ADOTOTTIXdA + VIMIOLOLMINId

OPYJKJETO KAKO
BERCWJIOJIOHIRH
AMbBJIEM HA
AP KABHUTE 3HAMUIbA

Make0HCKO rpOOCTIOBHO JIPYILTBO,
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3081-9039

YK 623.4[929.64:929.9(100)
https://doi.org/10.47763/mher21160052s

PelleH3upana cratuja

AIICTPAKT

OBaa aHanM3a MMa 3a 1N Jja W3BPIIN
npersie/] Ha CUTE HAlMOHAJHU 3HAMHUIbA BO
CBETOT, KOMIITO UMAaT MPUKAKAHO OPYIKje
Ha CBOETO HAIMOHAIHO 3HaMe. AHanu3ara
HE ce OrpaHM4YyBa Ha BHJOT Ha OPYXK)eTo,
HAYMHOT Ha KOEIITO TOA € MPUKAKAHO HUTY
Tak 1mo (opMaTa WM KOHIICHTOT BO YHJIITO
cKion mpunara opyxjero. Llenra e ma ce
YBU/IM KOM BHIOBH OpYXKja ce N30paHH KaKo
JIeNT 0] KOHLIENITOT Ha HAIMOHAIHO O0EeJexje, Kak-
Ba CUMOOJTHKA € 33/1aJIeHa Ha OPY’KjeTO ¥ BO KPaTKH
LPTH J1a Ce IPHKaXe MOTHBAIIMjaTa 32 TAKBUOT W3-
00p, TOKOJIKY € BO3MOXKHO. Bo cBeToT nma camo ner-
HaeceT 3HaMHUIba Ha JIPYKaBU HA KOUILITO NMa TPHKa3
Ha opyXje o] KakoB Ouiio Tun. BumoBute Bapupaar,
HAuYMHOT Ha TIPHKA3 € LIAPEHOJMK, a CUMOOJIHMKATa
€ JIOTOJHUTENHO pazHOBUIHA. ['pOOT € KiIydyHHOT
(axTop 3a MpUKaKYBamkhe OpyXKje HAa HALMOHATHOTO
3HaMe.

Kayunu 300poBu: 3HaMUba, OpYyXKje, TPOOBU U
HalMOHAJIEH CUMOOIL.
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ABSTRACT:

The goal of this analysis is to review
all national flags in the world that have
weapons as part of their design. The
analysis is not limited to the type of
weapon, the way in which it is presented,
nor the form or the concept to which the
weapon belongs. The aim is to see which
types of weapons are chosen as part of
the national flag, what symbolism is

ascribed to the weapon and to briefly show the
motivation for such a choice, if possible. There
are only fifteen countries with flags displaying
weapons of any type. The types vary as does the
symbolism and presentation modes are colourful.
The national coat of arms is one of the key factor
in displaying weapons on the national flag.

Keywords: flags, weapons, coat of arms and
national symbol.
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Bo coBpemeHaTa cMuclia Ha OMIITEHE, 3HAME-
TO KaKO KOHIENT € Tpa(uuKu AU3ajH KOjIITO KaKo
LEJIOKYITHA KOMITO3UIIMja ce 3eMa 32 Hal[OHAJICH
cumOoIT Ha efaHa aprkaa. Co apyru 300poBH, rpa-
(hMIKHOT MU3ajH CO CUTE HETOBU €JIEMEHTH IIITO CE
3alaZIcHd CO HajBUCOKHOT IpKaBEH IpaBeH aKT,
YCTaBOT WJIM TIOCEOEH 3aKOH, ja CUMOOIM3Upa Ap-
yKaBaTa, HaApOJIOT, KyJITypaTa W/ WIA OIMIITECTBOTO
BO paMKHWTE Ha TEPUTOPHjaTa Ha Taa JpkaBa (Toje-
tanHo Buau bpurtanmka 2021). OBa e ¢axT mTo e
MIPHUCYTeH Kaj cute 194 He3aBUCHU U METYHapOIHO
MpU3HATH JIp>KaBU BO cBeToT. CaMuotr rpaduyuku
npuKa3, OouTe, TIaBHUTE €JIEMEHTH Ha 3HAMETO,
KaKO U TOJIKYBAm-ETO Ha CHMOOJIMKaTa 1 U300pOT Ha
HaIMOHAJTHUTE 00eexja Kako CUMOOJ Ha HalMjaTa
ce pasMKyBaaT BO cekoja apkaBa. OBa e mpeamer
Ha UCTpaXKyBame Ha ,,unctarta xepanauka“ (Heimer
2016, 57).

Hexou 3HamMumba ce U3/1BOjyBaaT Of OCTAHATHTE
o u300poT Ha OGouTe (Ha TMpUMEp MOPTOKAIOBATA
KaKo IOMaJIKy 3acTarieHa 00ja Ha 3HAMHEbATa), JIPY-
'l TI0 pa3MepoT Ha caMoTo 3Hame (3HameTo Ha Ba-
TUKaH Wi MOHaKo), a oapeaeH Opoj ApKaBH TaK,
Ce M3MIBOjyBaaT 1o W300pOT Ha YIOTPEOCHUTE CHM-
0omu. Taka, HEKOM ApKaBU OJI0pajic HECBOjCTBEHH
MIpeIMEeTH, MTPETCTaBEHN Ha HAI[MOHAIHUOT BEKCH-
JIOJIONITKA CUMOOI — JIP’)KaBHOTO 3Hame. TakoB He-
TUIIMYCH TIPEMET 32 BEKCHUJIOJIOTHjaTa € OPYXKjeTo.

OpyKjeTo Kako Jen OJ] HAIMOHAIHHOT CHUMOOI
HE € HOBHMHA U UCTOTO MOXE Ja Ce IMPOHAj/Ie Ha T10-
BeKe MCTOPUCKH 3HaMUIba. BUIOT Ha opyxjeTo Ba-
pHpao o] 3HaMe JI0 3HaMe, a Ce KOPUCTEIIO KaKo Ha
MOpaHEIIHN HAI[MOHAJIHA 3HAMUHA TaKa U Ha 3Ha-
MHUba HA aMUHUCTPATUBHU €MHUIIN BO 3E€MjHTE.
[Ipumepn 3a BakBU HCTOPHCKU 3HAMHEbA KOW KO-
pucTene opyXkje Kako HallMOHAJIeH CUMOOJI ce 3Ha-
Mumara Ha ExBatopcka ['Buneja (masika, cekupa),
JlecoTo (Z1Be BKPCTEHM KOIIja) WIIM TaK MOpaHell-
Hoto 3Hame Ha Etnonuja (komje) (Cit.1). UctoTaka
Opy’Kje MOJKE J1a Ce TIPOHAjIe U Ha PETHOHAJTHY 3Ha-
MHba Kako mTo ce Ecekce (Tpu cabjm) u Mumecekc
(Tpu cabju HaABWINIEHU CO KPYHA) BO AHTIIHja KaKO
" ACTpaxaHCKHOT Kpaj (cabja HaaBHUIIIEHA CO KPYHA)
Bo Pycwmja (Znamierovski 2017, 391).

OBaa cratuja r'u aHamu3a JApP)KaBHUTE 3HAMHUEHA
BO CBETOT, KOUIIITO MPUKAXXyBaaT KaKOB OWIIO BHII
Ha O(aH3UBHO OpYyXKje, JAJHO U OTHEHO, KaKo U
aNaT KOWIITO BO JIaZIcH MOMEHT MOXeE Jia C€ WC-
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In modern communication theory, flags are a
graphic design concept that as a whole is taken as
a country’s national symbol. In other words, the
graphic design with all its elements sanctioned
by the highest state legal act, constitution or
special law, symbolizes the state, people, culture
and / or society within the territory of that state
(for more details see Britannica 2021). This
is a fact that is present in all 194 independent
and internationally recognized countries in the
world. The graphic representation itself, the
colours, the main elements of the flag, as well
as the interpretation of the symbolism and the
choice of national symbols as a symbol of the
nation differ in each country. This is the subject
of ‘pure heraldry’(Heimer 2016, 57).

Some flags stand out by the choice of colours
(e.g., orange is a less common flag colour), others
by the aspect ratio of the flag itself (e.g., the flag
of the Vatican or Monaco), and a certain number
of countries stand out by the symbols they bear.
Some countries have chosen uncharacteristically
representative objects, to place on their national
vexillological symbol - the state flag. Such an
atypical vexillological object is the weapon.

Use of weapons as part of the national symbol
is not a novelty and may be found on many
historical flags. The type of weapon varies from
flag to flag, and was used on both former national
flags and flags of
administrative
units. Historical
examples of flags
with weapons
as a national
symbol are those
of Equatorial
Guinea (club,
ax), Lesotho (two
crossed spears) and the former flag of Ethiopia
(spear)(Fig. 1). Weapons may also be found on
regional flags such as those from Essex (three
swords) and Middlesex (three swords with a
crown) in England as well as the Astrakhan region
(sword with a crown) in Russia (Znamierovski
2017, 391).

This article analyzes national flags of the
world which show any kind of offensive weapon,

cn./Fig. 1
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KOpUCTAT Kako JiajgHo opyxje. llIturor, kako ne-
(haH3MBHO OpPYIKje € HEM30CTABEH JIEJI O]] CEKOj Ip0.
Taka 61 MOXKeJO0 Jla ce cMeTa Jieka CHTE 3HAMUba
Ha KOW uMa rp0, 0e3 pasnuka Ha HEroBaTa COAPIKHU-
Ha, ©UMaaT Ha HUB opyxXkje. McToraka kako aedan-
3UBHHU OpYyXja ce KIIaCH(PHUITpaaT u KyJin, OeeMu,
TBpAWHH, TIOpTH UTH. OBHe nedaH3WBHU OpyKja
3aeTHO CO IITUTOT HEe ce JIeNT 0/ oBaa ananmu3a (Jo-
HoBcku 2015, 97).

Criopen; mpBUYHATa BU3YyeEITHA
aHanuza, |5 HalMOHAJIHM 3Ha-
MHBbA Ha ApxaBu wieHku Ha OOH
MMaaT HEKaKBO OpYXKje KakKo el
0]l HallMOHAJIHATA BEKCHJIOJIOIIKA
cumbounka. OBHE ce pacrpocTpa-
HETH HA CKOPO CHTE KOHTUHCHTHU
BO CBETOT, ocBeH Okeanuja. [Tone-
TaJllHaTa aHajK3a JlaBa IMoJIeTaJcH
OIMC Ha CaMHUOT eJIEMEHT, HeroBa-
Ta CUMOOJIMKA W, aKO € 3Ha4YajHO, UCTOPUCKO-KYJI-
TypHaTa OKOJHOCT BO KOjaIlITO UCTHOT TOj CUMOOIT
Ce YCTaHOBUIL

ADPUKA

Ha appukaHCKHOT KOHTHHEHT, YETUPHU JIPKABU
ynotpeOyBaar 3HaMHba Co opyxkje: Anromna, EcBa-
tuHN, Keranja n Mo3zamOuk. Opyskjata KOUIITO ce
NPETCTaBEeHH Ha 3HAMHIbaTa Ce JBE JIAJHU (KOIlje 1
MadeTa) U €JHO OTHEHO OpYyXkje (aBToMaTcKa MmyIiKa
Kanamraukos).

AHTroONa HAa CBOETO HALIMOHAIHO 3HAME MMa Ma-
yera u 3amueHuK (Cin.2). Maderara e BO 31aTHa
0oja U cropej CIy)KOCHHUOT OIMUC, TO CHMOOJU3U-
pa ,,IOUETOKOT Ha BoopyskeHata 6opba“ (Simbolos
nacionais, 2021) (mTo nmak JMPEKTHO C€ MOBP3yBa
CO PEBOJYLHOHEPHHOT MEPUOJ], OJHOCHO IOYETO-
KOT Ha aHTHKOJIOHHU]aiHaTa 0op0Oa).

Ha 3namero Ha Kenunja nma aBe Oenu BKpcTe-
HU KOTTja 33 IeHTpaTHuoT Macajcku mtut (Ci.3).
Komjeto e cumbon Ha ,,016pa-
HaTa Ha ciobojara, ropiaocra
W Tpaguijata‘“ Ha HapoAOT BO
Kenmja (getkenyaonline.com).
bunejkn 3namero Ha Kenmja
MOTEKHYBa OJ1 3HAMETO Ha II0-
JUTHYKaTa TMapTHja KOjalllTo
ce n3dopuiia 3a camoymnpasa Ha
Kennja on Opuranckara KoJo-
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cold and firearms, as well as tools that can be
used as a cold weapon at a given moment. The
shield, as a defensive weapon is an integral part
of every coat of arms. Thus it could be considered
that all flags with coats of arms, regardless of
their content, have weapons on them. Towers,
ramparts, fortresses, gates, etc. are also classified
as defensive weapons. These defensive weapons
along with the shield are not part of
this analysis (Jonovski 2015, 97).
According to initial visual
analysis, 15 national flags of
independentcountries, UN member
states, have some weapon(s) as

N\\ part of the national vexillological

symbolism. These are distributed
on almost every continent in the
world. Closer analysis gives a
more detailed description of the
element itself, its symbolism and, if significant,
the historical-cultural circumstances in which the
symbol was established.

AFRICA

On the African continent, four countries use
flags with weapons: Angola, Eswatini, Kenya and
Mozambique. The weapons represented on the
flags are two cold weapons (spear and machetes)
and one firearm (Kalashnikov automatic rifle).

Angola has a machete and a gear on its
national flag (Fig. 2). The machete is golden in
colour and, according to the official description,
symbolizes the ‘beginning of the armed struggle’
(Simbolosnacionais, 2021) (which in turn is
directly related to the revolutionary period, that is
the beginning of the anti-colonial struggle).

The Kenyan flag has two white crossed spears
behind the central Masai shield (Fig. 3). The spear
is a symbol of the “defense of freedom, pride
and tradition” of the Kenyan people
(getkenyaonline.com). Because the
Kenyan flag comes from the flag of
the political party that fought for self-
government of Kenya under British
rule, the spear originally symbolized
‘a reminder that the struggle is the
foundation of Kenya’s future self-go-
vernment’ (Kenya, Britannica, 2021).

JYHU + 2021



HUjaJTHa BJIACT, KOIjE€TO MPBUYHO CUM-
00IM3Upaso ,,IOTCETHUK Jieka ObopbaTa
€ TEeMEJIHUK Ha ujHaTa camoyIlpaBa‘‘
Ha Kenwnja (Kenya, Britannica, 2021).

EcBatmnm Ha 3HaMeTO HMa TpH
KOIIja IITO C€ TIOCTaBEHH 110331 IITUT
CO pa3NMyHa JOJDKMHA, KOUIITO HE ce
npexpcreru (Ci.4). Ciry>KOeHHOT OITnc
Ha E€CBAaTHMHCKOTO 3HaME ja TOJIKyBa
cuMOoJIMKaTa Ha KOIjeTO KaKo ,,CAMOOJT Ha 3allITH-
Ta Ha JpkaBaTta on Hemnpujatenute (Embassy of
Eswatini, 2021).

3namMeTo Ha Mo3aMOMK € EeIWHCTBEHOTO CO
aruTUKaIMja Ha COBPEMEHO OTHEHO OpYKje—aBToMaT
KanamuukoB AK-47 (Cn.5). ABToMaTckara mymika
KOjaITo € Jiesl 0] HAIMOHAITHHOT I'p0, MOCTaBeH Ha
3HaMeTo, € CUMOOJI Ha (Criopej Ciryxoe-
HUTE OIUCH) ,,0yJTHOCTa U Oj0paHara’
[ma npxasata] (Flag of Mozambique,
FOTW). Opyxjero moTekHyBa O]l H3-
BOPHOTO IMTAPTHUCKO 3HAME HITH HEj3MHATA
WJIC0JIOTH]ja, OJJHOCHO CeralrHara IMoJu-
THYKa MapTHja Ha BIIACT, KOJallITO CBO-
eBpeMEeHO ce M300pHiIa 32 He3aBUCHOCT
Ha Jp’KaBara.

Bo omHOC Ha BKymHHWOT Opoj 3Ha-
Mumba BO Adpuka, OpojoT Ha OHHE CO OpyXje e
MOIIIHE MaJl. /IUPEKTHO MJIM MHIUPEKTHO Kaj CUTE
OBHE 3HAMHA, OPYXKjeTO HAa HEKOj] HAYMH CUMOO-
JMYKH € TIOBP3aHO co OopOara 3a He3aBUCHOCT I
MaK Co TpaJAWLHOHATHUTE BPEAHOCTH, HEI'YBaHH Ha
TEPUTOPHHUTE.

EBPOIIA

Bo EBpona, camo Ha 3HameTo Ha Manra nma
npuka3 Ha Med, kako aen o1 Kperot ma Fopfu, mo-
CTaBEH BO KAHTOHOT Ha 3HameTo. OpIIEHOT € J1o/ie-
nen oj bpuranuja Ha ToramHara KojoHHja Manra
(Cn. 6) (Constitution
of Malta). 1o He3aBu-
cHocTa, Manrta ojy-
Yiiia Ja TO TOCTaBU
OpIeHOT Ha CBOETO
3HaMe, W CIEJICTBEHO
Ha Toa, MEYOT IITO
Cg. F'opfu ro apxu Bo
parere ro mpaBu 3Ha-
MeTo Ha Manra efuH-
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Eswatini’s flag has three
parallel spears of different
lengths placed behind a
shield (Fig. 4). The official
description of the Eswatini
flag interprets the symbolism
of the spear as ‘a symbol of
the protection of the state
from enemies’ (Embassy of
Eswatini, 2021).

The flag of Mozambique is the only one
with the application of modern firearms —a
Kalashnikov AK-47 (Fig. 5). The automatic
rifle, which is part of the national coat of arms
placed on the flag, is a symbol of (according to
official descriptions) “vigilance and defense”
[of the state] (Flag of
Mozambique, FOTW). The
weapon originates from the
original party flag or its
ideology, that is the current
political party in power,
which once fought for the
independence of the state.

In terms of the total
number of flags in Africa,
the number of those with weapons is very small,
or some 3% of the total number of African
flags. Directly or indirectly with these flags, the
weapon is in some way symbolically connected
with the struggle for independence or with the
traditional values nurtured in the territories.

cn./Fig. 5

EUROPE

In Europe, only the flag of Malta has a
depiction of a sword, as part of the George
Cross, placed in the canton of the flag. The Order
was awarded by Britain to, at that period, the

colony of Malta. (Fig.

6) (Constitution
of  Malta). Upon
independence, Malta
decided to place
the George Cross
on its flag, and
consequently, the

sword that St. George
carries in his hands,

JUNE + 2021
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CTBEHO HAIMOHAIHO 3Hame Bo EBpoma, kage mMa
MpHKa3 Ha OpyxKje.

A3H1JA

A3smja n300mTyBa CO CIIEKTap Ha YHUKATHO IH-
3ajHUPAHN 3HAMUA U CHMOOJHKA IITO € CIEIH-
(hnunHa 3a T0j KOHTHHEHT. O BKynmHO 49 3HaMumba
Bo Asmja, 3 umar opyxje: Oman, Caymucka Apa-
ouja u lllpu Jlanka. Kaj nBe ox oBue 3HaMuma,
OPYXkjeTo € IOCTABEHO BO IIEHTPAIHUOT JIeT Ha 3Ha-
METO, OJIHOCHO TOA € €JHO OJ1 KIYYHUTE CUMOOIH
Ha JIp)KaBara.

Lpsenara 6oja, Kojamito € Tpa-
JUIMOHANHA 3a apxasute ox Ilep-
CHUCKHOT 3ajJMB, € JOMHHAHTHaTa
0oja Ha 3HameTo Ha Oman (Cn.7).
Hanmonanuuor ambniem ce Haora
BO TOPHHUOT KOIIjEH JIeJI Ha 3HAMETO.
Lennor ambieM e BCYITHOCT KOM-
MO3UIlMja, COCTaBeHa O] OpYKja.
HNmeno, kamaTa co 3aKpUBEH BPB (CHMOOJ Ha CyJI-
TaHATOT) € TTOCTaBeHa BP3 IBE BKpPCTEeHU cabju (Tpa-
TUITMOHATHO OPY’Kj€ U JIeTT OJ1 CeKOjTHEBHATA 00JIe-
ka Ha Omanmwure)(Times of Oman).

Ha 3mamero ma Caymucka Apa-
Omja, Ha 3eleHa OCHOBHA MMa Oerna
cabja, Ko0jamTo € 3HAYUTEITHO TIO-
monra ox omanckara (Ci.8). Taa e
MOCTaBeHA BO CPEJMHATA HA 3HAME-
TO W € CBpTeHa KoH Korjeto. Cabja-
Ta, KaKO aparcko TpaIulOHAITHO
opyxkje, € cumOonm Ha ,,CTpOrocra
MpyU NPUMEHYBAmHETO Ha mpasaaTa’
Bo cayauckoto ommtectBo (Eriksen,
Jenkens, 2007).

Bo cnoboxnuor nen on 3uamero Ha Ilpu Jlan-
Ka uMa [pUKa3 Ha JiaB (cumMOoI Ha
CuaxanuTe U MOKTa Ha JprKaBa-
Ta), KOj BO KpeHaTara paka JIp>Ku
cabja (Cn.9). Ca0Ojara ja cumOo-
JU3Upa HE3aBHCHOCTA HA JpKa-
Bara (W. Karunarathne). Ca6jara
ja JIp’KH JIaBOT, ITO MHIUPEKTHO
UMIUTUIApA JIeKa HEe3aBHCHOCTA
Ha Jip>kaBata e Bo panere Ha CUH-
XaJure.

CuMObonmkaTa KOjamTo OpyXjeTo ja hMa Kaj
CHUTE TPH 3HAMHIbA ¢ PA3ITUYHA, HAJYECTO MOTHUBH-

»
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b

a

cn./Fig. 9
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makes the Maltese flag the only national flag in
Europe with a display of weapons.

ASIA

Asia abounds with uniquely designed flags
and symbolism specific to that continent. Out of
a total of 49 national flags in Asia, only 3 have
weapons: Oman, Saudi Arabia and Sri Lanka.
On two of these flags, the weapon is placed in
the central part of the flag making it a highly
visible symbol of the state.

Red, which is a traditional colour of the Gulf
states, is the dominant colour
of the Omani flag (Fig. 7). The
national emblem is located at
the hoist. The whole emblem is
actually a composition, made
of weapons. Namely, a dagger
with a curved tip (symbol of the
sultanate) is set on two crossed
swords (traditional weapons and part of the
everyday clothing of the Omanis) (Times of
Oman).

On the flag of Saudi Arabia, on a green field,
there is a white sword, which
is significantly longer than the
Omani’s (Fig. 8). The sword
is placed horizontally at the
bottom middle of the flag with
its point towards the hoist.
The sword, as a traditional
Arab weapon, is a symbol of
the “strictness while applying
justice” in Saudi society
(Eriksen, Jenkens, 2007).

On the fly of the Sri Lankan flag is a display
of a lion (symbol of the Sinhalese
people and the power of the state),
holding a sword in his raised hand
(Fig. 9). The sword symbolizes
the independence of the state.
(W. Karunarathne) The sword is
held by the lion, which indirectly
implies that the independence
of the state is in the hands of the
Sinhalese.

The symbolism of the weapon in all three
flags is different, most often motivated by

JYHU + 2021



paHa o TPATUIIMOHATHUTE U OMINTECTBEHO-IOJIN-
TAYKW MPUYUHH, HO CEMakK, 3a¢HUUKHA (PaKTOp 3a
CHTE TPY 3HaMHba € yIoTpedaTa Ha HCTOTO OpYIKje.

AMEPHKA, JY;KHA 1 CPETHA

Jyxna nu Cpenna AMeprka ce perHOHUTE Kaje
TO WMa HajrojieMa 3acTaleHOCT Ha OpyXje Ha
HaLlMOHAJIIHOTO 3Hame. O BKynHO 15 3HaMuma co
opyxje, 5 ce ox CpenHa, a 2 ox JyxHa Amepu-
ka. OpyxKjeTo e e ox
JP’)KaBHUOT TpO KOjIITO
€ LEJIOCHO TOCTaBeH Ha
3HaMeTo (0Ba € Cllyuaj
Kaj CUTE 3HAMMIbA LITO
ce omdareHn BO OBaa
aHanusza).  Mckiaydox
Ha OBa € caMoO 3HamMe-
To Ha bapbGanoc, kanue
OpYXjeTO OJI 3HAMETO
ro HEMa BO TpOOT.

3namero Ha boimBuja, BO CPEUITHUOT JIe)l Ha
CpelHaTa JIEHTa TO COJIPXH HAIMOHATHUOT Tpo
(Cn.10). Toj coapxu mypu TPU Pa3IUIHA BUIOBH
opyxje. OBoj ¢akT ro mpaBu 3HaMeTO Ha bonmmBHja
CO HajroieM Opoj pa3IWYHU BHIOBH OpYXKje, KO-
WIITO ce yrnoTpeOdyBaaT Ha HAIMOHAIHO obOeJex;je.
I'pOOT COAprkM MYIIKK IITO C& BKPCTEHO MOCTaBEHN
103311 ITHUTOT U 3Ha-
MHUaTa ¥ ja CUMOOITH-
3Upaar CIpEeMHOCTA 3a
onOpaHa Ha Jp)aBara.
Bennam po mymkwre,
Ha JecHaTa CTpaHa €
MOCTaBeHa MW CEKHpa
KojamTo € cuMOos Ha
apropurer. Tonosure,
KOMILTO CE TOCTaBEeHU
BKPCTEHO Bp3 MYIIKUTE, ja CHMOOJIN3UpaaT camMaTa
BOOpPYKEHOCT Ha jipxkaBata (Simbolos de Bolivia).

U na 3namero Ha ExBanop, opyxjero e ox rp-
00T MOCTaBEHO BO IEHTPAIHHUOT JeN Ha 3HAMETO
(Cn.11). ExBamopckuoT Tpd 1 3HaMe, MMaatT MOBp-
3aHOCT CO OHME Ha HekorarmHarta ['pan Komrymowuja.
EnHo opyxkje, ceknupara, € MoCTaBeHO KaKo JIeN O]
(acruure. Taka KOMIUIETHPAHUOT TpapUyUKH elre-
MEHT € CUMOOJI Ha PerryOIMKaHCKOTO JJOCTOMHCTBO
(SimbolosPatrios), JIpyruoT eneMeHT KOjIITo nMma
¢GyHKIMja Ha Ip)Kad Ha MITUTOT, a BO CYNITHHA €
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traditional and socio-political reasons, but still,
a common factor for all three flags is the use of
the same weapon.

AMERICA, SOUTH AND CENTRAL

South and Central America are the regions
with the highest prevalence of weapons on
national flags. Out of a total 15 flags with
weapons, 5 are from Central America and 2 from
South America. The
weapon is part of the
state coat of arms
which, en total, is
applied on the flag
and is the case with
all the flags included
in this portion of the
analysis. The only
exception to this is
the flag of Barbados, where the weapon on the
flag is not in the coat of arms.

The state flag of Bolivia contains the coat of
arms, in the centre of the middle band (Fig. 10).
The coat of arms contains three different types of
weapons. This fact makes the Bolivian flag the
one with the largest number of different weapon
types. The coat of arms contains crossed rifles
placed behind a shield
and trophy of flags
symbolizing readiness
to defend the country.
Next to the rifles, on
the right side, there
is an ax which is a
symbol of authority.
Crossed
which are placed on
the rifles, symbolize the very armament of the
state (Simbolos de Bolivia).

On the Ecuadorian flag, the weapon is from
the coat of arms placed centrally on the flag
(Fig. 11). The Ecuadorian coat of arms and flag
are associated with those of the former Grand
Colombia. One weapon, the ax, is an integral
part of the fasces upon which the shield rests.
Thus, the completed graphical element is a
symbol of republican dignity (SimbolosPatrios),
The other element that has the function of a

w5
cannons,

JUNE + 2021

BEKCUJIOJIOTUJA + VEXILLOLOGY



ADOTOTIIXdA + VIMIOLOLMONAL

opyxkje, ¢ xenebapaara. OBa opyKje KOCIITO HE €
CBOJCTBEHO 3a BEKCHJIOJIOTHjaTa, € MPUCYTHO CaMO
Kaj Tp0oT1/ 3Hamero Ha ExBanop.

Bbapbamoc e emuHCTBEHaTa
Ip>)kKaBa OJf OBOj PETHOH, Ta
BO CBETOT, Kaji¢ IITO OPYKjeTO
KOCIITO € MPUKAKAHO Ha HAIHO-
HAJIHOTO 3HaMe, HE € MTPHUCYTHO U
Ha npxxaBHHOT TpO (Cn.12). Ha
Cpe/iMHATa HAa 3HAMETO UMa MPH-
Ka3 Ha I[PH Tpo3adell co CKpiie-
Ha payka (cropen CiIy>XKOeHHOT
ommc). Tpo3abenoT € HaMepHO TMOCTAaBEH CO CKp-
IIICHA padvka 3a Jla CUMOONHM3HUpa PacKHHYBame Ha
Bapbasoc co KONMOHHjaTHUOT TIEPUO] U KOJIOHHU]ja-
HaTa BiacT (3a BpeMe Ha KOJOHHjaTHUOT MEPUO/,
TPO3a0eIOT Ha KOJOHHUJAIIHUOT IPO MMaJ IeJ0CHa
pauka)(barbados.gov.bb). Tpure 3aba, criopes TOJ-
KyBamara, r'u CI/IM6OJ'[I/I3I/IpaaT TPUTC TNPHUHIMUIIN:
,»BIIaJa Ol HapoJOoT™, ,,BJIa/1a 3a HAPOAOT™ U ,,BIaaa
Ha Hapoaot* (Barbados, FOTW).

Bo cpeaunara Ha 3Hamero Ha benuse e mocraBeH

rpboT Ha KOjIITO MMa ce-
kupa (Cn.13). Cexmpara

KOjamTo ¢ TpUKakaHa
JTBAITaTH Ha TPOOT € CHM-
0onm Ha JpBOCEUAUHTE,

OJIHOCHO JIpBHaTa HHJYC-
Tpuja Ha 3eMjara. (National
Symbols of Belize)

Ha cpegumnnor nen
Ha 3HaMeTo Ha ['BaTemana e mpercTaBeH TpOOT BO
KOJIITO MMa JIB€ BKPCTEHH IYIIKHA CO 0ajoHeTH, a
nomery HUB 1Be BKpcteHH calju (Cim.14). [lymku-
Te ja cuMOONHM3MpaaT kendaTa 3a 3alTHTaHA Ha-
LIUOHAIHUTE WHTEPECH, aKO € MOTPEOHO U CO CHUIIa.
Ca0jute ja cumOoiM3MpaaT 4Yecra Kako CTUYKU
kouient (Guatemala).

[ocnennure Be 3HaMHIbA O]l OBaa aHAJIHM3a Ce
3HaMHbaTa Ha XauTh U JlomrHnKanckara Pemyomu-
Ka. 3aeTHUYKO 32 JIBETE
OBHE 3HAMHIba, KOUIITO
maTeM ce U COCEIHH Jp-
’KaBH, € Toa INTO HeMa-
aT 3aJaJeHo0 ImoceOHa
cUMOOJIHKa Ha opyXkjara
IITO Ce TPHKAKAHU Ha
HaIlIOHATHOTO

¥ Y
X 7S a
Y%

3HaM€C.
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cn./Fig. 12

cn./Fig. 13

cn./Fig. 14
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shield supporter, and is essentially a weapon, is
the halberd. This weapon, which is not typically
associated with the vexillology, is
present only on the coat of arms /
flag of Ecuador.

Barbados is the only country
in the region, even in the world,
where the weapon displayed on
the national flag is not present on
the coat of arms (Fig. 12). In the
centre of the flag there is a display
of a black trident with a broken
handle (according to the official description).
The trident is deliberately depicted with a
broken handle to symbolize the break-up of
Barbados with the colonial period and colonial
rule (during the colonial period, the trident on
the colonial coat of arms had a full handle)
(barbados.gov.bb). The three arms, according
to interpretations, symbolize three principles:
“government of the people”, “government by
the people” and “government for the people”.
(Barbados, FOTW)

In the centre of
the flag of Belize
is the coat of arms,
which contains an
ax (Fig. 13). The ax,
which is shown twice
on the coat of arms,
is a symbol of the
loggers, that is, the wood industry of the country.
(National Symbols of Belize)

In the central part of the Guatemalan flag is
the coat of arms, which displays two crossed
rifles with bayonets and two crossed swords
between them (Fig. 14). Rifles symbolize the
desire to protect national interests, if necessary
by force. Swords symbolize honor as an ethical
concept. (Guatemala)

The last two flags
in this analysis are the
flags of Haiti and the
Dominican Republic.
The common thing
for both flags, which
are also neighboring
countries, is that
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3Hamero Ha XawTu UMa
[IPUKa3 Ha TOIOBHU IOJ Ia-
mmoBo apBo (Cn.15), a [Jo-
MUHUKaHCKaTa PemyOmuka
“Ma KoIlja KaKo JIp>Kadyd Ha
3HAMHbA KOWIITO CE TpH-
Ka)kKaHW 1033 IMTHTOT Ha
HarmoHaTHHOT TPpo (Ci1.16).
Ynorpebara Ha OpYXjeTo

Ha TpOOT, HajBEpPOjaTHO € MOTUBUPAHO O] OopOara

3a He3aBUCHOCT Ha OBHUE JIBC
HHUOT MICPHO/I.

OBaa aHanM3a HAa HAIHO-
HAJTHUTE 3HAMUFbA KOWIITO
MMaaT MPUKKAHO OpYyXKje,
HaBeyBa Ha 3aKIy4OK JieKa
OPYKjETO OJ] CBOjaTa MpBUY-
Ha HaMeHa (BoeHa), TOOHMIIO
Jpyra KOHOTallfja Kora € BO
Mpaliamke OBOj HJICHTHTET-
cku mporiec. Hajromem 0Opoj
OJ1 IPYKaBUTEITO ce € ora-

Jp>KaBHU OJ1 KOJIOHHjaJI-

&

cn./Fig. 15

they do not
have a special
symbolism of
the weapons
displayed on the
national flag.
The Haitian flag
depicts  cannon
under a palm tree

(Fig. 15), and the Dominican Republic has spears,
three on each side, two which act as flag staffs
for national flags displayed behind the shield

‘V’n‘\ BLICA DOIN Gy

R

ci./Fig. 16

TEHHW CO OBaa aHAJIN3a, TIPBEHCTBEHO NPEIBOJICHU O]
MPBUYHHTE UJIEH 3a 10001 WM HE3aBUCHOCT, CE OJI-
JIy9HJIe Ja TO MPUKaKaT OPYKjeTO M Ha CBOjOT HAITHO-
HasieH Tp0. OpyKjeTo Kako KITy4Ha ajaTka Bo OopOa-
Ta 3a HE3aBHCHOCT, HAajBEPOjaTHO OCTABUIIO JIOBOITHO
CHJICH BIICYATOK IITO PE3YJATHPAIO CO MOHATAMOIIHO
MOTEHIMPamse O] BAYKHOCTA 32 010paHa Ha HallMOHAI-
HHTE ujeary. Mai aen o OBUe JIp)KaBU C€ MOTUBU-
paHu Ol TPAAMLMOHAIHO-KYJITYPOJIOMIKA NPHYMHH.

Bo MpUJIOTr HAa OBaa aHaJIM3a
[Ba HaiuMHa Ha pas-
TJICayBambC nJm

MOXKE Oa C€ ImorjacaHar

of the national
coat of arms
(Fig. 16). The
use of weapons
on the coat of
arms is probably
motivated by
the struggle for
independence
of these two

countries from the colonial period.

This analysis of national flags displaying
weapons; leads to the conclusion that the weapon
has deviated from its original purpose (military),
and now has-a different connotation. Weapons
as a key tool in the struggle for independence
probably left a strong impression resulting in
further emphasis of the importance of defending
national ideals (a small number of these countries

appear

Camo cryaeno opy:kje / Cold weapon only

CyMHpame Ha pe3yn- | Amnrona

TatuTe Off aHamusara | Dapbanoc
benuse

Ha sHamumata. Kako | novmnnkancka Pery6imuka

U Ja e, mpuKa3oT Ha | Lksamop

: EcBarunu

0 € Ha Hammo- .

PYXJ t Kennja

HAIHOTO 3HaM€ TH | Mara

npaBu oBue JpkaBu | Owman

e/MHCTBeHN Bo cpe- | CAYAMCKa Apabuja
[IIpwn Jlanka

TOT, @ O]l BEKCHJIO-

JIOILIKA TJIeTHA TOUKa OrH

W nocta mpusieynn | MosamOuk  Mozambique
Xanutu Haiti

3a aHalM3a M ITIOHa-

TaMOIIHA AUCKYCH]a.

Angola
Barbados
Belize
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Eswatini
Kenya

Malta

Oman

Saudi Arabia
Sri Lanka

Bonueuja Bolivia
I'saremana Guatemala

Tun Ha opyiKje, IPHKa}KaHO HA HAIIMOHATHITE 3HAMHIbA MO 3eMjiL./

Types of weapons, shown on the national flags of the countries.
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motivated by

traditional  cultural
reasons).This
further =~ emphasis
manifested in
weapon displays on
national flags. The
display of weapons
on their national
flag makes these
part of
a special group in
the world, and from
a vexillological
point of  view,
quite attractive for
further analysis and
discussion.

countries
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Bua opysje/ Type of Weapon

2emja/ Country

maueTa/ Machete

Anrona/ Angola

konje/ Spear

DomnHuraHcka PenyBnuka, EceaTiHK M Kennja/
Dominican Republic, Eswatini, Kenya

3BTOMATCKA My ra/ Automatic

Rifle MosamBuk/ Mozambigue

nywka/Rife Bonuewja, [Batemans / Bolivia and Guatemala
cexmpa/ Ax Bonweuja, Ereanop v benuze/Bolivia, Ecuador and Belize
ton/ Canon Bonueunja u Xautu/ Bolivia and Haiti

Tpu3af/ Trident

Bapbanoc/ Barbados

ManTta, Wpw Madka, Nleatemana v Oman/Malta, 5ri

Meu/ cabja/ Sword Lanka, Guatemala and Oman
kama/ Dagger Oman/ Oman
xenebapaa/Halberd Exsanop/Ecuador

BupioBH 0pyiKje KOMIITO ce HA3HAYEHH KaKo eI Off HAIMOHATTHOTO 00eIeskje 10 3eMjiL. /
Types of weapon assigned as part of the national symbols by country.
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