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AIICTPAKT

Lenta Ha aHanu3aTa Ha 3HAMHIbaTa HA |
HE3aBUCHUTE JApKaBU BO AdpuKa BO OBOj |
nperyea ce OouTe W HUBHATa CUMOOJIHKA.
Bo rnaBuMOT (hoKyc Ha aHanM3aTa ce bouTe
KOM CHUMOOJHM3HMpaaT HeKoe MpUpoaHo 0o-
rarcTBo. CJIeZICTBEHO Ha TOa, pe3yNTaTUTE
O]l TIPETJICAOT HaBelyBaaT Ha (pakToT Jeka
ol 54 npxaBHU 3HAMUba BO Adpuka nypu
40 npxaBHU 3HAMHBa MMaaT Tpaduako
[IPETCTaByBalkbE€ Ha HEKOja NMPHUPOIHA WIN
reorpa)cka KapakTepHCTHKA Ha Ap>KaBaTa.
MoTuBHTE 32 TAaKBOTO 33JaBare Ha CUMOOJIMKATa
ce 0J1 pa3aMyHa NpUpoa, HO €HA OIIIITA 3a¢THUY-
Ka ¥ o0eauHyBayKa upTa 3a cute osue 40 3HaMuba
¢ M30erHyBameTo Ha rpadUyKd CHUMOOJUKH HITU
0ou Kou ce MOBP3yBaaT co MPayHOTO KOJIOHH]ATHO
MHUHATO, a BOCAHO M30CTHYBAjKN OJPEICHU CTHUY-
KM €JIEMEHTH BO OBHE MOBEKEHAIIMOHATHH adpu-
KaHCKH JIp’KaBH.

Kiyunu 360poBu: cumbonuka Ha Oou, appu-

KaHCKH 3HaMHBba, HCCTHUYKH HallMOHaJIHU cum0Oo-
JIM, IPUPOJIaTa KaKo HAI[MOHAITHO 00elexje
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ABSTRACT:

The goals of the analysis of the flags
of the independent countries in Africa
in this review are the colours and their
symbolism. The focus is on the colours
that symbolize certain natural abun-
dance. The review shows that out of 54
state flags in Africa, 40 have a graphic
representation of certain natural or geo-

) raphical features. The reasons for such
Ysre ¥

a symbolism vary. However, one com-
mon mutual and uniting feature of all 40 flags
is embracing “pan-African” graphic symbolism
and colours in response to the dark colonial past
and avoiding certain ethnic elements in these
multinational African countries.

Key words: symbolism of colours, African
flags, non-ethnic national symbols, nature as
national identification
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[Iporiecor Ha rpaseme U BTEMENyBambe Ha Ha-
[UOHATHUTE CUMOOIIM Ha JP)KaBUTE Ce pa3BUBa BO

3aBUCHOCT OJf HCTOPUCKO-TIOJHATHY-
KUTE MPWINKA HA TEPUTOpHjaTa. 3Ha-
MUATA, KAKO €JIHU 071 OCHOBHHUTE eJie-
MEHTH Ha HaIHOHAIIHOTO obemexje!,
ce TECHO TMOBP3aHH CO WCTOPHCKHOT
W KyJITypHO-COLIMjaTHUOT pPa3Boj Ha
3emjara. TakBHOT pas3BOj AUPEKTHO
WIA WHIUPEKTHO BIUjae BP3 U300pOT
Ha CJIEMECHTHTE, OOMTE W HAIPTOT Ha
3HAMETO IITO ja MPETCTAaByBa Ap)KaBa-
ta. Co pasrieqyBameTO Ha CIy4yajoT
co Adpuka, OJHOCHO aHaNM3aTa Ha
cuMOoJIMKaTa Ha OOUTE HAa 3HAMHEbA-
Ta, jaCHO CE OLPTYBa OBOj MCTOPHUCKU
pa3Boj U pa3BOjOT Ha HAIMOHAJIHATA

npxkaBHoCcT. JKenbata u moTpebara a ce w3HajIe
3aeHWYKH CHUMOOJI 32 MHOIITBOTO HAPOIM Ha Jia-
JIeHaTa TepuTopHja Bo Adpuka, pasrpaHUueHa O
pEeNaTMBHO MPayHOTO MWUHATO HA HApOJMUTE, a W3-
OCTHYBajKM €THUYKH TIPUMECH, JCHEC IaBa C¢IHa
Jnierie3a oJ1 JIM3ajHN KOMINTO HABUYM CE Pa3InvHHU,
HO Cemnak, BO CYIITHHA MOIIHE OJMCKHU. ['TaBHHOT
OCBPT Ha OBOj TIpETJIe] € CHMOOJNKaTa Ha OOUTE Ha
appUKAHCKUTE 3HAMUbA, OJJHOCHO TPECIUKYBahe-
TO HA BOKHOCTA Ha TMPUPOJATA U TPUPOTHHUTE pPe-
CYpH Bp3 3HAMHUIbATA HA CYBEPEHHUTE appPUKAHCKH

HAaIWH.

Adpukanckuor
JIeHEC € cocTaBeH on 54 cyBepe-
HU JpKaBH, CUTE cO Beke T00po
YTBPJCHU HAIIMOHAIHH CUMOOJIH.
Awnanuzata, HampaBeHa Ha adpu-
KaHCKHTE 3HAMHUIba 32 OBOj Ipe-

KOHTUHCHT

riej, HaCOUeHa € KOH CUMOOIH-
KaTra Ha OOWTE IITO C€ MPHUCYTHH
Ha 3HaMHIbATa, MOTOYHO KaKO U
JI0 KOj CTEIEH CE BEKCHJIOJIOIIKH
NPETCTABEHH TMPHPOAHOTO  U3-
o0mire W TPHUPOTHUTE TIJIABHU

KapaKTEepUCTUKN Kaj OBHE, BO OTPOMEH Jell IIo-
CTKOJIOHWjaTHU, a(ppUKAHCKA CYBEPEHH IpPKaBH.
Criopes uCTpaxxyBameTo ce 3a0enexyBa exa Bo 40

3HaMibeTo Ha MaBpHIMyC UMa YeTHPH

€/IHaKBHU JIECHTH CO YeTHUPHU pa3TudYHU 6o,

JIBe cumMO0/IH3MpaaT HEKOja MPUPOJIHA
KapakTepucTHKa Ha apskaBaTta / The flag
of Mauritius is made of four equal stripes

in four different colours. Two symbolise a

natural feature of the country

3HameTo Ha Cejlre/iu e COCTaBeHOo Off ITeT O0H, O KoK

JYPM TPY UMaat cUMOOJIMKA Ha HeKoja IPHpPOJHa Ka-
parTepucTuka Ha 3emjata / The flag of the Seychelles is
made of five colours, of which three symbolise a certain
natural feature

The process of creating and establishing na-
tional symbols is shaped by the historical and

political developments of a
given territory. Flags, one of
the basic elements of national
symbolism,' are tightly con-
nected to the historical and
socio-cultural development
of a country. Such develop-
ments directly or indirectly
impact the choice of the el-
ements, colours, and design
of the flag that represents the
country. Through the review
of African countries (i.e., the
analysis of the symbolism of
the colours of their flags) the

historical development and the development of
the national statehood are clearly seen. The de-
sire and the need to find a common symbol for
the numerous peoples in a given territory in Afri-
ca, while trying to suppress the relative dark past
of the nations, and avoiding ethnic elements,
has resulted in a variety of designs which at first
glance are different, but at the core are very sim-
ilar. The main focus of this review is the sym-
bolism of the colours of the African flags, the
reflection of the importance of nature and natural

resources on the flags
of independent Afri-
can nations.

The African conti-
nent today comprises
54 independent coun-
tries, all with well-es-
tablished national
symbols. The analysis
of the African flags for
this review focuses on
the symbolism of the
colours on the flags—

more precisely, in what manner and to what de-
gree natural abundance and geographical char-
acteristics are represented vexillographically on

BEKCUJIOJIOTUJA + VEXILLOLOGY

O]l BKyITHO 54 np)kaBHU 3HaMHmba Bo Adprka nma
MIPUCYCTBO Ha 00ja KOjarTo CuMOOII3Hpa MPUPOJI-
HO OoraTcTBO BO eHa 1M Apyra ¢popma. lonoiHu-
TEJIHO Ha TOa, ce 3a0eseKyBa OBTOPYBAE HA HCTH

these post-colonial African flags. According to
this research, 40 out of 54 state flags in Africa
have a colour that symbolises natural abundance
in some form. Additionally, the same colours
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00U Kaj pa3jMyuHU JIPKABU, OJHOCHO YKOJITA, CHUHA,
3e/ieHa M IMOpPTOKaioBa 00ja, BO KOMOMHAIHja CO
HCTH WM MOILIHE ciu4Hu cumOosuku. Hajkapak-
TEPUCTUYHO 32 aPUKAHCKUTE 3HAMHUIbA € TOA LITO
ce 3a0enexxyBaar MCTH MOTHUBHU CO HCTH CUMOOIHKH
Kaj ApJKaBH INTO TIpUTIaraaT Ha Pa3IMYHU reorpad-
cku obnactu. [IpuauHUTE 32 TaKBaTa CUTYyalldja ce
pasriellaHy U MPOAUCKYTHPAHH TTOI0ITY.

JKOJITA 1 3JIATHA BOJA

’Konrtara 6oja kako egHa OJ] COCTaBHUTE OOU
Ha 3HAMETO ce jaByBa kaj 12 ox BkymHO 40 adpu-
KaHCKM 3HaMHIba KOM BKIY4YyBaaT BEKCHJIOJOIL-
KO NpETCTaByBame¢ Ha NPUPOJHUTE H300MICTBA.
CrencTBeHo Ha Toa, Celak, BO OBOj CJIy4aj, Taa He
€ HajIoMHHaAHTHATa 060ja Mery 3HaMHbaTa Co BaKBa
3azazieHa cumOoiinka. PasriienyBajku ru ciyxoe-
HUTE OTHCH Ha IPYKABHUTE 3HAMHUIbA CE 3a0eNIeKyBa
pasrpaHuvyBarbse OMery koJjTara 1 3JaTHara 0oja.
[Mopasau TakBaTa TUCTUHKIIM]A, BKyIIHAaTa OpojKa Ha
3HaMUba IITO KOPUCTAT koJrta 0oja ce
cBeMyBa Ha 12, mMTO € MHOTY TIOBEKe
0J1 3HAaMHUIbaTa TO KOPUCTAT ,,3]1aTHA"
0oja kako Tpaduuka cuMOOIH3aIldja
Ha HEKOM O]l IPUPOIHUTE OOraTcTBa.

’Konrara Ooja ce jaByBa Ha 3Ha-
mumata Ha benmH, ['aboH, I'BuHEeja,
I'Buneja-bucay, (Cna-
smneHna), 3umbaoBe, KamepyHn, /le-
Mokparcka Penybnuka Kowro, Mo-
3ambuk, Cao Tome wu Ilpuncure,
Tanzanuja um Toro. XKonrtara Ooja
cUMOOJM3Hpa pa3IuiHU MPUPOAHU OoraTtcTBa, BO
3aBHCHOCT OJ1 TOAa Ha ILITO JAp)KaBaTa WK HAPOAOT
JlaBa morosieMo 3Hauewe. OBaa 00ja MOKe J1a mpeT-

EcBatunu

CTaByBa HEKOM Teorpa)CKu pEernoHH, MUHEpaTHH
OorarcTa, ma Jypu U aCTPOHOMCKH 00jeKTH. AHa-
JU3UPAJKU TH CITy’)KOCHUTE ONUCH HAa 3HAMHIbATa Ce
yBHUJIyBa JIeKa yoJjTara 00ja To CUMOOJIM3HMpa MTPH-
POAHOTO OOTATCTBO M pecypcH Ha npxkasaTta (Jlemo-
kparcka Pemy6nuka Konro?, I'suneja’, Ecpatunn®
u Toro®), munepanure u pyaaure d6orarctsa (Mo-
3am0OuK®, Tanzannja’ u 3um0OabBe®), caBaHKTE KaKO
riaBHa reorpadcka ocobmnna Ha apkasaTa (benun’
u Kamepyu') u connero (Kamepyn, I'abon'!, I'Bu-
Heja, ['Buneja-bucay'? u Cao Tome u Ilpuncumne'?).
Bo cnyuajor co Cao Tome u Ilpuncurie Oojara,
MOKpaj Toa MITO r0 CUMOOTH3KMPa COHIIETO, Taa To

MAKEJJOHCKM XEPAJI]T 12

*

JKonrara 6oja Ha 3HameTo Ha Kamepyn
cHUMO0/IH3HPa [IBe MPHPOJIHH KapaKTepuC-
Tuku | There is a double meaning to the
yellow colour on the flag of Cameroon
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occur on different state flags, i.e. yellow, blue,
green, and orange, with identical or nearly iden-
tical symbolism and found on flags in totally dif-
ferent regions on the continent. The reasons for
this outcome are discussed below.

YELLOW AND GOLD

Out of the 40 African flags that include
vexillographic representations of natural abun-
dance or geographical features, 12 use Yellow
(or “gold”) as a constituent colour. Official
descriptions differentiate between yellow and
gold, more specifying “yellow” than specifying
“gold”. However, it is not one of the most dom-
inant colours, as a graphic symbol of a natural
resource.

Yellow is used on the flags of: Benin, Camer-
oon, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Eswatini (Swaziland),
Mozambique, Sao Tome and Principe, Tanza-
nia, Togo, and Zimbabwe.
Yellow symbolizes different
natural resources, depending
on what the country or the
people give larger signifi-
cance to. This colour may
symbolize geographical re-
gions, mineral resources, and
even astronomical objects.
Official descriptions of the
flags show that yellow sym-
bolizes the natural treasures
and resources of the country (DR Congo?, Guin-
ea’, Eswatini* and Togo’), mineral ore deposits
(Mozambique®, Tanzania’, and Zimbabwe?), the
savannas as a main geographical feature of the
country (Benin’ and Cameroon'®) and the sun
(Cameroon, Gabon!!, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau'?,
and Sao Tome and Principe”). In the case of
Sao Tome and Principe the colour symbolises
the sun as well as cocoa, the main agricultural
product of the country'*. This double meaning
for a colour can also be found in the official de-
scriptions of the flags of Cameroon (savannas
and sun), Gabon (sun and equator, i.e., the loca-
tion of the country), and Guinea (sun and abun-
dance). It can be concluded that these flags have
relative harmony in terms of the symbolism of

JYIn - 2019



CUMOOJIM3Hpa M KaKaOTO KaKO TJIaBHA 3eMjO/IeIICKa
KynTypa Bo apkasara'!. TIpumepor Ha Cao Tome u
[IpuHcune co ABOJHO 3HAauYCHE Ha Oojara ro cieiaT
u 3HamMumata Ha KamepyHn (caBanute u conre), ['a-
0OH (COHIIETO W EKBaTOPOT, T.€. MECTOITOJIOXKOaTa
Ha apxaBata) U I'BuHeja (coHIeTO M OoraTcTBaTa).
Criope1 HaBeICHOTO, MOYKE JIa CE 3aKIJTy4H JICKa OBUE
3HAMHIbA UMaaT pelaTHBHA XapMOHHWja BO OJIHOC
Ha cUMOOJMKaTa W 3HaYeHETO Ha 0ojaTa, HO Cellak,
HCTaTa € 3a HUjaHca MOPAa3HOBUJIHA BO Criopeida co
OCTaHaTUTE OOU IITO Ce ONQaTeHH CO OBOj MPETIIEI.
['eorpadckara pacnpocTpaHeTocT Ha xojiraTa 0oja
CO OCBPT KOH IIPUPOIHHUTE H300MIICTBA € TOJIeMa U Ce
[poTera HU3 UEeHOT KOHTHHEHT, HO cenak ce 3ade-
JISKUTEITHH 3a€THIYKUTE MOTHBHU M LIEIH P U300
Ha TakBaTa ynorpeda u cuMOOJIMKa Ha konTaTa 0oja.

TecHata MOBP3aHOCT M ToJieMaTa WACHTUYHOCT
rmomMery 3JlaTHaTa W xoJjraTa 00ja ce jaCHO BOOUJIH-
Bu. CiimdHOoCTa IOMery OBHeE JiBe 00U CE jaByBa Kako
Ha BH3YENHO Taka M Ha cuMbonmuko mnoje. Cemnak,
,»JIBET€ OOM*‘ BCYITHOCT C€ TEXHHYKH IPETCTABCHH
co mcTa 00ja Ha 3HAMHILATA, A Pa3IMKaTa € BO CITyK-
OeHaTa HOMEHKJIAaTypa. AHAIM3UPAJKU TH JP)KABHU-
Te 3HaMHba BO Adpurka, KOUIITO UMaar 6oja IMTo
cUMOOM3Hpa TPUPOTHO M300HMIICTBO, CE Joara o
MOJIATOKOT JIeKa CaMO YETHPH HE3aBHCHH JPIKaBH
“Maar yrnorpeOeHo 3maTHa 0oja 3a 1ajeHara cum0o-
nka. JIpakaBuTe IITO KOPUCTAT 371aTHA 00ja 3a TakBa
HameHa ce ['ana, Mamu, MaBpuranuja u Yaz, cure
nen ox 3anaaHa Adpuka.

Kako u co ciyuajor co xonta-
Ta, Taka W Kaj 3/1aTHaTa 00ja, CUM-
0oiMKaTa € CiIMYHa CKOPO Kaj CUTE
3HaMUKa. 37aTHata 0oja Kaj OBHE
aHaMM3UpaHu aQpPUKAHCKH 3HAMHbA
HAjuecTo MpeTcTaByBa cHUMOOJ Ha
PYOHOTO 0OOraTrcTBO Ha JpKaBaTa
(Tana'>, Manu'®) u myctuHaTa Kako
JOMUHAHTHa Teorpadcka KapakTe-
puctrka Ha apkaBara (Han'” u Mas-
putanuja'®, kajge jacHO € TMocodYeHa
Caxapa). Ha 3marnara 60ja o 3Ha-
MeTo Ha Yaj i ce mpuIuInyBaart JiBe
3Ha4YeHa, OJJHOCHO COHIETO (aCTPOHOMCKH 00jeKT)
u myctuHara. Kako mTo Moxe Jia ce 3a0enexu o
OBOj TIperJie]l, CMMOOJIMKaTa IITO ja MPETCTaByBa
3nmaTHara 60ja € MOIIIHE CIIMYHA CO CHMOOJIKAaTa Ha
)onTara 00ja, OTHOCHO JiBeTe OOU ja MMaar yiorara
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3naTaTa 6oja Kako CHMOOJI Ha PYJHOTO

60raTcTBO Ha Ip;KaBaTa Ha 3HAMETO Ha
T'ana/ Golden color on the flag of Gana,
as symbol of the mineral richness of the
stater only four independent countries

use gold for this purpose: Gha-
na, Mali, Mauritania, and Chad—all in West Af-

https://commons.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Enseignante_defile.jpg

the colour yellow, while varying more compared
to the other colours that follow in this review.
The geographical distribution of the yellow co-
lour with this symbolism is wide; it can be found
in almost all regions of the continent. However,
the reason or motives for selecting the colour for
such symbolism is consistent.
The correspondence be-
tween gold and yellow is clearly
visible. The similarity between
these two colours is on the visu-
al and symbolic levels. Howev-
er, these ‘two colours’ actually
are technically represented by
the same colour on the flags, the
difference being in the official
nomenclature. In this analysis,

rica.
As with yellow, the symbolism of gold is sim-
ilar in all four cases. Gold usually stands for the
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Ha HAIMOHAJIHO 00eJIeXkje MPEeKy CUMOOIU3Upambe-
TO Ha INIABHUTE IIPUPOJHU PECYPCU HA PETUOHUTE.

ITOPTOKAJIOBA 1 IIPBEHA BOJA

ITopTokanoBata 00ja ¢ eqHa of mMociTabo 3acTa-
TeHnTe O0OM BO BEKCUJIONOTHjaTa. bpojoT Ha 3Ha-
MHIba IITO ja KOPUCTAT oBaa 060ja Kako HaI[MOHAJI-
Ha € 3HAYMTeJIHO IoMajl BO cropeada co MoBeke
3acraneHuTe O00W (I[pBEHA, CHHA, 3€JIeHa, YKOJITA).
OBaa 0o0ja kKako HallMOHAJIEH CUMOOJI Ce KOPUCTH
on bperot na Cnonosara Kocka, Hurep u 3amOuja.
CuTte oBHE TpU 3HaMHUIba ja KOpUCTAT Oojara 3a aa
MpeTcTaBaT HEKoja MPHUPOIHO-reorpadcka ocoodu-
Ha. bperot na Crnonosara Kocka ja
KOPHUCTH MOpPTOKajoBaTa 00ja Kako
cUMOOJI Ha CEBEpHHUTE CaBaHU BO
JpkKaBarta, 4eCTO UMEHYBaHH KaKO
,,TUTOJTHAaTa TOYBa Ha JaprkaBara‘.!”
[ToprokaioBaTa 00ja Kaj 3HaMETO
Ha Hurep tu cumbonmsupa ceep-
HUTE IyCTUHCKH TIpe/ieiHu Ha Jip-
xaBaTa (Caxapa), ITO € Kako KOH-
TpacT Ha 3eyieHata 0oja, KOjaITo
TH CUMOOIIM3HpA jYKHUTE TTOTUIO-
ou npenenn Ha Hurep?. 3amOuja
ja KOpHCTH TIOpTOKajoBara 0oja BO
MOJIPYT KOHTEKCT, OJHOCHO 00ja-
Ta O]l 3HaMeTO Ha 3amOMja € cUMOOJ Ha PYJAHOTO
OorarctBo Ha 3emjara (Oakap)®'. CriencTBeHo Ha
BeKe CIIOMEHATOTO, MOXKE Ja C€ BUIM JIeKa TIOCTOU
CIIMYHOCT, A AypH U UAESHTHYHOCT CO yrnoTpeda-
Ta W cuMOoNIMKaTa Ha >konTara 0oja, KOjamTo €
Beke MUCKyTHpaHa morope. /lonoJHUTEeNHO Ha TOA,
pasrienyBajku TH OBHE TPU 3HAMHUIbA, MOXKE Jla ce
YBHJIU JIeKa CUTE TPH JApKaBH ja u30paje mopToka-
noBata 0oja 3a Ja cuMOONM3Upa HEKOja MPUPOIHA
0COOMHA KOjaIlTO € 0J1 CYIUTHHCKO ¥ ITPEIIO3HATIIN-
BO 3HAUCHE 3a JPXKaBaTa, HEMITO IITO € 3acTHHYKO
3a CUTE aHaJIM3UpaHu OOH.

3a ma ce yBUAM CTENEHOT Ha ymoTpeba Ha IIp-
BeHaTa 00ja Ha 3HAMHU-aTa BO CBETOT, HE Tpebda 1a
ce HalpaBW JeTalHa aHauu3a. Taa e eaHa ox Haj-
YeCTO KOPUCTCHUTE OOW BO BEKCHIIOJIOTHjaTa, aKo
HE W HajuecTa, ¥ MOXKe J]a Ce B Kaj 3HAMUHA O]1
coceMa pa3JIMuHH PErHoHU BO cBeToT. Cerak, Kora
cTanyBa 300p 3a ymorpeba Ha IpBeHara 0oja co
3ajazieHa IpUPOJHO-reorpadcka CUMOOIHKA, YIIO-
TpebaTa e cBeeHa Ha MuHMMaHa. HecBojcTBeHaTa

MAKEJJOHCKM XEPAJI]T 12

3namero Ha bperot Ha CioHOBaTa
Kocka - jobap npumep 3a ynorpebara Ha
MOPTOKaJIoBaTa 00ja Kako CHMOOJI Ha reo-
rpaccku peruoH / The flag of Ivory Coast
- agood example of the use of orange as a
symbol of geographical region
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mining in the country (Ghana'®, Mali'®) and the
desert as a dominant geographical feature of the
country (Chad!” and Mauritania'®, where the Sa-
hara is represented). Chad gives a second mean-
ing to the colour, it also stands for the sun (an
astronomical object). As can be seen from the
review, the symbolism of gold is quite similar
to that of yellow—both colours play the role of
national symbolism through the graphic repre-
sentation of the natural resources of the regions.

ORANGE AND RED

Orange rarely occurs as a vexillographic
colour. The number of national
flags using this colour as a one is
substantially smaller in compari-
son to the more common colours
(red, blue, green, yellow, black,
and white). In Africa, orange is
used as a national symbol by the
Ivory Coast, Niger, and Zambia.
All three flags use the colour to
represent a natural or geograph-
ical feature of the country. In
Ivory Coast orange symbolis-
es the northern savannas of the
country, often called ‘the fertile
land of the country’.!” On the flag of Niger or-
ange symbolises the northern desert regions of
state (Sahara), which contrast with the green co-
lour that represents the southern fertile regions
of Niger20. Zambia, on the other hand, uses or-
ange as a symbol for mineral deposits (copper)?'.
With the analysis of this colour it can be noted
the similarity, if not complete correspondence,
with the use and symbolism of yellow as dis-
cussed above. Additionally, all three countries
adopted orange to stand for a recognizable natu-
ral feature of national significance. This is com-
mon to all of the colours analyzed in this study.
There is no need for detailed analysis of the
usage of red among the African flags, since its
use is widespread. The colour is one of the most
used colours in vexillography and appears on
flags from totally different regions in the world.
However, as a symbol of a natural abundance or
resource, the use of red is limited. The infrequent
use of red as a symbol of natural resource is due
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yrnorpeba Ha npBeHara 00ja 3a TakBaTa CUMOOJIH-
Ka € TrJIaBHO mopaau (GakToT MITO ,,& pe3epBUpaHa‘
Kako cuMOon Ha 6opbara Ha HaApOIOT 3a 0cI0bo-
nyBame o1 Tyra BrnacT (Anromna, Makenonuja, Jlat-
BWja, W JIp.) WIH TaK, Taa CHMOOIU3HUpa OJIpeaAcHA
MOJUTHYKO-COIMjajlHa HIEONOTHja Ha 3eMmjara’
(Buernam, HP Kuna). Taka, ce 3abenmexyBa meka
on 40 3HaMuma Bo AQprKa, KOUIITO KOpUCTAT 60ja
co mpupoaHo-reorpadcka cumMOOIMKa, caMO JIBE
3HAMUIbA ja KOPUCTAT I[PBEHATA BO OBOj KOHTEKCT,
I'am6uja u EcBaTuam.

EcBarunu u ['amOuja, Kako YHHKATHH TPUMEPH,
3ajane cocemMa Opyro 3Hadewme Ha IpBeHara 0oja.
Bojara na 3namero na EcBatunu ja cumOonmsupa
MIoHATA TI0YBA Ha Ap)kaBaTa®, a npBeHaTta 0oja
BO 3HameTo Ha ['aMOMja Tv cUMOONM3Kpa COHIIETO
(u GnmckaTa MECTOIOJIOKOA JI0 €KBATOPOT) U CaBa-
Hata*. JIOMONHUTENHA TMPUYHWHA MOPAaN KOjaIlTo
OBHE JIBE JIp)KaBH CE€ M3/[BOjyBaar OJf OCTAHATUTE
e (akToT JeKa 3a MpeTCTaByBame HA TAKBUTE I'€O-
rpad)CKu ¥ MPUPOTHH KAPAKTCPUCTUKH, OCTAHATUTE
IpaBu Bo Adpuka KopucraT xoira 6oja (Bo mo-
MaJl JIel ¥ TIOPTOKajIoBa), a mpBeHara 0oja e ,,pe-
3epBHUpaHa’ 3a CHMOOIM3UPAHE IPYTH HAITMOHATHU
CJIEMEHTH IITO HE CE MOBP3aHH CO OBaa TEMAaTHKA.
TakBara mpakTHKa He ¢ MPUMEHETa Kaj OBUE JIBE
3Hamumba. Cenak, ¥ MOKpaj OBUE 3HAYAJHU PA3ITHKH
rmomery cMMOOJIHMKaTa Ha 0ojaTa Of OBUE JIBE 3HA-
MUIba BO criopeida co OCTAHATHTE, TIOCTOM KITydHa
3aeJHAYKA OCOOMHA, a TOa Ce MOTHUBHTE 3a H300p
Ha TaKBUTE TPUPOIHO-TEOrpad)CKu KapaKTePUCTH-
KM KaKO HaI[MOHAIHU CUMOOITH.

CHUHA BOJA

Pesynrarute o aHanu3ara Ha TOpEHABEICHUTE
3HAMHUa [MOKAXYBaaT Jicka cuHaTa 0oja € BTopara
HajuecTo ynorpeOyBaHa 6oja. Ox BkynHo 40 3Ha-
MHba IITO KOPUCTAT 00ja CO MPUPOHO-Teorpadcka
cuMOoJHKa, Iypu 16 3HaMHba ja KOPUCTAT CHHATA
00ja 3a TakBara 1ei. CuHara 6oja ce jaByBa Ha 3Ha-
Mumara Ha bonBana, ['abon, ['ambuja, ExBaTopcka
I'suneja, Epurpeja, EcBatunu, 3emen 'Pr, Jyxen
Cynan, Jlecoto, Maspuninyc, Hamu6wuja, Cejmrenm,
Comanuja, Tanzanuja, Yan u [IuGyTu.

PesynratuTe on aHanm3aTa JaBaaT pEIaTUBHO
MOKOMITaKTHA M TIOXOMOT€Ha yrorpeda u CcHMOo-
JMKa Ha cuHarta 0oja. [leranHara aHanM3a Ha ymo-
TpebaTa Ha cuHaTa 00ja BO OBOj KOHTEKCT YKaXKyBa
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to the fact
that this

colour ‘is

reserved’ — i --’.”_
T —

as a sym-

bol of the

the people IInognara mousa Bo EcaTunu e nper-

for liberty CTaBeHa co IjpBeHa (0ja Ha 3HaMeTo Ha

(Angola apxasara / The fertile land in Eswatini is
D represented by red on the country’s flag

Macedonia,

Latvia, etc.)

or as a symbol of certain political or social ideol-
ogy of the state ??(Vietnam, China). Therefore,
out of 40 flags that adopted a color to symbolise
a natural feature, only two state flags use red:
Eswatini and The Gambia.

As unique examples, Eswatini and The Gam-
bia attribute totally different meanings to the co-
lour red. For Eswatini it symbolizes the fertile
land of the country®, while for The Gambia it
symbolizes the sun (and the approximate close-
ness to the equator) and the savannas®. Anoth-
er reason for such uncommon use of red is that
other countries represent the same geographical
features with yellow (a few use orange), in part
because red is ‘reserved’ for symbolizing types
of other national elements. However, red is still
represents a natural or geographical feature as a
national symbol on these two flags.

BLUE

Blue is the second most used colour for geo-
graphical or natural symbolism, appearing on 16
out of 40 such flags. Blue appears on the flags of
Botswana, Cabo Verde, Chad, Djibouti, Equato-
rial Guinea, Eritrea, Eswatini, Gabon, The Gam-
bia, Lesotho, Mauritius, Namibia, Seychelles,
Somalia, South Sudan and Tanzania. The results
show a relatively more compact and more ho-
mogenous use and symbolism. Blue symbolises
rain (Botswana®, Lesotho?®, Namibia®’), oceans
or seas (Cabo Verde?, Djibouti®, Equatorial
Guinea®, Gabon, Eritrea’!, Mauritius*?>, Namib-
ia, Seychelles®, Somalia’4, Tanzania), rivers or
lakes (The Gambia, South Sudan®’, Tanzania),
and the sky (Cabo Verde, Chad, Djibouti, Eswa-
tini, Lesotho, Namibia, Seychelles, Somalia).
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JieKa Taa ce KOPUCTH 3a Jia I CHMOOJIM3HPa T0KAO0T
(Borana®, Jlecoto?®, Hamubuja?’), okeaHnTe WM
mopumara (3enen 'P1%¥, [Iubytu®, ExBaropcka
I'suneja’’, 'abon, Eputpeja’!, Maspurmyc*, Hamu-
6uja, Cejmenn®, Comanuja®*, TaH3aHMja), PEKUTE
nnn e3epata (I'am6uja, Jyxen Cynan®, Tanzanuja)
n Heboto (3enen 'Pr, Yan, [[ubytn, EcBatunm, Jle-
coro, Hamub6wuja, Cejmenu, Comanmja).

N36opot Ha OojaTa 3a cumMOONMM3Mpame Ha T0-
rope HaBeJeHNUTe padOTH € OUMIJICAHA [Topaau ca-
Mata (hu3nyKa Kapakrepuctuka (00ja) Ha HEMITOTO
mro ce cumbOosnmsupa. OBOj NMPUHLUII € PEUUCH
YHHBEp3aJieH 3a cute 16 mpuMepH, HO CO OApeIeHH
pas3nuky Bo HUjaHcarta Ha OojaTa. I1ITo ce omHecyBa
3a MOTUBUTE, THE Bapupaar o]l Ap>KaBa A0 AP>KaBa.
BoraBana’, Jlecoto 1 HamuOuja ce Haoraat riiaBHO
BO IyCTUHCKHTE Tpenenu Ha JyxHa Adpuka, peru-
OH KaJie IITO JOXKJOT M BOAATA CE OJ CYIITHHCKO
3HaYCHE 32 HAMPEIOKOT Ha JJp)KaBaTa U ONICTAHOKOT
Ha XUBHOT cBeT. ['amOuja u Jyxken Cynan ja us-
Opane cuHara 00ja Kako CHMOOJT Ha TJIaBHATa peKa
BO JIp’KaBarta, OAHOCHO pekara ['am6uja n Hu. He-
00TO0 "ecTo ce m30upa Kako cuMOO0T Ha HAJEK WIIH
mup (BO HajroeM 0poj cirydan, Kako IITO € Ha MPH-
Mep Yam), a MOpeTo WM OKeaHOT ce M30paHu Kako
pedepeHIia Ha MecTOIOJIOkOaTa Ha Ap)KABUTE Ha
reorpadckara kapta Ha ceetoT (Muaucknor Okean
3a MaBpunuyc, AtiaanTckuoT OkeaH 3a 3eJ€HUOT
Pt utH.). Mako Oojara cumOonm3upa pazIuvHU
IpUpOAHO-Treorpadcku OONUIM, CEMaK CUTE OBHUE
' CTI0jyBa (PaKTOT A€Ka THE CE BaXKHU U KIYYHHU O
€Tr3MCTEeHLINjaTHO-COLMjaJIeH acleKT 3a JIpyKaBaTta 1
HapOJIOT KOj KUBEe BO Hea, U OTTaMy, HUBHATA Ipe-
CIIMKQHOCT Ha 3HAMETO.

3EJIEHA BOJA

Haj3acranenara 0oja kaj 3HaMUIaTa IITO CE BO
(dokycoT Ha aHanmu3aTa e 3eneHara. Taa ce mojay-
Ba kaj 31 on ananmusupanute 40 adpukaHcku 3Ha-
MHBa. 3eneHata 0oja ce MmojaByBa HAa 3HAMHEHATA
BO pa3JIMYHU HUJAHCHU, CO CIIMYHU WIIM WACHTHYHH
CUMOOJTUKH Kaj Ap>KaBH KOWIITO CE OJf COCEMa pa3-
JIMIHU PETHOHM Ha KOHTHHEHTOT. 3eeHara 0oja ce
jaByBa Ha 3HamMumaTa Ha benwnH, bper Ha CioHo-
Bara Kocka, bypkuna ®aco, ['abon, ['ana, [ Buneja,
I'Buneja-bucay, ExBaropcka ['Buneja, Eputpeja,
Etnornmja, 3amOuja, 3umbadBe, Jyxen Cynad,
Kamepyn, Kenwja, PemyOnmuka Konro, JIubOwuja,
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The se-
lection  of
blue to rep-
resent each
of these re-
flects a phys-
ical charac-
teristic  (its
colour) of
the feature
symbolized.
This practice
is almost universal for all 16 examples, but with
certain differences regarding the shade of the co-
lour. The motives or reasons for selecting the
colour as a national symbol differ from country
to country. Botswana*®, Lesotho, and Namibia
are located in the desert regions of Southern Af-
rica, region where water and rain are critically
important for the state and its biota. The Gam-
bia and South Sudan use blue as a symbol of the
main river in the countries, Gambia River and
The Nile. The sky is usually portrayed as a sym-
bol of hope and peace (as in the case with Chad),
while the sea or ocean refers to the geographi-
cal location of the country (the Indian Ocean for
Mauritius, the Atlantic Ocean for Cabo Verde,
etc.). Even though the colour symbolizes differ-
ent natural and geographic features, in all cases
these features play an important role in the life of
the country and its people.

Tloxpor (BopaTa) e 3HauaeH 3a Bopaxa u
OTTYKa M IoTpe6ara 3a HeroBo rpayuuKo
pusyenmusuparse [ The rain (water) is
important for Botswana and therefore
the need for its graphic representation

GREEN

The most common colour among the flags
analysed in this study is green, appearing 31
out of 40 flags. Green is present in different
shades, with similar or identical symbolism and
on flags from totally different regions of the
continent. The colour is present on the flags of
Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Republic of
the Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Equatorial Guinea,
Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bis-
sau, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Libya, Malawi, Mali,
Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nige-
ria, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo
Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

The colour in the listed flags symbolizes
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Manaeu, Manu, Magpuiuyc, Mo3aMOUK,
Hamu6uja, Hurep, Hurepuja, Cao Tome u
[Ipunmune, Cejmenu, Cuepa Jleone, Cynan,
Tanzanuja, Toro u [IuGyTw.

bojara xaj HaBeAeHUTE 3HAMHUHbA TH CHM-
Oonum3npa CICTHUTE TPUPOTHO-TEOTpadCKh
KapaKTePHCTHKH: 3€MjOJICITHETO BO AprKaBa-
Ta 1 HeroBoTo m300micTBO (bypkuna daco,
ExBaropcka I'suneja, Epurpeja, 3umbaose,
Jyxen Cynan, Penryonuka Konro®’, JTu6uja®®,
Magpunnyc, Hamubuja, Cynan®, Toro), 3e-
JICHUTE I10jacH BO JprKaBaTa Kako ILUTO Ce
yMuTe, IyHriuTe u Bereranujara (benun, ['aboH,
l'ana, I'Buneja, I'Buneja-bucay, bper na Cionosa-
ta Kocka, ExBatopcka ['Buneja, 3amouja, KamepyH,
Peny6muka Konro, Hamu6uja, Cao Tome u [Ipun-
uune, Tanzanuja, Toro) U npupoaHuTe OOraTCTBA,
T.€. IPUPOJHUTE PECYPCH, TPUPOJIATA U IJIOAHOCTA
Ha3emjara (bypkuna daco, ['abon, 'ana, ETnonuja,
ExBaropcka I'Buneja, Jyxen Cynan, Kenuja®, Jlu-
6uja, Mamasu*!, Mamu, Mozam6uk, Hurep*?, Hure-
puja, Cejurenu, Cuepa Jleone®, Cynan, Tanzanuja,
Toro, [TudyTtu*). Bo 0BOj KOHTEKCT camo Epurpeja
Ce M3/IBOjyBa O 0BA PEIATHBHO XOMOTEHO MHOXKe-
CTBO Ha cMMOONHKa, OWIIEjKN Ip)kaBaTa Jaja BTO-
pocTernHo 3Hauewke Ha 00jaTa U Taa TO CHMOOIH3H-
pa )KUBUOT JOOUTOK.

Kako kpaTko pe3ume MOXKe Jia ce 3aKIydH JIeKa
1 Kaj oBaa 00ja MOBTOPHO ce jaByBa (haKkTOpPOT Ha
,,CYIITHHCKA 3HAYajHOCT 3a JpKaBaTa’ mpH u30op
Ha HEIITOTO WTO ce cuMmOonmsupa. Mcrtuor ¢axk-
TOp c€ jaByBa M BO APYIHTE aHAIN3UPAHU OOH, ITO
BCYIIHOCT € 3aeJHUYKa OCOOMHA IITO TH MOBP3yBa
pasnuuHuTe aQpUKAHCKA HAIMK Ol Pa3IUYHU Jie-
JIOBU Ha PHUOT KOHTHHEHT.

KPATOK OCBPT KOH MOTUBUTE 3A
N360POT HA HAIMOHA/THUTE bON

Co mperienoT morope 3a cuMOOJIMKaTa Ha
OouTe Ha 3HAMHIbATa HAa aQPUKAHCKHUTE JIPIKABH
KOHIIITO UMAaaT BU3yEIIHA CUMOOIN3aIlja Ha HEKOoja
MPUPOIHA WK Teorpadcka KapakTepucTHKA, TeMa-
THUKaTa € PeJaTHBHO I0jacHa M IMOJIECHO MOXE Ja
ce KIacuuuupa. JacCHO M JIECHO BOOUWIHMBH CE elie-
MEHTUTE M CUMOONIMKATa HA 3HAMHUIHATA, & CO TOA
W WJICUTE IITO THE T'W mpercraByBaaTt. [Tomiaboko
U TIOOMIIMPHO € aHATU3UPABETO HAa HUCTOPHjATOT
Ha 3HAMHEATA, OJHOCHO 30IITO M KAaKO HAIPTUTE
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3eneHaTa 60ja Kako CHMOOJT Ha 3e/IeHH-
JIOTO BO JIpKaBara - 3HaMeTo Ha 3ambuja /
The green colour as a symbol of the green 38

land in the country - the flag of Zambia
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the following natural
or geographical fea-
tures: agriculture of
the country and its
abundance  (Burkina
Faso, Equatorial Guin-
ea, Eritrea, Zimbabwe,
South Sudan, Republic
of the Congo®, Lib-
ya**, Mauritius, Na-

mibia, Sudan®, Togo),

the green lands of the
country, such as forests, jungles and vegetation
(Benin, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Ivory Coast, Equatorial Guinea, Zambia, Camer-
oon, Republic of the Congo, Namibia, Sao Tome
and Principe, Tanzania, Togo) and natural abun-
dance, i.e. natural resources, the nature and the
fertility of the land (Burkina Faso, Gabon, Gha-
na, Ethiopia, Equatorial Guinea, South Sudan,
Kenya*, Libya, Malawi*!, Mali, Mozambique,
Niger*?, Nigeria, Seychelles, Sierra Leone®, Su-
dan, Tanzania, Togo, Djibouti**). In this context
only Eritrea differs from this relatively homog-
enous group of flags; its green also symbolizes
livestock.

In short, green’s symbolism again demon-
strates a colour representing something of ‘cru-
cial significance for the country’. The same fac-
tor or reason for selecting the colour as national
can be seen in the analysis of the other colours
as well. This is a common element that connects
all of these flags from totally different parts of
Africa.

THE REASONS FOR CHOOSING
NATIONAL COLOURS

When reviewing the symbolism of the co-
lours on the 40 African national flags symbolis-
ing natural or geographical features, the subject
matter is relatively clear and easy to classify.
The elements and symbols on the flags are dis-
tinct and easily noticeable, and thus are the ideas
that they represent. But deeper and more exten-
sive is the analysis of the history of the flags, that
is, why and how the designs with their elements
and symbols became established as national
symbols.
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CO CBOUTE €JIEMEHTH U CUMOOJIMKU CE YCTAaHOBEHH
KaKO HallMOHAJIHNU cuMO0JIM Ha JAPKABUTEC.

OnmTHOT Nperiel Ha UCTOPUjaToT Ha 3HAMHbA-
Ta ¥ HCTOPHCKUOT PAa3BOj HA JPIKABHUTE INTO CE
IpeMeT Ha OBOj Nperjell, HaBeAyBa Ha PasyMHO
pa3MHCITyBame JAcKa ApKaBUTE W30pajie TakBU 00U
CO TaKBH JIM3ajHU TOPaJH MPBEHCTBEHO HCTOPH-
CKO-TIOJIUTUYKHTE MPHIUKH BO KOUIITO C€ pa3BUBa-
Jie IPIKaBUTE, a TIOTOA U TOPAJH €THO-COIU]aTHUTE
aCMeKTH O] KOUINTO € COCTaBeHa Jprkapara. [ nas-
HUOT HACTAaH KOJIITO OJUrpaj 3Ha4YajHa yJora mpu
Pa3BojOT HAa KOHTHMHEHTOT € KOJIOHU3AIMjaTa IITO
3anoyHasia BO 16 BeK O €BPOICKHTE WMIIEpHUjal-
Hu cuin. KoJMoHUjaTHUTE eBPOTICKH JIPIKaBH yCIie-
ayie Ja TM KOJIOHM3MPAaT CHTE COBPEMEHH JIPIKABH
oceen Etnonmja u JIubepuja*. OBoj mporec umain
JUPEKTHO U CUITHO BJIMjaHHUE, HE caMO BP3 HOJIUTHY-
KHOT, COHI/IjaJ'IHI/IOT N ONIITESCTBECHHUOT XUBOT HA Ha-
LIUHUTE TYKY ¥ BP3 €THUUKUOT H Ja3UYHUOT KapakTep
Ha JIp)KaBHTE.

TakBara HOBa MOJUTUYKO-OMIITECTBEHA COCTO]-
0a, WCTIpeIIeTyBakhe Hapoau Oe3 jacHO 3amajcHU
€THUYKHU IPAaHULIA U PENPECUBHU PEKUMU, TUPEKT-
HO BJIMjaelia M BP3 TEKOT HA Pa3BOjOT Ha IOCTKO-
JIOHUjAJTHUTE HOBOCO3JIQJICHU JPXKaBH M HUBHHTE
HanoHamHu obenexja*®. Co HCKIydoK Ha Beke
CTIOMCHATHUTE JIBE HE3aBHCHU JPIKABU, CKOPO CUTE
JIpyru ahpUKaHCKU AP)KAaBU UMaaT CIMYHH CyI0U-
HU KOra CTaHyBa 300p 3a MPOLECOT Ha W300p Ha
HaI[MOHAIHO 00eJIekKje U OpraHu3upame Ha CBOjara
HOBOCO3Ja/ieHa qpykaBa. Criopen ommrara aHajau3a
Ha 3HAMUIbATA, MOXKE JIa Ce 3aKIIy4H JieKa 1o0ap aei
O/l 3HAMHIbATA HA HOBOCO33JCHUTE a(PPUKAHCKH
Jp>KaBH, TIPH U300POT HA HAIIPTOT U OOUTE 32 CBOU-
TC HOBHM HallMOHAJIHK 3HaMMHIbA, 6I/IHC nHCcHpupa-
HU 0J1 OOUTE M JIN3ajHOT HA ETHOICKOTO U mMaHad-
pUKaHCKOTO 3Hame. ETuorickoro 3Hame (L[pBEHO,
JKOJITO ¥ 3€JICHO), MaKO He € MaHa(QpUKaHCKO, IMaJio
OTrPOMHO BJIMjaHHE BP3 JM3ajHOT HA ToJieM Opoj OJ
HOBHTE aQpUKAHCKH JPKABHU 3HAMHIbA. TakBaTta
yJiora Ha €lIeH BUI ,,TaHaPUKAHCKO " 3HAME € KaKO
JIMPEKTHA MOCIIeIHIIIA HA UCTOpUjaTa Ha Jp)KaBaTa
BO OJTHOC Ha MPUCYCTBOTO HA KOJOHHjaTHUTE CUITU
Bo Adpuka. [pxaBuTe KOWIITO TH H30pane Ooute
O]l ETHOIICKOTO 3HAME, YeCTO I'M M30paye Mopaju
COJIMIAPHOCTA Ha JIp)KaBaTa CO OCTAHATUTE a(pu-
KAaHCKU JIpXKaBH W 3aeJHUYKATa CyJA0HHA INTO ja
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Ilopaju cBojaTa CTOpHja U MONNTHYKA CUTYAIH]a,
3HameTo Ha ETonuja 6umo mpudareHo kako manad-
PHMKAHCKO 0/ CTPaHa Ha OCTAHATHTE MOCTKOJIOHUjaTHI
apxasu / Due to its history and political situation, the
Ethiopian flag was accepted as a Pan-African by the rest
of the post-colonial states

A general overview of the history of the flags
and the historical development of the countries
subject of this review suggests that their flags’
colours reflect the historical and political circum-
stances under which each developed as well as the
ethno-social aspects of the country. The most sig-
nificant event in the development of the continent
was the colonization by the European imperial
powers, beginning in the 16th century. Europe-
an countries succeeded in colonizing all modern
states except Ethiopia and Liberia45. This process
had a direct and strong impact on African coun-
tries, not only on their political and social life but
also on their ethnic and linguistic character.

Colonialization’s political and social nature,
characterized by repressive regimes and the cre-
ation of countries disregarding ethnic boundaries,
directly influenced the course of the development
of post-colonial newly created states and their na-
tional features*®. With the exception of those two
countries, all African countries had similar expe-
riences in the process of selecting a national sym-
bol and organizing the newly established state.

A large number of the flags of the newly cre-
ated African countries were inspired by the co-
lours and designs of the Ethiopian and Pan-Afri-
can flags. Although not pan-African per se, the
Ethiopian flag (red, yellow, green) had a huge
impact on the design of many of the new African
state flags. Its role as a “pan-African flag” results
from its history resisting the colonial powers in
Africa. Emergent countries often chose the co-
lours of the Ethiopian flag in solidarity with the
other African countries and the same fate they
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nmalie Bo MHHaTOTO. Yecto, boute ce riezane
Kako CMMOOJI Ha eIMHCTBOY Ha a)pUKAHCKUTE
Harmu. [lapanenHo co oBoj mporiec ce cirydu-
10 ¥ npudakameTo Ha MaHaPPUKAHCKUTE OOU
(ipBeHa, 3e7eHa u I[pHA) O OJICITHH HOBH ad-
pUKaHCKHU ApXaBu. MOTHBUTE U LIEINTE 32 U3-
0op Ha TakBHUTE OOM cE€ CKOPO MCTH KAaKO M BO
CIIy4ajoT CO €THOIICKOTO 3Hame. YmorpebaTa
Ha OouTe (CHUTE WM camo JIeNl O]l HUB) BapH-
pa o ApKaBa JIo JpKaBa, THE Ce Pa3IuKyBaaT
M0 CUMOOJTMKATA IITO ja MPEeTCTaByBaar, HO ce
Cernak IMOBP3aHH BO OJIHOC Ha MOOYINUTE U MPH-
YUHHTE 32 U300p Ha OOUTE KaKO HAIMOHATHH OOU
Ha TIOCTKOJIOHH]aJTHUTE JIPIKABH.

TecHo mOBp3aHO CO KOJIOHUjATHUOT TIEPHOJ € U
(heHOMEHOT Ha HEHAlMOHAIHHU, OJTHOCHO HEECTHNY-
k1 apxkasu. HoBoco3naieHuTe qpKaBu, CBOUTE Ap-
JKaBHU TPAHUIM TY HACIEIHIIEC O] KOJOHHjaTHUOT
MEPUO/], & CO TOA M MEIIAHUOT ETHUYKH KapakTep
Ha npkaBute. HemoctoemeTo (BO TOIeM Jen) He-
HAIlMOHAJHU CTHUYKH JPKaBU Ha appUKaHCKHOT
KOHTHHEHT, a ocoO0eHo Mmery 40-Te aHaTW3WpaHu
BO OBOj TIperJyiell, UCTO Taka AMPEKTHO BIIMjaeiio
Bp3 M300pOT Ha HamuoHAIHH cuMOoiu. [lopamn
HEIMOCTOCHETO JTOMHHAHTHO MHO3WHCKA €THHUYKA
rpyna (co UCKITy4OK Ha OJIJISTHA IP’KaBU KaKo IITO
¢ BorBana nHa mpumep*), mpkaBuTe mpU mpoiie-
COT Ha YCBOjyBam€ Ha HOBUTE HAIIMOHAIHHU CUM-
0om MMalle TEeHICHIMja J1a YCBOjyBaaT CHMOOIH
KOUIITO HE MPETCTaByBaaT €THUYKH CHMOOI HITU
eTHHYKO 3Hame. [IpenBonenu on uueosnoruja-
Ta 32 €JMHCTBO M COJHMIAPHOCT CO CUTE MO-
CTKOJIOHHMjaJTHH HAIlMU, JIPIKABUTE CO3/1aBaje
3HAMUIA KOWINTO Ke Oujgar oO0eqMHYyBayKh
cUMOOJ 3a CHTE €THHYKU TPyIH BO Ap>KaBa-
Ta. V30ernyBameTo cMMOOIM Ha caMo elnHa
€THUYKA Tpyla JOBEJO JI0 CO3/1aBamke Ha Jie-
HEIIHUTE JM3ajHH, KOWIITO, J1a HAIlOMCHEME
MOBTOPHO, HEMAAT ETHUYKA CUMOOIHKA, TYKY
ce mpeaBojene (BO HAjTojeM Mei) O HIEO-
JIOTHHTE Ha TaHa(pHKAaHCKaTa COIUIAPHOCT
u equHCTBO. [lopamm TOa, CIMYHUOT MW UCT
Opoj 6on co MCTa WM CIMYHA CHMOOJIMKA MOYKaT
Jla ce TPOHajIaT Kaj Ap>KaBH O]l CUTE€ PETHOHHU O]
Adpuka, gecTo U Kaj Ap>KaBU KOUINTO HEMAaT CO-
ceJ/icKa OJIMCKOCT M HEMOCPEIHA COIUO-TIOINTHYKA
KOMYHHKAIIH]a.
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3HameTo Ha KeHuja e efieH o1 Hajpemnpe-

3eHTaTHBHUTE IPUMEPH 3a YIIoTpeda Ha

nanadpurauncku 6ou /The flag of Kenya
is one of the most representative example
of the use of Pan-African colours

3nameTo Ha MaJiaB1 e HCTO TaKa Oj[/IHYeH
mpHMep 3a YIioTpeba Ha GouTe 071 maHag-
pukanckoto 3uame /The flag of Malawi is
also an excellent example about the use
of the colours of the Pan-African flag
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had  experienced”.
The colours were of-
ten seen as a symbol
of unity of the Afri-
can nations. Simul-
taneously, the “true”
pan-African colours
(red, green, black—
the “Marcus Garvey”
colours). The use of
the colours (some or
all of them) wvaries
from country to country and they differ in the
symbolism they represent, but are still connected
by the motives and reasons for choosing those
particular colours as national colours of these
post-colonial states.

The phenomenon of non-national (i.e.,
non-ethnic states) is closely related to the colonial
period. The newly created states inherited their
state borders from the colonial period, leaving
them with a mixed ethnic character. The absence
(in most cases) of single-ethnicity national states
on the African continent, and in particular among
the 40 countries analysed in this review, also di-
rectly influenced the choice of national symbols.
Due to the lack of a dominant majority ethnic
group (though there are some exceptions, such
as Botswana*®), post-colonial states tried to adopt
new national symbols that did not represent a sin-
gle ethnicity. Led by
the ideology of unity
and solidarity with all
post-colonial nations,
the countries created
flags to serve as uni-
fying symbols for all
their ethnic groups.
Avoiding ethnic sym-
bols has led to the cre-
ation of today’s de-
signs, which instead
reflect, in most cases, an ideology of pan-African
solidarity and unity. Therefore, similar colors
with the same or similar symbolism can be found
in countries from all regions of Africa, often in
countries that do not share borders or close so-
cio-political communication.
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