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AIICTPAKT

[IpBara 3a0esexxaHa ynorpeda Ha 3Ha-

ABSTRACT

The first recorded flag usage in
Byzantine Macedonia goes back to the
10™ century. Portolans shows a yellow
flag with a red double-headed eagle
above City od Skopje. The heraldic
flags attributed to Alexander the Great
in medieval European sources are also

METO BO BHU3aHTHCKa MakeIoHHja JaTh-
pa ox 10 Bek. Ilopromanute mokakyBaat
JKOJITO 3HAME CO IIPBEH J[BOTJIAB Opell HaJl
rpan Ckorje. BkirydeHu ce v IpUTAIIIaHUuTE
XepaJIMuKy 3HaMumba Ha Asnekcanaap Be-
JIUKHU O] CPETHOBEKOBHH €BPOTICKH N3BOPH.

Opn BocTaHWYKUTE 3HaMHma 1oj OToMaH- included. Among the rebellion flags
ckarta Mimmiepuja HajcTapoTo couyBaHO € ox Make- under Ottoman Empire the oldest preserved is
JIOHCKOTO BOocTaHue Bo Pasznosuum o 1876 roquna. from 1876 Macedonian Uprising in Razlovci.
Opn 3HamMumaTa Ha yetute oj MimHaeHckoTo Boc- From the insurgent flags of Ilinden Uprising in
tanue Bo 1903 ronuHa moara u 6ojara Ha 3HAMETO 1903 came the color of the flag on Macedonian
Ha MakeJOHCKOTO Ap:kaBHO 3Hame oA 1943 roau- national flag of 1943. The red partisan five-
Ha. llpBeHaTa mapTu3aHCKa METOKpaka MOTEKHY- pointed star is from 1941 and latter appears on
Ba o7 1941 roauHa Ha 3HaMHI-aTa HA CUTE peIy- the flags of all republics in Yugosalvia. Under
omuku ox Jyrocnasuja. Ilox oBa 3Hame ce ocBoH this flag the Republic of Macedonia won its
He3aBHCHOCTa Ha PernyOnuka Makenonuja. Sses- independence in 1991. The star was replaced in
nata Oerre 3ameHera Bo 1992 rojuHa co KOJITOTO 1992 with the yellow 16-pointed sun of Kutlesh/
16-kpako conuie o tunot Kytiemn/Bepruna, xoe Vergina type, which in turn was replaced with an
nak Bo 1995 Gerie 3aMeHETO CO AMBEPIEHTHO COH- 8-rayed divergent sun. The design processes and
e co ocyMm 3pariu. [Iporecure Ha Au3ajHUpALE U proposals are discussed in detail.
MPENIO3UTE Ce JUCKYTUPAHU BO JICTAIH.

Kiuyuynu 300poBH: BEKCITWIOJIOTHja  Ha Keywords: Vexillology of Macedonia, Flags
Makenonuja; 3HaMHBaTa Ha  MakeaoHH]a; of Macedonia, Macedonian flag
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ADOTOTTIXAA + VIAIOLOLMINIL

PAHU 3HAMUIbA

Makenonuja, pernon Ha bankanckuor Ilomyoc-
TPOB BO jyroucrouHa EBpoma, Buzena MHOTY IU-
BHJIM3AITUN M KYJITYPH BO CBOjaTa JI0JITa MCTOpH]ja.
AHTHYKOTO MAKEIOHCKO KpPAJICTBO, HAjIO3HATO IIO
TOJIEMHOT OCBOjyBad AJiekcaHmap MakemoHCKH,
naiHaNo Bo parere Ha Pumjannte Bo 146 m.H.e. Bo
cienHuTe 22 Beka (CO HEKOJKY KPaTKH IPEKUHN)
Makenonuja Ouina zen of ABE TOJIEMH HMIICPHH,
Pumckara (BkimyuyBajku ja Buzantuckara) u Oto-
MaHckara Mmnepuja. Ha mouerokor Ha 20 Bek, pe-
MOHOT Ha MakenoHMja, Kako IieH Ha [IpBara Oan-
KkaHcKa BojHa (1912), Oeriie moyeneH Mery 4eTHpUTE
MItaau OankaHcKu npxasu, I pumja, Byrapuja, Anba-
nuja u CpOuja, ¥ TOKMY Ha AEJIOT KOj Taa IO OKyIupa
ce co3ziaBa MoJiepHaTa ApkaBa MakenoHuja.

3HameTo e cuMO0O0J Ha JIpXKaBa, 3eMja, TIPOBHH-
LMja WTH., 114 JypUd U HapoJ. 3a BpeMe Ha Cpej-
HOBEKOBHHOT TEpPHOJ], 3HAMHI-ATA TJIaBHO Owuie
XCpAIJIMYKH, Yd] JIU3ajH € Mpe3eMeH ojJ rpoorT.
TekcTUIIOT 0J1 KOj ce HalpaBeHW 3HAMHIbATA HE €
MHOTY M3/P>KJIUB MaTepHja. 3aTtoa, IpH HCTPaKy-
BamkETO HA 3HAMUBbaTa Tpeda 1a KOPUCTUME HaBO-
PELIHN U3BOPH, KAKO IITO CE CIMKU WM 3HAMHIbA
BO KHWI'HM, WJIM HUBHUOT JIM3ajH ONMIIAH BO HCMe-
Ha dopma.

Bo Ucrounoto Pumcko LlapctBo, cpeanoBe-
KOBHHUTE 3HaMHIba OWJIe TOJA CHIIHO BJIMjaHHE Ha
LI[PKBaTa, a KPcTOT Oui Hajuect cumboir. Kora cBe-
TH MeToayj BiaAeeN CO MOTPAHUYHUOT PETHOH
mery Hcrounoto Pumcko LlapctBo u Byrapckoro
KpanctBo, okony pekara bperannuna Bo Makeno-
Huja (845-855) ce mpernocraByBa jeka HMai pBe-
HO 3HaM€ CO JKOJT KPCT, MpeJ KOoe TH MOKPCTYBal
TyfeTo BO HErOBOTO KHEKEBCTBO KO YIIITE HE OuIe
xpuctujanu (ITanos 1988, 290) (ci. 1).

Kora momorina OyrapckuoT Biaze-
ten bopuc (852-889) ja ocBonn Make-
JIOHWU]a, TO] UCTIPATIII IUCMO JO Tara-
ta Hukoimaj I Bo koe mparryBa KakBO
3Hame za Bee. Kako oxrosop, mamara
Hanuiajg, KakBO APYro 3HaAME OCBEH
3HAKOT Ha CBETHOT KPCT, 00jaCHYyBajKH
nexka Koncrantun Benuku ro mocra-
BWJI KPCTOT Ha LpBeHO 3Hame. OBa HU
JlaBa HACOKH JIeKa ITOBEKETO 3HaMUba 0] TO]j Iepu-
on Oumite co kpet (Otrosopute 1960, 87-88) .

Hajcrapara 3auyBaHa npercTaBa Ha KOHKPETHO
3Hame B0 MakeZjoHHja e 3HameTo Ha rpagoTt Ckomje
0]l IOMOPCKa KapTa Ha UTAIMjaHCKHOT KapTorpad
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Cn./Fig. 1

EARLY FLAGS

Macedonia, a region on the Balkan Peninsula
in southeast Europe, has seen many civilizations
and cultures in its long history. The ancient
Macedonian Kingdom, best known for the
conqueror Alexander the Great, fell to the
Romans in 146 BC. In the next 22 centuries
(with a few short interruptions) Macedonia
was part of two great empires, the Roman
(including Byzantine) and Ottoman Empires.
At the beginning of the 20" century the region
of Macedonia was divided, as a spoils of the
First Balkan War (1912), among the four young
Balkan states: Greece, Bulgaria, Albania, and
Serbia; the modern state of Macedonia occupies
territory gained at that time by Serbia.

A flag is a symbol of a state, land, province,
etc., or even a peoples group. During the medieval
period flags were mostly heraldic, devised based
on coats of arms. The textiles of which the flags
were made was not very durable. Therefore, in
researching flags we need to use external sources,
such as paintings or flags in books, or their designs
as described in writing.

In the Eastern Roman Empire, medieval flags
were strongly influenced by the church, with
the cross as the most common symbol. When
St. Methodius' ruled the border region between
the Eastern Roman Empire and the Bulgarian
kingdom, around the river of Bregalnica in
Macedonia (845-855), he presumably had a red
flag with a yellow cross, before which he baptized
the people in his principality who had not yet
become Christians (ITanos 1988, 290) (Fig. 1).

When later the Bulgarian ruler Boris (852—
889) invaded Macedonia, he sent a letter to
Pope Nicholas I, asking
what kind of flag to fly.
In response, the pope
wrote, “what other flag
than the sign of the Holy
Cross?”, explaining that
Constantine the Great
placed the cross on a
red flag. This gives us
guidance that most flags of that period bore a
cross (OtroBopute 1960, 87-88).

The oldest preserved representation of a
specific flag in Macedonia is the flag of the city of
Skopje, from a 1339 maritime map (portolan) by
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Angenuno gae [ymuepto,
ox 1339 romuna (Dulcert
1339). OBaa kapra rv npu-
KaXyBa  IIPUCTAHUINTATA
okoily MeauTtepaHoTr, a
HEKOM OJf HHMB CE€ IIpUKa-
*aHn co 3Hame. Ckorje e
MIPETCTAaBEHO CO HATIIHUCOT
,»CKOIIH™, HaJI KOj ce Haora
TBpAMHA, HajJ Koja ce Bee
3HaMe. 3HaMeTO € YKOJITO CO LPBEH JBOIJIAB Ope
(cm. 2). TexcToBUTE HA OBOj €T O KapTara ce Haru-
mranu Haonaky. [lomomy nMa Hatmuc ,,CepBuja“, Koj
Jocera ce ToskyBaie kako Cpouja, a co Toa 3HaMeTo
n ce npunuurysaime Ha Cpouja. Ho, Ha oB0j mopTo-
JIaH, IPBEH TEKCT c€ KOPUCTH CaMo 3a rPaJIoBH, TaKa,
ce pabotu 3a rpagot CepBuja, Ha pekara bucrpuia
(AnmkMoHac), cera Bo perioHoT MakenoHuja Bo [p-

uuja. Ha ucrara kapra, 3aamero Hag ColyH € HCTO
Kako 1 HaJt KOHCTaHTHHOMOJI - IIPBEHO 3HAME CO KOJIT
KpCT, 3HaMeTo Ha Bwusantmckara Mmmepwmja, ucto
KaKo IITO BeKke CIIOMEHaBMe TIpe/T /1Ba BeKa.

HcroTo x0nT0 3HaME CO IPBEH JBOTIIAB OPE, Ce
rJiela Ha UCTOTO MECTO BO MOPTOJNIaHOT Ha | 'abpuen
ne Baiceka om 1439 romuna (Valseca 1439). Makeno-
HUja BO MMOCJICAHUTE JCICHNUH Ha 14 Bek MoTnaaHaia
oy, OtomaHckara MiMnepuja, Taka mTO BO BPEMETO
Ha HCI[PTyBamke Ha KapTaTa Ha Basiceka Ora 1ieimocHo
nox Oromancka Ummnepuja.

3HaMeTo Kako amOieM ce Haora
BO UYeNieHKaTa Ha (TPHUITUILIAHUOT)
rp6 Ha KpajgoT Mapko MpmaBueBUK,
KOj BJajJieen co JieNl O IEeHTpaiHa
Makenonuja (1371-1395). Herosute
rpOOBH BO HIIMPCKUTE TPOOBHHII, HA
YeJeHKaTa MPUKaKyBaaT >KeHa Koja
JOpXHU 3HaMe. 3HaMEeTO € TIO/IEJIEHO
BEPTUKAIHO Ha O€JI0 U IPBEHO CO eI~
HOTJIaB OpeJl, KOj € 0OpaTHO 00OcH,
JIETIOT OJT OPEJIOT IITO JIEXKH Ha Oero-
TO TIJIATHO € IIPBEH, a OHOj Ha I[PBEHO-
TO IIaTHO € Oer. OpenoT € KpyHHcaH
co 3mato (London 16, 19) (ci. 3).

MTPUITNIITAHU XEPAJITUYKN
3HAMHIbA HA AJIEKCAHJIAP
MAKEJIOHCKH

[ToceOHa 30MpKa 3HAMHUIA CE OHUE XepayIud-
KHTC 3HAMHIbA MPUNHIIAHU Ha AsekcaHmap Ma-
kenoHcku. JIukoT Ha Alekcaniaap MakelnoHCKH e
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the Italian cartographer
Angelino Dulcert
(Dulcert 1339). This map
shows the ports around
the Mediterranean, and
most of them show a flag.

Skopje is represented
by the inscription
“Scopi”, above which

is a fortress, over which
a flag is flying. The flag is yellow with a red
double-headed eagle (Fig. 2). The texts on this
part of the map are written upside down. Below
it is the inscription “Servia”—this was initially
interpreted as “Serbia”, and thus the flag was
attributed to Serbia. But the red text was used
only for cities, and it actually identified the city of
Servia, on the river (Bistrica) Alikmonas, now in
the region of Macedonia in Greece. On the same
map, the flag over Salonica is the same as over
Constantinople—red with a yellow cross, the flag
of Byzantine Empire, as we already mentioned
two centuries before.

The same yellow flag with red double-headed
eagle is also seen at the same location on the
1439 portolan of Gabriel de Vallseca (Vallseca
1439). During the last decades of the 14™ century
Macedonia had fallen to the Ottoman Empire, so
at the time of Vallseca map it was completely
under Ottoman Empire.

A flag as a crest is found on the
coat of arms attributed to King Marko
Mrnjavcevic, who ruled part of central
Macedonia (1371-1395). On his coats
of arms in the Illyrian Armorials, the
crest depicts a woman holding a flag.
The flag is divided vertically into
white and red with a single-headed
counterchanged eagle—the part of
the eagle on the white field is red, and
the part on the red field is white. The
eagle is crowned in gold (London, 16,
19) (Fig 3).

HERALDIC FLAGS ATTRIBUTED
TO ALEXANDER THE GREAT OF
MACEDONIA

A special collection of flags are those heraldic
flags attributed to Alexander the Great of
Macedonia. The image of Alexander was deeply
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T1ab0KO BTpajZicH BO CBECTa Ha JIyF'€TO O CPEIHO-
BekoBHa EBpora - He caMo Kako rojieM OCBOjyBad,
TYKy W Kako cumMOon Ha gob6sect u BuremTBo. Ce
[I0jaBUJIE PA3JIMYHM [Jejla 3a HErOBHOT JKUBOT U
JOCTUTHYBamba, 0COOCHO NPEBOAY U aJaNTalud Ha
nemnara o 3 Bek: Mcmopuja na Anexcandap Maxe-
ooncku on Kesuntr Kyprunyc Pyd u JKusomom na
Anexcandap, kparom na Makedonyume on Ilces-
no-Kamucren (Jonoscku 2015, 36).

Bo BpemeTo Ha nponyToT Ha XepanaukaTa Bo 13
BEK, 'POOBUTE U OCOOCHO XEPAANUYKUTE 3HAMUIbA
Kako OaHepu W CTaHIapAd UM ce NPHUIUIIyBaJie Ha
MUTOJIOIIKKA (DUTYpH WM Ha JIUIAa KOU >KUBEEJe
Ipe]] TOYETOKOT Ha XepaJinKaTa Bo 12 Bek, Kou THe
BCYIITHOCT HE HM MOXeJie Jja TH HocaT. Tue ce dan-
TAaCTUYHU MPOM3BOAM O Pa3BHEHUOT XEPaJANUKH
nepuoj. ['pOoBHHUTE 3HAMKIba Ha AJleKCaHIap ce
M0jaByBaaT Kako HIYCTpPAIlMH BO
OIIITH HAPALIMU U aJIEKCaHIPUIH
(KHW)KEBHH JIeNla KOW TO CjaBat
KHBOTOT M JIOCTUTHYBamaTa Ha
Anexcannap). HuBHmor wu3rien
HE € IOCTOjaH, HO Ce I0jaByBa-
aT pa3IMYHU TOJIKyBamba BO 3a-
BHCHOCT 01 peruoHoT (Jonovski
2020, 14).

Hajcrapara kHmra koja ro
npukaxyBa Ajekcangap Make-
JIOHCKM CO 3Hame € O]l IpBaTa
nonoBuHa Ha 13 Bek. Bo BU3aHTHCKaTa KHMra Ha-
MUIIaHa Ha TPYKHU jasuk, Mcmopuja na Anexcam-
oap Benuxu (peueH3uja WICWIOH), 3HAMETO € CO
TETparpaMcKku Kpct (co yetupu OyksH ,,B“) (ci. 4)
(Pseudo-Callisthenes 1200, 17r). Toa e, BepojaTHoO,
HajpaHara ro3Hara yrnorpeba Ha oBa 3Hame. [lojo-
IIHa, Toa ke Ouje Mpe3eMeHo O] LIaPEBUTE O]l BU-
3aHTHCKara auHacthja [lanmeosor, BepojaTHO CHM-
00JIMYHO MOBP3YBajku ce co Asiekcanaap Benuku.
Toa ke craHe MO3HATO M KaKO BH3AHTUCKO 3HaMe.
Hctnor 6mazon 3a CpbOuja ce
jaByBa BO MIIMPCKHUTE TPOOBHUITH
TTOYHYBAajKH Of] KpajoT Ha 16 Bek.

IIpBoTO TPOOBHO 3HAME IITO
My ce€ IpUNMIIyBa Ha AJIEKCaH-
nap Bo 3amajHa EBpoma ce moja-
BUJIO Ha MOYETOKOT Ha 13 Bek
(Moxebun 1210 roawHa) BO Jeo-
to Ha Ponep IV on Jlun, Cmapa
ucmopuja 00 Llezap, BO HeTOBaTa
WIyCTpUpaHa Bep3Hja, PaKOIH-

MAKEJIOHCKU XEPAJI/ 18

6

embedded in the consciousness of the people of
medieval Europe—not only as a great conqueror
but also as a symbol of virtue and chivalry.
Various works on his life and accomplishments
appeared, notably translations and adaptations of
the 3" century History of Alexander the Great by
Quintus Curtius Rufus and 7The Life of Alexander,
the King of Macedonians by Pseudo-Callisthenes
(Jonoscku 2015, 36).

As heraldry flourished in the 13" century,
arms and especially heraldic flags as banners and
standards were attributed to mythological figures,
or to persons living before the beginning of
heraldry in the 12" century, who did not actually
bear arms. They are fanciful products of the
heraldic period. The armorial flags of Alexander
appear as illustrations in general stories and
Alexander Romances-
Alexandrides (literary works
celebrating Alexander’s life

and achievements). These
were not consistent—various
interpretations appeared
depending on the region

(Jonovski 2020, 14).

The oldest book depicting
Alexander the Great with
flag is from the first half of
13" century. In the Byzantine
book written in Greek, Historia Alexandri
Magni (recension epsilon), the flag bears a
tetragrammatic cross (with four letters “B”)
(Fig. 4) (Pseudo-Callisthenes 1200, 17r). It is
probably the earliest reported usage of this flag.
Later, it would be used by the emperors of the
Byzantine Paleologos dynasty (probably to
connect them symbolically with Alexander the
Great) and became known as Byzantine flag. The
same blazon appears for Serbia from the Illyrian
armorials, starting from the end
of 16" century.

The first armorial flag
attributed to Alexander appeared
in Western Europe in the early
13™ century (perhaps 1210) in
the work of Roger IV of Lille,
Histoire ancienne jusqu’a César,
and in its illustrated version, the
manuscript of Dijon, about 60
years later (Histoire 1260, 172v)

JYHU « 2022



cot Ha [[wkoH, okomy 60 roauHn
nojtoriHa (Histoire 1260, 172v) (ci1.
5). Bo =ero, 3HaMeTO Ha AJICKCaH-
Jap € mpBeHo co cpedpeH naB. Bo
WITyCTPUPAHUOT paKkomnuc Ha Poma-
Hom Ha cume eume3su o 14 Bek Ha
Tomac ne Kent 3a Anexcanaap, ro-
Ka)KyBa 3JIaTHO 3HaMe CO I[PBEH JIaB
(cim. 6) (Grise 1338, 58v).

Bo cBojara emncka moema 3a-
Kiemeama Ha NayHom, W3BeleHa
npex Ouckynor on Jlmk Bo 1312

ronuHa, JXKak ae Jlonryjon ru npociaByBsa ,,JleBerte

JIOCTOMHCTBEHHUIM , TOA CE TpHja-
Ja oJl Tpujamu: ,,JloOpure maraHu:
Xektop on Tpoja, Anekcanmap
Bemuku u Jynmj Llesap; ,,Jlo0pure
EBpen*: Mcyc Hasun, kpanor [da-
Bua u Jyna Makasej, u ,,Jlo0pure
xpHcTHjaHu“: kpasot Aptyp, Kapno
Bemuxkwu u loadpu on Byjon, kpanor
Ha Epycammm (Voex 1350). Crvku-
T€ HA JICBETTE JIOCTOMHCTBEHHITH CO
rpOOBU WITM XEPAINYKU 3HAMHUEbA
MOXKE Jla Ce HajaaT n3paboTeHH BO

KaMeHa IJIaCTHKa, Ha (DPECKH, TaluCEepUH UTH.

IITO YECTO CE CIIydyBa CO IPHITH-
[IaHUTE TPOOBH, THE IMTOKAXKyBaaT
OJIpeieHa HEeJIOCIIETHOCT (YeCTo ce
3aMEHETH €JICH CO JIPYT).

LpBeHO HaMe co 371aTEeH JaB ce
cpekaBa U BO AJieKcaHApUIa Ha
rpuku o7 14 Bex ox Benenuja (ci.
7) (Wevdo-Karlcbévng 109v).
CHHO 3HaMe CO 3J1aTEH JIaB € MPo-
HAj/ICHO BO JICJIOTO Ha ABTYCTHH,
booicjuom epad  macnpomu  na-
eanume, on 1480 romuna (ci. 8)
(Augustinus 1480, 73).

Bo @axmu u oena na Anex-
canoap Benuxu on 1463 ronuHa,
3HAMETO € I[PBEHO CO 37IaTCH 3M¢]
(ci1. 9). OBe HaoraMe U 3HAMHUIbA
co Tekct ,,Anexcanmap‘ (Luceéne
1463, 44r). Bo npyro uznanue ce
MIPUKaKaHU KOJITO 3HAME CO IIp-
BEH JIaB KOj JIp>KK OOpOeHa CeKH-
pa unm xanbepaa (ci. 10) (Curse
15, 14r).

3eeH0 3HaMe€ CO 3JIaTHH
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(Fig. 5). In it, Alexander’s
flag is a silver lion on
red field. The illustrated
manuscript of Le roman de
toute chevalerie, the 14"-
century novel by Thomas de
Kent about Alexander, shows
a red lion on a golden field
(Fig.6) (Grise 1338, 58v).

In his epic poem Les
Voeux du Paon, performed
before the Bishop of Liege in

1312, Jacques de Longuyon glorified “the Nine

Worthies” (Voex 1350). They
were a triad of triads: the
“Good Pagans™: Hector of
Troy, Alexander the Great,
and Julius Caesar; the “Good
Jews”: Joshua, King David,
and Judas Maccabeus; and
the “Good Christians”: King
Arthur, Charlemagne, and
Godfrey of Bouillon, King
of Jerusalem. Images of the
Nine Worthies with coats

of arms or armorial flags can be found in stone,

frescoes, tapestries, etc. As is
often the case with attributed
coats of arms, these show some
inconsistency (often being
transposed with each other).
Flags with a gold lion on
a red field are also found in
Alexandride in Greek from
14" century Venice (Fig. 7)
(Wevdo-KorhaOévng, 109v).
A golden lion on a blue flag
is found in Augustinus's De

Civitate Dei contra Paganos, from 1480 (Fig. 8)

Cn./Fig. 9
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(Augustinus 1480, 73).

In Les faits et geltes
D’Alexandre le Grand of 1463,
the flagis red with golden dragon
(Fig. 9). Here we also find a
flag with the text “Alexander”
(Lucene 1463, 44r). In another
edition the flag shows a yellow
flag with red lion on holding a
battle ax or halberd (Fig. 10)
(Curse 15%, 14r).

BEKCUJTOJIOTUJA « VEXILLOLOGY
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IIECTOKPAKH SBE3/IM CE Haora BO
repMaHckata KHura bemudop-
tuc ox Kowpan Kajzep (ci. 11)
(Kyeser 1450, 87r). LlpBeno 3Ha-
Me co 37aTeH opudiejM ce Haora
Bo Tpume conemu nacnogu on Ce-
bactujan Mepmor, o 16 Bek (ciI.
12) (Mermot 16¢, 19v).

CHHO 3HaMe CO TpH 3JIaTHH
SBOHA € MPOHAjICHO BO JIEIOTO
Anexcanoap Maenyc on Penune
Puxtep ox 1567 ronuna (cn. 13) (Regine 1567, 4v).

AJekcaHzap co 3Hame co Ko3a ce riesia Bo Ma-
teyc Mepujan, Cepuja nHa wemupume umnepuu Ha
Kom: Anexcandap Benuxu, xpan na Maxedonuja
on 1593 romuna (cit. 14) (Matthidus 1593). Kozara
e TOBOpeH cumOon Ha Ajra, TJIaBHHOT rpaj Ha
Anekcannap MakegoHCKH.

Hajpanunor mpuka3 Ha 5aB 3a AJlekcaHIap BO
suaHUTe (PPECKU € MPOHAjIeH BO 3aMOKOT MOHTH
Bo Uranuja, koj narupa ox 1430 roauna. Hekon o
JICBETTE JIOCTOMHCTBEHUIIH C€ TIPUKaKaHU co Tpo,
HEKOW co 3Hame. ['pOoT Ha AJekcaHmap € IPBEHO
CO 3JIATEH JIaB, KOj CEJHM Ha 3J1aTeH TPOH U JIPKH
3nmatHa cexkupa. CiamgHau PpecKu o UCTHOT MEePHO
ce mponHajnern Bo lllaro ne Banepe, Bo Cuom,
[Trajuapuja, HO Tamy AJieKcaHaap € MPETCTaBEH CO
»o01T0 3Hame co 1pBeH naB (Norris et al. 1997, 199).

"~ CnfFig. 12

Cn./Fig. 11

BOCTAHUYKH 3HAMUIbA

Bo 15 Bex Makenonuja moTHajHaNa IO

WNmnepuja.  Ynorpebara  Ha
3HaMHMIba BO  MakenoHHja €
JIOKyMEHTHpaHa U BO TypcKu u3BopH. Taka, Bo 1651
roauHa, oBuapot TaHe oj GMTOJICKOTO ceno Yanpiu

OToMaHcKaTa
OYHTOBHUYKH
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The green flag with golden
six-pointed stars is found in
the German book Bellifortis
by Konrad Kyeser (Fig. 11)
(Kyeser 1450, 87r). A red flag
with a golden oriflamme is
found in Sebastien Mamerot,
Les Titre Trois Grands, from
16" century (Fig. 12) (Mermot
16¢c, 19v).

A blue flag with three
golden bells is found in Regine Richter’s 1567
Alexander Magnus (Fig. 13) (Regine 1567, 4v).

Alexander with a flag with a goat is seen
in Matthdus Merian, Serie der vier Weltreiche
zu Pferd: Alexander der Grofe, Konig von
Makedonien of 1593 (Fig. 14) (Matthaus 1593).
The goat is a canting symbol for Ayga, the
capitol of Alexander's Macedonia.

The earliest representation of a lion on a flag for
Alexander in wall frescoes is found at Monti Castle
in Italy, dated to 1430. In a depiction of the Nine
Worthies, some are holding heraldic flags, some
wuth arms. Alexander’s is a red flag with a gold
lion seated on a gold throne holding a gold axe.
Similar frescoes from the same period are found
in the Chateau de Valére, in Sion, Switzerland, but
Alexander is represented there by a yellow flag
with a red lion (Norris et al. 1997, 199).

Cn./Fig. 14

Cn. Fig. 13

FLAGS OF REBELLION

In the 15" century Macedonia came under
Ottoman rule. The use of rebel flags in Macedonia
is also documented in Turkish sources. Thus,
in 1651 the shepherd Tane from the village of
Cairli, Bitola, was convicted as a flag bearer
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OWn ocyleH Kako 3HaMeHocel] Ha ,Kpaarure’
(Hdoxymentu 1981, 149). 3namero Ha Kapmomr ox
1689 romuHa ce CrioMeHyBa Kako ,,3710cpekno’ (ibid).

Ilopagu Temxkure yCIOBH IOJ OCMAaHJIMCKATa
BJIACT ¥ MHOTYOpOjHHUTE KOHGIMKTH BO Make0HH]a,
MHOTYMHHA CEMHTPHpaie BO APYTH 3EMjH, Mery
kou u Bo Pyckara Umnepuja. Ox HuUB, 1o Hapeada
Ha pyckata uapuna EnucaBera IlerpoBna, Ha 10
Maj 1759 rommHa Omn ¢dopmupaH MakeqOHCKHOT
MOJK, KOj HMajl CBOE€ 3HaMme NPE3eMEHO O
Cremarorpadpujata Ha KedapoBuk. Ha sxonroro
3HaMe OWI TpPeTCTaBeH LPBEH JIaB, a HaJl HEro
numrysaio ,,MAKEJIOHUJA®*. On 1776 no 1783
rO/IMHA TIOJIKOT KOPUCTEN APYro 3HaMe CO MeTalHa
Kama ¥ BKpcTenu korja (Martkoscku 1985, 270).

Herymkoro Boctanue wu30yBHaio Bo 1822
roJMHa Moj pakoBojacTBO Ha Artanac Kaparamio-
Crapuor. llITaboT Ha OyHTOBHUIIMTE UMAJl [[PBEHO
3HaMe co 37IaTeH Oped, a Haja openot Harnuc [leuat
Ha cio6omara (Crojues 2000, 329).

Hury efHO o1 OBHE TpH 3HAMUHA HE € 3a9yBaHO U
HeMa CJIMKa 33 Toa Kako miriesanie. [Ipporo couyBaHo
3HaMe e 0 Make0HCKOTO BocTaHue Bo Pa3nosuu 1876
roguHa, Ha Juvutap [lom I'eoprues-beposcku (cit.
15), Toa e IpBEHO, CO IPBEH JIaB CO
Hatnucor rope ,,MAKEOHIA*
BO JIaK, IIOCTABEHO Ha 3JIaTeH T
MPaBOAroJIHUK, MOMECTEHO KOH
korjero. M3riaemor Ha J1aBOT
noata ox  Cremarorpadujara
Ha JKedapoBuk. 3Hamero ce
KOpHCTEJIO U BO Make10HCKOTO
(Kpecnencko) Boctanue ox 1878
roguHa (MmbkoBuk 2003, 23).
MakenoHckara jura Owna op-
mupana Bo 1880 romuna, u ro ae-
(¢uHUpa CBOETO 3HAME BO UIICH
50 ox VYcrasor ma Jlurara: ,3a
cuTe enuHMIM Oea 00e30emeHu
MOCEOHU 3HAMHUIbHA, IIPBEHH CO KOIT JIaB U IMETO Ha
emuautara mos rpoot. (Crojues 2007, 53)

3HaMuBbaTa Urpajie LEeHTPaHA yJIora 3a BpeMe Ha
Wnunpenckoro Boctanue, Bo aBryct 1903 ropuha,
LITO JIOBENO JI0O OCHOBAKE HAa KpaTKOTpajHaTa
Kpymrescka PeryOmuka. ,,PermryOnukara® Hemana
ourmjaHo 3Hame. Bo KpymeBckuor manudect Ha
BOCTaHHETO Ce CIIOMEHYBa ,,KpBaBo 3HaMe"* cO TEKCT
,»Ciobomaa vm cMpt* (PuctoBcku 2009, 768).

MeryToa,
Hajuecro 3namumaTta Ouie HM3BE3eHM Ha LpBEHA

ceKoja y€ta HMaJla CBOC 3HaMec.
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of the “thieves” (Hdoxymentn 1981, 149). The
flag of Karposh from 1689 is mentioned as
“unfortunate” (ibid).

Due to the difficult conditions under
Ottoman rule and numerous conflicts in
Macedonia, many Macedonians emigrated to
other countries, including the Russian Empire.
There the Macedonian Regiment was formed
from such emigrés, by order of the Russian
Empress Elisaveta Petrovna on May 10, 1759.
It had its own flag, taken from Zhefarovic’s
Stematographia. A red lion appeared on a yellow
field, with “MACEDONIA” written above it.
From 1776 to 1783 the regiment used another
flag with an escutcheon and crossed spears
(MarkoBcku 1985, 270).

The Negush uprising broke out in 1822 under
the leadership of Atanas Karatasho the Old. The
rebel headquarters flew a red flag with a golden
cagle, and above the eagle an inscription, “Seal
of Freedom” (Crojues, 2000, 329). None of
these last three flags are preserved and no image
of them exists.

The first surviving flag of rebellion is from
the 1876 Macedonian Uprising
of Razlovci, led by Dimitar Pop
Georgiev Berovski (Fig. 15). Itis red,
with a red lion and “MAKEJIOHIA”
(MACEDONIA) inscribed above
in an arc, set on a gold rectangle
shifted toward the hoist. The lion’s
appearance comes from Zhefarovic’s
Stematographia. The flag was also
used in the Macedonian (Kresna)
Uprising of 1878 (MusskoBuk 2003,
23). The Macedonian League was
formed in 1880, defining its flag in
Article 50 of League’s constitution:
“For all units, special flags were
provided, red with a yellow lion, and the name
of the unit under the arms” (Ctojues 2007, 53).

Flags played a central role during the August
1903 Ilinden (St. Elijah day) Uprising, which
led to the short-lived Republic of Krushevo. The
“Republic” did not have an official flag. The
Krushevo Manifesto of the Uprising mentions
a “Bloody Flag” with text “Freedom or Death”
(PuctoBcku 2009, 768).

However, each unit of chetniks (guerillas) in
the uprising had its own flag. Most often the flags
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cewia. Bocrannukuor YcraB  ja
nerHUpa yiorata Ha 3HaMeTo, Kako
W Ha 3HAMEHOCEIOT M TMOCTOjaHUTE
TIOMOIITHUII OJITOBOPHM 32 HUyBambe
Ha 3HaMeTo. Meryroa, YCTaBOT He
neuHIpa KOHKPETHO 3HAMe, TYKY
300pyBa 3a 3HaMe BOOTIIIITO, CO 3HAUCHE
Ha 3Hame Ha ueta (IlammeBckm 1987,
193). IloBekero o HUB Ouiie IIPBEHH,
M3pabOTEeHH OJ1 JIBE TIOCEOHU Mapuumba
TKaeHWHA, YeCTO CO PA3JIMYHA MOTUBH
Ha aBepcoT U Ha peBepcoT (MHIBKOBUK
2003, 23).

JlaBoT ce mojaByBa Ha IIECT O]
16-Te  pEBONyIMOHEPHU  3HAMHEbA
Ha IMHAEHCKOTO  BOCTaHHE 34
kon wumame wuH(popmanuu. JlBe ro

were embroidered on red silk. The
rebellion’s constitution defined the
role of the flag, as well as the flag
bearer and the permanent assistants
responsible for guarding the flag.
However, constitution did not
define a single flag for the country
or uprising, but spoke of flag in
general, meaning the unit flag (ITan-
neBcku 1987, 193). Most flags were
red, constructed from two separate
pieces of fabric, often with different
motifs on the obverse and reverse
(MusbkoBuk 2003, 23).

The lion appears on six of the 16
Ilinden Uprising revolutionary flags
for which we have information. Two

MPUKAXKYBAAT JIABOT KaKO XEPaaniKa Cn./Fig. 17 depict the lion as a heraldic figure:

¢urypa:  3aropuuaHCKOTO  3€JICHO
3HaMe co ImpBeH naB (ci1. 16), u
KPaTOBCKOTO IIPBEHO 3HAME CO 3J1aTeH
nmaB (ci. 17). Ha npyrure 3HaMuma
JIaBOT c€ KOPUCTH Kako amOieM, HO
HE BO XEpalanuKa IOI0XKO0a WM BO
XepaJIudka KOMIIO3WIMja; OonTe Ha
JaBOT C€ TPUPOTHU - W3BE3CHH CO
TEMHOLIPBEH KOHEIl, 0/eKa TpuBaTa €
NpHKaKaHa CO TIOCBET/IA HUILKA, KaKO
Ha CTPYIIKOTO 3Hame (c1.18).

CoHuero mpBmar ce T0jaByBa
Kako JIeJ1 Of Mej3aK0T Ha 3HAMETO Ha
KyMaHOBCKara 4eta. Bo cpeannara Ha
aBepCOT UMa MaHell Ha KOj € MPHKaKaH
OyHTOBHMK BO Ka()eaBa HaMeTKa, KOj
JpKU TMynika co OajoHeT BO JecHaTa
paka W KoIje CO IPBEHO 3HaMe BO
JieBaTa paka, HapeJCHH Ha Mej3aX O]l
M3rpejcoHtie u mianuHu (ci. 19).

3namero Ha KpymeBckata yera e
IIPBEHO CO ’KOJITa KOHTypa Ha JBE pare
KOM ce pakyBaaT u (haken 3a11 HuB (CII.
20). Jpyru 3HamMuba ce IPBEHH CO
KOJT KPCT BO LEHTAPOT W TIOJ HETrO
TekcT. (JoHoBcku 2020).

JPKABHO 3HAME

[IpBuoT mpennor 3a 3HaAME Ha HE3aBHCHA
Maxkenonuja, Ha MakeJOHCKAaTa KOJOHHja BO
Cankt [letepOypr, Pycuja, Oeme o0jaBeH BO
crucanueTo MakenoHcku rojioc Bo 1914 roauna,

MAKEJJOHCKU XEPAJIJ] 18
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the Zagorichani flag (a red lion
on a green field) (Fig. 16), and the
Kratovo flag (a gold lion on a red
field) (Fig. 17). On the other flags the
lion is used as an emblem, but not in
a heraldic position or in a heraldic
composition; the colors of the lion
are natural—embroidered with a
dark red thread, while the mane is
shown with a brighter thread, like in
Struga flag (Fig. 18).

The sun appears as part of the
landscape for the first time on the
Kumanovo unit flag. In the center
of the obverse a panel shows a rebel
in a brown robe holding a rifle and a
bayonet in his right hand and the staff
of a red flag in his left hand, arrayed
against a landscape of sunrise and
mountains (Fig. 19).

The Krushevo unit flag is red
with the yellow outline of two hands
shaking and a torch behind (Fig. 20).
Other flags are red with a yellow
cross in the center and text below
(Jonovski 2020).

THE STATE FLAG

The first proposal for a flag of an independent
Macedonia was made by the Macedonian colony
in St. Petersburg, Russia, and published in
the journal Makedonskiy Golos in 1914, as an
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KaKo MJIyCTpalldja cO HACJIoOB ,,MaKeI0HCKO 3HaMe"
0e3 HUKaKBO 00jacCHyBame WU MPHIPYKEH TEKCT
(Maxkemonckiit ['onocs, 1914). 3namero € npBeHO
co 0en KaHTOH, BO KOj MMa IIpBEH exHopor (U
MOKpaj TOa IITO C€ CMeTa JeKa TOa BCYIIHOCT TO
MpeTCTaByBa KOWOT Ha Alekcanmap, bykedar).
Bo momHmoT arom Ha cioOOMHUOT e € YeTBPT-
COHIIE BO 3J7aTHA 00ja cCO MHOTY 3pallyl MPUKaKaHU
KaKo TECHH 3JIATHHU JIMHUH, OKOJy KOW € HATIIUCOT
CO yKpacHM Kocu OyKBW BO 3i1aTHa 0Ooja: ,,EnuHa
HezaBucuMa Makenonus™ (cin. 21). OBa 3Hame e
peakuuja Ha bamkanckure BojHH (1912-1913) BO
KOM OCMaHJIMCKaTa NMpoBHHIMja MakenoHuja Ouia
noJiesieHa o]l Hej3UHUTE COCEIH.

Bo 1918 roamna, nenor Ha MakenoHHja MO
Cpbuja cranan gen ox KpancrBoro
Ha Cpoute, XpBatute u CJI0BEHIUTE,
MOJIOL[HA
JyrocnaBuja. 3a Bpeme Ha Bropata
Jlemokparcka
Makenonuja

MIPEUMEHYBaHO BO
CBETCKa BOjHA,
denepaTuBHA
TIOCTUTHA CYBEPECHUTET BO pPAMKHUTE
Ha JyrocmaBmja mnpeky ACHOM
KaKo ,,pelieHne Ha MaKeIOHCKOTO
HanMoHaiHO mpamame”. ACHOM,
HapeueH,,Brop nunnen* ce oapxkana 2 aBryct 1944
rognHa, Ha 4l-rogumHWHATA OJ MIHHISHCKOTO
BocTanue BO 1903 roauna, AaBajku meplienimja 3a
KOHTHHYHUTET.

OcHoBara Ha IM33ajHOT HA MaKEIOHCKOTO 3HaMeE
npousiiese ox CoeTyBameTo Ha [ 1TaBHUOT mTad Ha
HOB u I10J Bo Cronuue, bocua u Xepierosuna Bo
1941 ronuna. OBa cOBETYBame ' IOCTaBU TEMEINTE
Ha T[apTU3aHCKUTE eAWMHWIM Ha Jyrociaswja,

gecTonaTru

JneUHUpaHN Kako OOpPOCHU €UHMIIM Ha HAPOIHUTE
Ha JyrociaBuja, a Kako cBOj Oener ja neduHupa
3aeIHO
3Hame. HapoaHOTO 3HaMe IUTyC I[pBEHA METOKpaKa

L[pBeHAaTa IETOKpaKa, CO HApPOIHOTO
CTaHaa 3HAMHIbATa HA IIOBEKETO PEeIyOJuKH BO
tdenepammja.  OBoOj
Ce OIpa3d TMOJOIHA Kora Oelie Tu3ajHIpaHo
MakenoHckoTo 3Hame (bunren 1941).

Bo meroro 1943 rommnHa, Ha ociioboaeHarTa
Teputopyja Bo JlomymHuK mpBHar ce pasroBapaio
3a TU3ajHOT HA UTHOTO MaKeAOHCKO JIPIKaBHO 3HAME.
OBa ce ciy4nsio Ha cOCTaHOK Ha [ 'eHepammTaboT
Ha HOB u [IOM, kora komanmaHTtor Mmuxajio
ATIOCTOJICKH C€ MOATOTBYBAN J]a 3aMHHE BO OWTKA.
Toj mpamain: ,llaptuzanckure emuHUIM Tpeda
na Bear 3HaMe. A kKakBo ke Oume 3Hamero? Ilo

JjyrociaoBeHcKara KOHIIENT
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illustration titled “Macedonian Flag” without any
explanation or accompanying text (MakemoH-
ckiii [omocw, 1914). The flag is red with a white
canton bearing a red unicorn (despite having
been perceived by some as Alexander’s horse,
Bucephalus). In the lower fly corner is a quarter-
sun in gold with many rays depicted as narrow
gold lines, around which runs the inscription in
decorative oblique letters in gold: “Exuna ne-
3apucuma Makenonus”’ (Edina  Nezavisima
Makedonija, One Independent Macedonia) (Fig.
21). This flag was a reaction to the Balkan Wars
(1912-1913) after which the Ottoman province
of Macedonia was divided into four parts by its
neighbors: the recently independent kingdoms
of Greece, Bulgaria, Albania, and
Serbia.

In 1918 the portion of
Macedonia under Serbia became
part of the Kingdom of Serbs,
Croats, and Slovenes (later
renamed Yugoslavia). During the
Second World War Democratic
Federal achieved
sovereignty within Yugoslavia through the Anti-
Fascist Assembly of the People’s Liberation
of Macedonia (ASNOM) as a “solution to the
Macedonian national question”. ASNOM, often
referred to as the “Second Ilinden” (St. Elijah’s
Day) was held on 2 August 1944, the 4l1st
anniversary of the Ilinden Uprising in 1903—
giving perception of historical continuity.

The basis of the design of the Macedonian
flag emerged from the Conference of the General
Headquarters of the National Liberation Partisan
Units of Yugoslavia in Stolice, Bosnia and
Herzegovina in 1941. This laid the foundation
for the partisan units of Yugoslavia, defined as
combat units of the peoples of Yugoslavia, and
defined the red five-pointed star, together with
the people’s national flag, as their distinguishing
mark. A national flag plus a red five-pointed star
became the flags of most of the federal republics
in the Yugoslav Federation. This concept was
later repeated when the Macedonian flag was
designed (bunten 1941).

In the summer of 1943, the design of the future
Macedonian national flag was discussed for the
first time in the liberated territory in Lopushnik.
At a meeting of the General Staff of the Peoples’

Cn./Fig. 21

Macedonia
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aHanu3ara Ha 3HaMHmbara Ha ITUHIEHCKOTO
Bocranue o 1903 rogmna, 6MI0 M30PaHO IPBEHO
Cnopen ompemnOute 3a MapTH3AHCKH
3Hamuma Ha CoBeryBamero Bo Cromwmie,
MaKeJOHCKOTO TAapTHU3aHCKO 3HaMe€ BO IIEHTapoT
nMa I[pBEHa IIeTOKpaka, oOpabeHa
co sxonrto-3nmatHa Ooja (ComyHckH
1993, 102) (cn. 22). Bo ceammreTo
Ha [IOM Bo Jlonymnuk, Kuueso, e
OJIpeJIeH M3TJIEI0T Ha MAKEJOHCKOTO
LPBEHO TIOJIE CO UCTa
L[pBEHa TETKpaka SBe3Ja, HO CO
xontu padosu (Mnagenoscku 2004
r. 24). Meryroa, moHeKoram sBe3jata Ouia BO
KaHTOHOT, Kako ILITO ce TJeja

3HaAMC.

3HaM€ -

Ha ¢ororpadpuja on Kuueso
Bo centeMBpu 1943 romuna
(cn. 23). Bo manudectoT Ha
[lIta6or va HOB u [IOM ko
MaKeJIOHCKMOT  HapoJ0oT U
MaJIITHHCTBAaTa BO MakeaoHuja
on oxToMBpu 1943
3HAMETO C€ HapeKyBa ,,3HaMETO
Ha Kpymesckara PemyOmmka“
(Manudect 1943).

[IpoTo  cnomeHyBame  Ha
odurmjaHUTe MOKYyMEHTH € Bo Ilpormacor o
MaKeJIOHCKHOT Hapo. of 19 noemBpu 1944 roauna:
,»BUCOKO C€ JHra I[PBEHOTO MAaKEIOHCKO 3Hame"
HaJl ocllo0O0JIeHaTa TEPUTOPHja, a MOTO0Aa HEKOJIKY
naparpadu IMoJOIHA: ,,3aHeCeTe I'o IITO TOOpTy
L[PBEHOTO MApPTH3aHCKO 3HAME BO HAIETO POIHO
Ckorje, pa3BejTe TO BHCOKO HaJ HETOBHOT BpR“.
(ITpesunuym 1944).

Toa cyrepupa Jexka BO XuepapxujaTa Ha

rojJuHa

3HaMC BO

CUMOOJIMTE I[PBEHOTO 3HAME CTaHaJl0 OCHOBA Ha
Koja Owie IMOCTaBeHW APYTW MOXKHHU CHMOOIIH,
sBe3Jla CO MeT Kpaka Wi HemTo Apyro. LipBeHoTo
3HaMe OWJIO MEepPIUIUPAHO M KAKO MAaKEJIOHCKO M
Kako maprtu3aHcko. OBa mpousieryBa oa (hakToT
JeKa MaKeJIOHCKOTO 3HaME€ WU 3HaMHmbara Ha
JIPYTUTE JYTOCIOBCHCKH PpEIyOJIMKH 0Oea TIPBO
BOGHH 3HaMHIba KOM c€ TpaHC(hOpMHUpale BO
IpKaBHUTe CcUMOOIM Ha miecte QeaeparHu
perryOonmmkn. OBa HCTO Taka IIOKaKyBa Kako
JIBOjHA CHMOOJIMKa MOXE J1a OTICTOjyBa BO HCTO
Bpeme. On enHa cTpaHa, MaKEIOHCKOTO 3HaMe
Ouno moBp3aHO co 3Hamero Ha Kpymesckara
PenyOnuka, xoe ce croMeHyBa BO JAp)KaBHATa
xuMHa [Jenec nao Maxedonuja ce para.* Bropata
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Liberation Partisan Units of Macedonia (PUM),
Commander Mihajlo Apostolski was preparing
to go into battle and asked: “Partisan units
should fly a flag. And what will be the flag?”
After analyzing the flags of the Ilinden Uprising
of 1903, a red flag was chosen. In
accordance with the provisions for
partisan flags in the advisory order
in Stolice, the Macedonian flag bore
a red five-pointed star in the center,
bordered in yellow-gold (Comyn-
cku 1993, 102) (Fig. 22). At the
headquarters of PUM in Lopushnik,
Kichevo, the appearance of the Macedonian
flag was similarly determined—a
red field with the same red five-
pointed star, but with yellow
edges (MnanenoBcku 2004, 24).
However, sometimes the star was
in the canton, as seen a photograph
from Kichevo in September 1943
(Fig.23). The Manifesto of the
Headquarters of the People’s
Liberation Army and Partisan
Units of Macedonia to the Macedonia People
and Minorities in Macedonia of October 1943
describes the flag as the “Krushevo Republic's
Flag”.

Thefirstmention ofaflagin official documents
is in the Proclamation to the Macedonian People
of 19 November 1944: “the red Macedonian flag
is flown high” over the liberated territory, then
a few paragraphs later: “Bring the red partisan
flag as soon as possible in our native Skopje, fly
it high above its mountain.” (Presidium 1944).

This suggests that in the hierarchy of
symbols, the red flag became the basis on which
other possible symbols would be placed, a five-
pointed star or something else. The red flag was
perceived as both Macedonian and Partisan,
because the Macedonian flag and the flags of
other Yugoslav republics were first military flags
which transformed into the state symbols of the
six federal republics. This also shows how dual
symbolism can persist at the same time. On the
one hand, the Macedonian flag was related to the
flag of the Krushevo Republic of 1903, which
is mentioned in the national anthem 7oday over
Macedonia.? The second stanza starts “Again
the flag of Krushevo Republic is flown”.This
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cTpoda nounysa ,,OJ1 HOBO cera 3HaMeTo ce Bee Ha
Kpymesckara Pemy6Onmka™. OBa 3Hame e cumOom
Ha 100-rogumiHata 6opba 3a ciobona, a o1 apyra
CTpaHa € CUMOOJ Ha HapTH3aHCKOTO JBIKEHE BO
HOB, nmocneqnaTa 1 HajBakHA eTarma oJ Taa 6opoa.
3aToa, MUaepUTe CO MPOTIACcCOT modapaa 3HAMETO Ja
ce oyHece Bo mIaBHUOT Tpaja Ckomje, Kako cuMO0m
Ha KOHEYHaTa 1modesa 1 KOHEYHOTO 0CJI000yBambe
Ha MakenoH#Hja.

Bo oBoj mepuox, 3Hamero Ha
CCCP ©Owno momynapHO Kako M g
3HamMero Ha  KomyHucTnukara
naptuja Ha JyrociaBuja KOU ce co
CIMYHU JM3ajHH: LPBEHO 3HAMe
CO IIPBEHA TIETOKpaKa SBE3la BO
KaHTOHOT, 00O€Ha BO 3JIaTO, CO
BKPCTEH Y€KaH M cpIl. Bo ropHuor
JIeNT O/ 3HAMETO € MCIHIIAH CIIoTaHoT ,,[Iponerepu o
cute 3eMju odenuneTte ce™) (cir. 24).

3unamero Ha HP MakesoHuja ¢ yTBp/ICHO BO WiICH
4 on Hej3uHMOT YctaB on 31 mexemBpu 1946 roguna
(Cmyx0Gen 1947). Toa e npseHo Bo cooxnoc 1:2. Ha
HEro MMa IIpBEHa [IETOKPaKa SBe3/1a BO
KaHTOHOT, KOja Ce OAIETyBa OJ1 II0JIETO
co xonra (Qumbpujammja (ci. 25). 7’\\7
Cropenr 3aKOHOT 3a MAaKEIOHCKOTO
3Hame on 1974 roauHa, aMjamMeTapoT
Ha OMNHMIIAHUOT KPYT OKOJy SBE3JaTa
e 0,33 ox BuUCHHATA HA 3HAMETO, IIITO
3HaYM JieKa e moMajl oj TpoOojkaTa Ha JyrocinaBuja u
Ha Jpyrute pernyomuku kazae mro e 0,6 ox BUcHHaTa
Ha 3HaMeTo.

3HAMUIHA CO COHIIE U JIAB

[To Bropata cBercka BojHa MMalle rojiema Io-
JTUTHYKAa eMUrpandja o MakemoHuja, 0COOCHO 110
I'paranckara BojHa Bo 'puuja (1947-1949) u 3moc-
TOpCTBaTa HAHECEHHW BP3 MAaKEIOHCKOTO IMBHITHO
HacelieHne Tamy. Bo oBoj mepuon ce Qopmupa-
aT pa3NUYHU MaKeJOHCKH HAIMOHAIHU J[BUKCHHA
Bo mujactopara (TomoB 2012). IlounyBajkm of
1956 ronnHa, HAITMOHAMCTOT M AUCHICHT Jlparan
BornanoBcku opraHu3upan HEKOJIKY MaKeIOHCKH
opraam3ann Bo EBpoma. OcrmoOoaWTENHUOT KO-
muteT Ha Maxkenonuja (OKM) e ocHoBan Bo 1962
roguHa Bo Tpenebopr, lIBencka; Bo 1973 roauna
cTaHa J/[Bmxeme 3a ocno0omyBame U 00eIMHYBAKHE
Ha Makenonuja (JJOOM).

MakeioHCKaTa JUjacnopa, TIaBHO MPUCYTHA BO
Ascrpanuja, Kanaga u CAJl, npBeHcTBeHO ce 3aja-
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flag was a symbol of the 100-year struggle
for freedom, but also a symbol of the partisan
movement in the National Liberation War, the
last and most important stage of that struggle.
Therefore, with the Proclamation leaders urged
that the flag be taken to the capital of Skopje, as
a symbol of the final victory and final liberation
of Macedonia.

During this period, the flag of the USSR
was popular as well as the
flag of the Communist Party
of Yugoslavia with a similar
design: a red flag with a red
five-pointed star in the canton,
edged in gold, bearing a crossed
hammer and sickle. In the upper
part of the flag appeared the
slogan “Workers from all countries unite” (Fig.
24).

The flag of the People’s Republic of
Macedonia was established in Article 4 of the
constitution of 31 December 1946 (Ciyx0eH
1947). It was red in proportions of
1:2. On it is a red five-pointed star
in the canton, distinguished from the
field by a yellow fimbriation (Fig.
25). According to the Macedonian
Flag Law of 1974 the diameter of
the implied circle enclosing the star
is 0.33 of the height of the flag, smaller than on
the tricolor of Yugoslavia and of other republics,
where it is 0.6 of the height of the flag.

FLAGS WITH SUN OR LION

After the Second World War there was
extensive political emigration from Macedonia,
especially after the Greek Civil War (1947—
1949) and the atrocities inflicted on Macedonia’s
civilian population there. Various Macedonian
national movements in the diaspora were formed
in this period (TomoB 2012). Starting in 1956,
dissident nationalist Dragan Bogdanovski
organized several Macedonian organizations
in Europe. The Liberation Committee of
Macedonia (OKM) was founded in 1962 in
Trelleborg, Sweden; in 1973 it became the
Movement for Liberation and Reunification of
Macedonia (DOOM).

The Macedonian diaspora, living mainly
in Australia, Canada, and the U.S., primarily
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raja 3a ocjao00/yBambe U 00eANHYBamke Ha eTHUY-
ka Makenonuja. CBojaTa akTHBHOCT ja HacOUyBaja
KOH moJyipiika Ha MakenonnuTe Bo ['punja, kaue
LITO TME€ HEMAaaT OCHOBHM YOBEKOBM IIpaBa, KakKo
LITO € IPAaBOTO HAa KOPHCTEHEC HA HUBHHUOT ja3HK.
Co omabaByBameTO Ha OJHOCHUTE BO pPaMKHUTE Ha
jyrocioBeHckata heneparuja Bo 1988 rognna 10j-
Jie 10 IPBUTE jaBHU U CHOHTaHU COOMPHU HPOTUB
HETraTOPCKHUOT OAHOC Ha [ puuja kon Makenonuja u
MakenoHuuTe, 0coOEHO KOH OHHE IITO )KUBEAT BO
Erejcka Makenonuja. OBa ce coOBIaJHA CO OJUTY-
Kara Ha ['punja na ro npeumenyBa cBoeto MuHuC-
TepcTBO 3a CeBepHa ['puuja Bo MuUHHCTEPCTBO 32
Makenonuja u Tpakuja, ITO J0jIe KaKo MPOMEHa
O]l HEej3UHATa MPETXOIHA TO3UIMja - HETHpamke Ha
CaMoTO TIOCTOCHE Ha MakeoHH]ja - BO TBPACHETO
neka MakeJloHHja OTCeKoTral Ouia u € caMo Ipuka.

CoHIIETO Kako MUJIGHHYMCKH cumOon Ha Ma-
KeJIOHHUja 0O MOCHIHO CUMOOIMYKO 3HAYCHE TI0
OTKPHBAETO Ha KpaJickaTa rpoOHMIIA BO Bepruna
(maxemoncku Kytnemnr) Bo 1977 roauna. Bo Hero
€ TpoHajaeH capkodar, BepojaTHO Ha KpayroT Du-
qnun I MakegoHCKH, CO KapaKTepUCTUYHA CJIMKA
Ha conrero.® bunejku capkogaror Hema 60u, Kora
MakeJ0HCKaTa Aujacropa IOoYHa Ja Bee 3HaMe CO
Taa ciIMKa Ha coHuero ox Bepruna/Kytnem Bo
1986 roamHa, TV KOpUCTeIe OOUTE Ha aKTYyeITHOTO
MaKeJIOHCKO IP)KaBHO 3HaMme, 3/1aTHa U IpBeHa.*

OBa 3HaMe 3aeJHO CO ILPBEHO 3HAME CO
37aTE€H JlaB C€ Beeja Ha TOJIEMHUTE HPOTECTH Ha
MakeJoHCcKaTa aujacmopa, kako onoj mpen OOH
Bo Bbyjopk (Exclusive 1988), kako u Bo ABCTpa-
nvja 1 Amepuka Ha 25 ¢eBpyapu 1988 romuna
(Macedonian protest 2017), Bo MenOypH Ha 26 HO-
emBpu 1989 ronuna (Ethnic Macedonians 1989) u
B0 ToponTo Ha 25 mapt 1990 roguna (Macedonian
Protest 1990).

Baksu niporectu ce ogpxaa Bo Ckormje, Hajup-
BuH Ha 23 HoeMBpHu 1988 rommHa mpen TPUKUOT
xonsynar (First open 1988) u Bo heBpyapu 1990 ro-
JVHA Ha TPAfCKUOT IUIOLITAaM, IVIABHO CO yIoTpeda
Ha TpaHCIIapeHTH U 3HaMumba Ha CP Makenonuja n
Jyrocnaswja.

HpBeno 3Hame co naB ce
[10jaBU HA JIOTOTO HA BECHUKOT
Ha JIOOM, OOemunera Make-
noHuja, o0jaBeH BO MUHXEH BO
1975 ropmna (ci. 26). bennot
XepalANYKH JIaB € 0e3 KpyHa U O
e/IHa OMaIllKa, HaJ HEero uMa Oes
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advocated the liberation and unification of
ethnic Macedonia. It directed its activity toward
supporting the Macedonians in Greece, where
they lacked basic human rights, such as the
right to use their language. With the loosening
of relations within the Yugoslav Federation
in 1988 came the first public and spontaneous
rallies against Greece’s negative attitude
towards Macedonia and the Macedonians,
especially toward those living in the Aegean part
of Macedonia. This coincided with Greece’s
decision to rename its Ministry of Northern
Greece as the “Ministry of Macedonia and
Thrace”, a change from its previous position—
denying the very existence of Macedonia—to
asserting that Macedonia had always been and
was only Greek.

The sun as a millennia-old symbol of
Macedonia gained stronger symbolic meaning
after the discovery of the royal tomb in Vergina
(Kutlesh in Macedonian) in 1977. In it a
sarcophagus was found, presumably that of King
Philip II of Macedonia, bearing a distinctive sun
image.’ As the sarcophagus had no colors, when
the Macedonian diaspora began to fly a flag with
that Vergina/Kutlesh sun image in 1986, it used
the current Macedonian national flag’s colors of
gold and red.*

This flag, together with a red flag with golden
lion, was flown at the large protests by the
Macedonian diaspora, such as the one in front of
the United Nations in New Y ork (Exclusive 1988)
as well in Australia and elsewhere in America
on 25 February 1988 (Macedonian protest
2017), then in Melbourne on 26 November 1989
(Ethnic Macedonians 1989), and in Toronto on
25 March 1990 (Macedonian Protest 1990).

Similar protests took place in Skopje, first on
23 November 1988 in front of the Greek consulate
(First Open 1988), and in February 1990 in the city
square, mainly using protest signs and Socialist
Republic of Macedonia and Yugoslav flags.

A red flag with a lion
appeared on the masthead of
the DOOM s newspaper O0e-
nuHeta Makenonuja [United
Macedonia], published in
Munich in 1975 (Fig. 26).

“41 OKTOMBPH“ -BTOPHOT Maxepnoncku Hnunpen
Cn./Fig. 26
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The white heraldic lion has
a single tail and no crown;
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TEKCT ,,Makemonuja“. 3Hame
CO MCTHOT JM3ajH IOJOIHA
Ke ce Bee Ha OCHOBAYKOTO
cobpanne ma BMPO-/IIIM-
HE Bo Cxomje Bo 1990 romu-
Ha (ci. 27).

3HaMETO Ha COHILIETO Of
Kytmnem mpBnar jaBHO ce Be-
emnre Bo MakeioHuja Ha 0J10-
KaJIuTe Ha MaKeIOHCKO-Tp-
yKata rpaHuna Ha 21 ampui
1990 roguna (Ilerpos 2017). bnokagure ru opra-
Huzupamie CBETCKHMOT MaKeJIOHCKH KOHIPEeC, aru-
TUPAjKU 32 YKUHYBamke Ha BU3WUTE, adupManrja Ha
noJyioxkOara u rpasata Ha MakejoniuTe Bo ['pruja
W Ap>KaBjaHCTBA, IparaHCKM W HACIeIHH TpaBa 3a
MakeloHIIUTe HACHJIHO TPOTEPaHH OJ EerejCKu-
or aen Ha Makenonuja o baiakanckurte BOjHH 10
I'paranckara Bojua Bo ['puuja (ITerpos 2015).

Bo oBoj nepuoa maptunte 01 JCCHHIATA (dYec-
TO HAIIMOHAJIMCTHYKUA M CTHUYKH (DOKYCHpPAHH) BO
HUBHUTE aMOJeMH TEHEPAITHO KOpHCTea
HAIlMOHAJIHA CHUMOOJHM — 3JIATHHOT JIaB
0] 3eMCKHOT TpO Ha MakemoHHja U 37aT-
HOTO 16-3pauyno conue Kyrtiewr Ha upse-
HO mone. [lapTunTe BO IEHTApOT W JIEBO
[JIABHO KOPHCTEA HWICOJIONIKH aMOJIeMH,
BKITy4yBajK{ OIIITH CHMOOJH, KaKO IITO
Ce SBE3UTE WM chuHara 00ja, IMOBp3aHU
co Hekoj uaeosomku kKonuent (ITomoBecku
2005, 15).

[IpBara mosmMTHYKa OpraHu3alHja BO
Makenonuja, JIBHkeme 3a CeMakeIOH-
cka akiuja — MAAK, Geme ¢opmupana
Bo Ckomje Ha 4 ¢erpyapu 1990 romuna,
CO HAIMOHAJICH/€THUYKN CUMOOJI 32 MPUBJICKYBabC
KyJITYpHH aKTHBUCTH. 3HameTo Oellie IpHO-IIpBe-
HO-IIpHA TPOOOjKa CO 3JIaTHA JICHTA BO JI0JIHATA JICH-
Ta ¥ COHIIE OJT JITHEAPEH THIT BO IIEHTapOT (CI1. 28).

Ha ocnoBauknot xonrpec za BMPO-IIIMHE
Ha 17 jyau 1990 roguna Bo Ckortje
Y Ha JIpyTH KOHTpech Oea MCTaKHa-
TH 3HaMHWEa CO Pa3jIMYHU JIABOBU
n conna. Bo ecenra 1991 roauna,
BMPO-AIIMHE wu36pa crierudud-
HO 3HaMe€ XOPH30HTAIHO IO/ICTICHO
LPBEHO ¥ IIPHO CO I[PBEH KaHTOH CO
16 3panu conre (ci. 29).
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Cn./Fig. 27

Cn./Fig. 28

above it is “Macedonia” in
white. A flag with the same
design would later be flown
at the founding assembly of
VMRO-DPMNE (Internal
Macedonian Revolutionary
Organization—Democratic
Party for  Macedonian
National Unity) in Skopje in
1990 (Fig. 27).

The Kutlesh sun flag first
flew in public in Macedonia at the blockades
on the Macedonian-Greek border on 21 April
1990 (Petrov 2017). The World Macedonian
Congress organized the blockades, agitating for
the abolition of visas, affirmation of the position
and rights of the Macedonians in Greece, and
citizenship, civil, and hereditary rights for
Macedonians forcibly expelled from the Aegean
part of Macedonia from the Balkan Wars through
the Greek Civil War (Petrov 2015).

During this period the parties on the right
(often nationalist and ethnically focused)
generally used national symbols—the gold
lion of the land arms of Macedonia and the
gold 16-rayed Kutlesh sun on a red field—in
their emblems. The parties in the center and
on the left mainly used ideological emblems,
including general symbols such as stars or the
color blue, associated with some ideological
concept (Popovski 2005, 15).

The first political organization in
Macedonia (“Movement for All-Macedonian
Action” —MAAK) was formed in Skopje
on 4 February 1990, with a national/ethnic
symbol to attract cultural activists. The flag was a
black-red-black tricolor with a gold bar in the lower
stripe and a linear-type sun in the center (Fig. 28).

At the founding congress of VMRO-DPMNE
on 17 June 1990 in Skopje and at other congresses,
flags were displayed with
different lions and the suns. In
the autumn of 1991, VMRO-
DPMNE chose a specific flag
horizontally divided red and
black with red canton with
16-rayed sun (Fig. 29).

Cn./Fig. 29
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3HAMETO HA HE3ABUCHOCTA

HeszaBucnocra Bo 1991 roamna ja najae Pemy-
Oymmka Maxkemonwuja ,,cCAMOOTUYIHO U ,,aMOIeMaTHY-
HO* HETTOATOTBEHA. 32 pa3JInKa O] IPYTUTE JyTOCIO-
BEHCKH peryOoukn, BO MakemoHHja eTHOT IPOoIec
Ha HE3aBHCHOCT C€ OBHMBAIIIE IO I[PBEHO 3HAME CO
retokpaka. OBa 3HaMe Oelrie MPBUOT Pa3INKyBauKH
3HAaK Ha MaKeJIOHCKUTE BOJHHIIM, OMNIEjKH THE HO-
cea ucra yaudopma kako u JHA. Ilox oBa 3Hame
3aKJIeTBaTa ja Jlaj0a MPBUTE BOJHUIIM Ha ApMujaTa
Ha PenyGnuka Makenonuja Ha 9 maj 1992 roauna.

On 1990 ronuHa HaBamy, BaTa CUMOOJH KOU
MPETXOTHO TH KOPHCTEIIe MaKeJOHCKaTa Jujac-
rmopa — 3JIATHHOT JaB U 3JIaTHOTO 16-3payHO COH-
Lle Ha IPBEHO TOJIe — MoJieKa Oea MPeTCTaBeHH Ha
jaBHOCTa BO Makesonuja. [Ipumep 3a Toa jacHo ce
rieia Ha MUTHHTOT Bo CKoIIje 3a TIporyiacyBambe Ha
pesyaratute oa pedepeHayMOT 32 HE3aBUCHOCT Ha
8 cenremBpu 1991 rogmHa, Kora MoXea Ja ce BU-
JaT caMo HEKOJIKy oj THe 3Hamuma (Pedepenmym
1991). OBa r0 AeMOHCTpHpa MPOIECOT HU3 KOj THE
ToJIeKa BJIET0a BO JaBHUOT MPOCTOP U TIOYHAA J]a CE
JOKUBYBaaT Kako HAIlMOHAIHU cuMOonum Bo Perry-
O0ymka Makenonuja. HuBHaTa mormyiapHOCT 3HAUN-
TEJTHO Ke C€ 3TOJIEMH CIie/IHaTa TOJIMHA KoTra Ke ce
oJlp>KaT n300pHUTeE 3a IP)KaBHUTE CUMOOJIH, CIICACHN
BHHUMATEITHO OJ1 jaBHOCTA.

YcraBor Ha PemmyOnuka Makenonuja ox 17 Ho-
emBpu 1991 roguna He T'M yTBpIU AP>KABHUTE CUM-
0oxm, HO BO wieH 5 murrysa: ,,I'pOot, 3HamMeTo u
XUMHaTa Ha PerryOnuka MakeioHuja ce yTBpayBaaT
CO 3aKOH KOj C€ JIOHECyBa CO JBOTPETHHCKO MHO-
3MHCTBO TJIACOBU OJ] BKYITHUOT OpOj MpaTeHUIU" .
VYCTaBHHOT 3aKOH 3a CIPOBEAYyBame Ha Y CTaBOT
Ha PenyOnmka MakenoHuja, BO WieH 8 MpeaBHIy-
Ba JIeKa: ,,3aKOHOT 3a rpOOT, 3HAMETO U XUMHATa Ha
Peny0Onunka MakeoHuja ke ce JIOHECE BO POKOT OJ1
IIeCT MECEIH O] IEHOT Ha MPOTJIacyBamkeTo Ha Y-
TaBoT. /o JoHecyBame Ha 3aKOHOT ce IPUMEHYBaaT
MTOCTOjHUTE CUMOOIH ™.

[Ipouenypure TpenBuayBaa CIPOBEIYBAmbE
jaBeH KOHKypC OJl KOj YcCTaBHaTa KOMHCHja O
n3bupana mpemno3u 3a cumbommre. Kommcujarta
(hopmupamie paboTHa Tpyma, mpeaBojeHa ox Tuto
[leTkoBCKH, KOja yCBOM pacriope]] 3a jaBeH KOHKYPC,
Haco4YeH KOH JIOHEeCyBame Ha 3aKOHOT Ha 20 Mmaj
1992 roanHa, BO COTJIACHOCT CO Y CTaBHUOT 3aKOH
(ITerpos 1992). Cnopen [lerkoBcku, BMPO-/II1IM-
HE Bpmena mputncok 3a mpoMeHa Ha 3HAMETO,
» [PUTHCOKOT 3a IIpOMEHa Ha TpOOT HE OWII TOJIKY
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THE INDEPENDENCE FLAG

Independence in 1991 found the Republic of
Macedonia “symbolically” and “emblematically”
unprepared. Unlike the other Yugoslav republics,
in Macedonia the entire independence process
took place under the red flag with a five-pointed
star. This flag was the first distinctive patch
symbol for Macedonian soldiers, since they wore
the same uniform as the Yugoslav People’s Army.
The first soldiers of the Army of the Republic of
Macedonia took their oath under this flag on 9
May 1992.

From 1990 onward the two symbols previously
used by the Macedonian diaspora—the gold lion
and the gold 16-rayed sun on a red field—were
slowly introduced to the public inside Macedonia.
An example of this is clearly seen at the rally
in Skopje for the proclamation of the results of
the Independence Referendum on 8 September
1991, where only a few of those flags could be
seen (Pedepenaym 1991). This demonstrates
the process through which these slowly entered
the public space and began to be perceived as
national symbols in the Republic of Macedonia.
Their popularity would significantly increase the
following year when the election on state symbols,
followed closely by the public, took place.

The Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia,
dated 17 November 1991, did not determine the state
symbols, but Article 5 stated: “The coat of arms,
flag, and anthem of the Republic of Macedonia
are determined by law adopted by a two-thirds
majority vote of the total number of Members of
the parliament.” The Constitutional Law on the
Implementation of the Constitution of the Republic
of Macedonia stipulated in Article 8 that: “The Law
on the Coat of Arms, the Flag, and the Anthem of
the Republic of Macedonia shall be passed within
the period of six months from the day of the
proclamation of the Constitution. Until the adoption
of the Law, the existing symbols will be used”.

The procedures envisioned conducting a public
competition, from which the Commission would
choose proposals for the symbols. The commission
formed a working group, led by Tito Petkovski,
which adopted a schedule for a public competition,
targeting 20 May 1992 for enacting the law, in
accordance with the Constitutional Law (Ilerpos
1992). According to Petkovski, VMRO-DPMNE
exerted pressure to change the flag, “The pressure to
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CHJICH KaKO 3HAMETO - KaKo CUMOOJ Ha JAp>KaBHOC-
Ta, CYBEPEHUTETOT W WICHTHTETOT Ha MakenoHuja
Ouejkn 3HAMETO ce KOPHUCTH MOoBeKe 01 TpOOT, 0co-
6enHo ox rparanute”. (HomoBcku 2011).

JKuputo 3a 3name u rpbd Ha PemyOnmka Make-
JIOHWja TO counHyBaa AHera CBeTueBa (E€THOJIOT),
Anexcannap llBerkoBcku (ymernuk), Kocra bana-
Oan (ncropryap Ha ymetHocT) U Jumurap Konmos-
cku (ymeTtHuK). Ha KoHKYpCoT, 00jaBeH Ha 25 MapT
1992 roguna, Oea moOapaHu TpeIO3n 3a TPOOT,
3HaMETO W XUMHara Ha PenyOnmka MakenoHuja,
KOM K€ TH ,Hu3pa3aT ApPKaBHOCTAa, CAMOCTOJHOCTA
U cyBepeHUTETOT Ha PemyOnmkaTa, MCTOpUCKHTE
TpaJuLMU, KYJITypHOTO HACIEICTBO M CTPEMEKOT
3a COlMjajJieH M JTyXOBEH HampenoK, MPUPOIHHUTE
KapaKTepUCTUKH Ha PemyOnukara, 3aeTHHIITBOTO
U COXMBOTOT M COBPEMEHMTE CTPEMEXKH 3a JIEMO-
KpaTCKO OIIITECTBO M €BPOIICKA U CBETCKA NHTETpa-
nuja“. (Cinyxoen 1992)

[Ipucturaaa Bxkymao 239 mudpu 3a rpd 1 3HAME
BO Kom Oea moHyIeHHu rojieM Opoj BapujanTu (Cte-
vorpadeku 1992, 1/7). XXupuro pasriena oxomy
4.000 Bapujantu (JlaBot 1992). Kako HajooOpu Oea
n30paHu TpU MHQPH KOU HyIAT MPEUTO3H 1 3a 3Ha-
METO | 3a TpOoT (Buau Tabemna ctp. 21).

Komucujara modapa o aBTOpUTE Ha THE TPH IITH-
(bpu 1a tocTaBat OMOHATEHH MPEIII03H CO UCTO-
TO HOBO 3JIATHO COHIIE Ha I[PBEHO IOJIe 3a TPOOT |
3a 3HameTto. [Ipeanoror nonuecen on ,,OEHUKC
92“, Kocraguun Tanue-/luHkara
(cm. 30), 6eme mpudaren u Biese
BO OQUIMjATHUOT TPEIIIOT-3aK0H
3a rpoot Ha Komucwujata mopnecen
oa nparenuuute Turo IleTkoBckw,
3opan Kpcrescku u Kupo Ilomos-
cku Ha 20 jynu 1992 roauna, Kkako u
MIpeJIIoT 32 3HaMe CO UCTOTO coHIle. Bo HanpT-nipes-
JIOTOT C€ BEJIH:

3namero Ha Pemy0imka MakenoHuja e pBeHO

co xonTo coHue Bo cpennnara. Conrero e co 16

OCHOBHH 3palld, KOM Ce TMpeKpiryBaaT Bo 32 3pa-

Ka, o1 kou 16 ce mocTaBeHU Ha BPBOT 0J1 OCHOBHU-

TE€ 3paiy, a Apyrure 16 ce HaoraaT BO CpelMHATA

Mery JiIBa OCHOBHH 3paka. OHOCOT Ha NIMPOYHNHA-

Ta U JOJDKMHATA HA 3HAMETO € €JICH ClIpeMa JIBa.

[leTkOBCKM HalOMeHyBa JieKa 3HAYECHETO WIIH
CUMOOJIMKATa € UCTOPUCKHOT KOHTHHYUTET Ha KOJI-
TUTE W LPBEHUTE OOW MOBP3aHU CO 3HAMHEbATA HA
Boctanujara. OBue 60U ce jaByBaaT BO CUMOOJIHTE
Ha Anbannure u TypruTe, KOM CO BEKOBH KUBEAT

MACEDONIAN HERALD 18

R

v

Cn./Fig. 30

17

change the arms was not as strong as to the flag—as
a symbol of statehood, sovereignty, and the identity
of Macedonia—because the flag is more widely
used than the arms, especially by the citizens.”
(Yomosckm 2011).

The jury for the flag and the coat of arms of
the Republic of Macedonia comprised Aneta
Svetieva (ethnologist), Aleksandar Cvetkovski
(artist), Kosta Balaban (art historian), and Dimitar
Kondovski (artist). The competition, announced
on 25 March 1992, requested proposals for the
national arms, flag, and anthem of the Republic of
Macedonia, which would “express the statehood,
independence and sovereignty of the Republic,
the historical traditions, cultural heritage, and
the aspiration for social and spiritual progress,
the natural characteristics of the Republic, the
unity and coexistence and modern aspirations for
a democratic society, and European and world
integration.” (Ciyx0eHn 1992)

A total of 239 code names for the coat
of arms and the flag arrived and the large
number of participants offered many variants
(Crenorpadeku 1992, 1/7). The jury reviewed
about 4,000 variants (Jlaotr 1992). Three code
names were chosen as the best, offering proposals
both for the flag and the coat of arms (See Table
onp. 21).

The Commission asked those three code
names to submit further proposals
with the same new gold sun on a red
field for the arms and for the flag.
The proposal submitted by “FENIKS
927, Kostadin Tanchev-Dinkata (Fig.
30), was accepted and included in
the Commission’s official Draft Law
on the Coat of Arms submitted by the MPs Tito
Petkovski, Zoran Krstevski, and Kiro Popovski
on 20 June 1992, as well as a proposal for a flag
with the same sun. The draft proposal states:

The flag of the Republic of Macedonia is
red with a yellow (golden) sun in the middle.
The sun has 16 primary rays that break into 32
rays, 16 of which are at the top of the primary
rays, and the other 16 are in the middle between
primary rays. The ratio of the sides is 1:2.
Petkovski mentioned the significance or

symbolism was the historical continuity of the
yellow and red colors associated with the flags
of the uprisings. These colours appeared in the
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3aeiHO cO Make/JIOHIIUTE Ha OBUE TPOCTOPH; HCTO
Taka, MakeIOHIIUTEe HE TH MOBP3yBaaT OBUE CHUM-
00JM Co HempHjaTell, OKYImaTop WiH POICTBO. T0j
HE TO CIIOMEHYBa COHIIETO M HErOBOTO 3HAYCHE,
HO TBPJH JIeKa CUMOOJIHTE ce 0CI000IeHH Off TeH-
JIEHINA 32 00HOBYBam€ HA TOJIEMHUTE KPaJICTBa O
muHaToTo. [loHaTaMy, TOj U3jaBu Jexa cuMOoInNTE
HE HaBpeayBaaT APYTH HAPOAW W TparaHu Ha JIPy-
TH Jp)KaBW, HE € MPHUCBOEH HUTY €/IeH CTPAHCKHU
cUMOOJT 1 JiIeKa CUMOOJIMTE HeMa J1a UMaaT ITHPOKO
pacrnpocTpaHeTH LITETHH aCOLMjalliH 33 OAPEICHH
Haponu u apxkasu (CreHorpadeku 1992, 1/12).

[lokpaj oBoj mpolec, MpaTeHHIIHU-
T€ JaBaa MHOTY NMPEIJIO3U U YecToma-
TH TOBTOPHO TH IOJHECYBaa HCTHUTE
MpeIo3n OTKAaKO enHam uM Oea of-
Oouenu. [IpBHOT mpeasior 3a 3HaAMETO
CO CcoHIlE co 16 3parm, cera mMo3HATO
kako Kyrnem/Sse3na ox Bepruna, ro
nai Tomop Ilerpos oz 1 jynu 1992 ro-
nuHa. Toj Oerre MpeIoKeH TPH MaTH,
CO PAa3NUYHU TOJIEMHHU Ha COHIIETO
(cm. 31). IlpBHOT mpemIoT IMAaIIe Ipo-
mopuum 1:2; CoHueBmoT AuCK € 1/5
Ol BUCHHATa Ha 3HAMETO, IOJDKHHA
Ha TIOKpaTKUTE 3palld € eJHaKBa Ha
IjaMeTapoT Ha JAUCKOT, a OJTHOCOT Ha
MOKpaTKUTE U mojoiarute 3pauu 1:1,5.
Bropuot npemior, ox 8 jynu 1992 ro-
JMHA, UMa MPONopHMU 2:3, MOJONTHTE 3palu ce
1,5 maTu morojemMu o AWjaMETAPOT HA COHUYEBUOT
JMCK M OHOCOT Ha MOKPATKHU U TIOAOJITH 3pau 6:7.
Tpernor mpeansor uma NPONOPIHUU
1:2, conueBHOT AUCK 1/7 01 BUCHHA-
Ta Ha 3HAMETO W OJHOCOT Ha IOKpaT-
ki 1 noznoiaru 3pamu 7:8 (Jonovski
2019, 6).

IlerpoB naxe u apyr npemjior 3a
3HAMETO: I[PBEHO €O 37aTeH jaB. Tak-
BO 3HaMe CO JIaB MoJI0IHA Oeriie rmojjHeceHo oy Pat-
ka Jlmmutposcka Ha 21 jymu 1992 roguna (ci. 32).
Hpyr npemtor 3a 3HameTo Ha ank AGau To 3ampika
LIPBEHOTO TI0JIe, HO IPBEHATa METOKPaKa ja 3aMEeHU
co rp6oT Ha Perry6nnka Makenonuja 6e3 ipBeHa rre-
Tokpaka (ci. 33).

[Ipennoror 3a 3HaMe CO COHIIe-
to on Kyrmem Oeme Hempudarins
3a Komwucujara u npyrurte BIaauHH
YJICHOBM CO KOMYHHCTHYKA 3a/IHHU-
Ha, TBPJIEjKH JIeKa OBOj CUMOOJ Ke ja
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symbols of the Albanians and Turks who, for
centuries, lived together with the Macedonians in
these areas; also, Macedonians did not associate
these symbols with an enemy, an occupier,
or slavery. He did not mention the sun and its
meanings but asserted that the symbols were free
from the claims of renewal of great kingdoms
from the past. Further, he stated that the symbols
did not offend other nations and citizens of other
states, no foreign symbol was adopted, and the
symbols would not have widespread harmful
associations for certain nations and states
(Crenorpadceku 1992, 1/12).

Regardless of this process, the
MPs made many proposals and often
resubmitted the same proposals after
repeated rejections. The first proposal
for the flag, with a 16-rayed sun,
now known as the Kutlesh/Star of
Vergina, was made by Todor Petrov
of 1 June 1992. It was proposed three
times, with evolving sizes of the sun
(Fig. 31). The first proposal had 1:2
proportions, the sun’s disk 1/5 of the
flag’s height, the shorter rays’ length
equal to the disk’s diameter, and the
ratio of shorter to longer rays 1:1.5.
The second proposal, of 8 June 1992,
had 2:3 proportions, the longer rays
1.5 times the diameter of the sun’s disk, and
the ratio of shorter to longer rays 6:7. The third
proposal had 1:2 proportions, the sun’s disk 1/7
of the flag’s height, and the ratio of
shorter to longer rays 7:8 (Jonovski
2019, 6).

Petrov also made another
proposal for the flag: red with a gold
lion. Such a flag with a lion was later
submitted by Ratka Dimitrovska on
21 July 1992 (Fig. 32). Another proposal by Faik
Abdi kept the red field but replaced the red five-
pointed star with the coat of arms of the Republic
of Macedonia without the red five-pointed star
(Fig. 33).

The proposal for a flag with
Kutlesh sun was unacceptable to the
Commission and other government
members with communist
background, claiming that this
symbol would anger Greece, as it
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HayTh ['puuja Ouaejku moyHaa ja KOPUCTAT CHHO
3HaMe CO WCT THIT Ha 3HaAME Kako ,,rpukara’ Make-
TOHW]a.

JIucabomckara nexinapanyja Ha EBpornickara Yauja
on 27 jyau 1992 romuHa T0 yCIoByBaIle Mpru3HaBambe-
TO Ha He3aBHCHOCTA Ha Perry0Oika Makenonmja, camo
0J] M€ TITO HeMa Jia TO COApKU 300poT ,,Makemo-
uuja* (Mcropuja 2008, 331). Toa npenusBrka rojaeMm
THEB U TIPOTECTH Kaj MakeJloHInTe, KOH ce KpeHaa BO
on0paHa Ha IMETO Ha CBOjaTa 3eMja ¥ BO THEB MIPOTUB
I'pumja. OBue uyBCcTBa OMIle MBIDKEUKA CHIIA
Jla ce TOIJIeNHE HAa AHTUYKUTE KOMITOHEH-
TH BO M3rpajidaTa Ha ,,HOBUOT' CUMOOIMYCH
unenturet. Criopen CtojaH AHIOB, TOrameH
npercenaren Ha CoOpanuero Ha PeryOiuka
Makenonuja u npercenaren Ha Komwmcujara
32 YCTaBHM TIpaliama, 16-3payHOTO COHLE
Ha 3HAMETO € M30paHo MopaJii FHEBOT Ha Ha- .4%%
cenenuero koH JlucaboHckaTa JieKiaparyja
(Anmos 2017).

[lonuTHYKUTE MapTHX MOCTUTHAA JOro-
BOp 3a TU3ajH Ha 3Hame co 16 3pamu conrie. [lotoa, Ha
noBuk Ha Tomop Ilerpos, Ha 30 jymu 1992 roguna ce
noroBopriie 3a rpd co ucroro conre (ci. 34) (I'pyma
1992c).

Ocaen nporiecot Bo CoOpaHHeTo, CBON
TIPEIYIO3H TIpaTvja M HEKOM BEKCIUIONO3H
ox ceerort. [lon Bacon ox MuctutyToT 3a
3HaMHEba OJ1 JIOH/IOH TIpaTwIl TIpezyIor 3a
JsajH Ha 3Hame. [ Ipemioror e ipeeHo-1p-
HO XOPHM3OHTATHO 3HAME CO IPH BH3aH-
THCKH Opelt 1 Tpu sBe3m (c1.35) (Round
1992, 6).

[To MHOTY TIpeBUpama, KOHEYHO, 3HAMETO U JIp-
’KaBHaTa XuMHa, JleHec Hajx Makenonuja (ce para
HOBO COHIIE Ha cj1000/1aTa), Oca ycBoeHnu o Cobpa-
HHETO Ha MPBOTO MPOJoKeHUe Ha 41. ceqHmITa HaA
11 aBrycrt 1992 ronuna.

Usnen 2 o 3aKOHOT 3a 3HAMETO TJIACH:

3namero Ha PenyOnrika MakeioHHja € PBEHO CO

371aTHOXO0MTO coHIle. COHIIETO € CO OCYM OCHOBHH U

OCyM CITIOpEIIHM COHYEBH 3pald, 01aro 3medeneHu

BO IpBara IOJIOBHHA, HAN3MEHUYHO U CUMETPHYIHO

HApEe/ICHN OKOJTy COHYEBHOT AUCK. OCHOBHHUTE COH-

YEBH 3pali HEIOCPEIHO CE OJ/ICITyBAaat Ol COHYECBH-

OT IKCK, & KpajHaTa HaJ[BOPEIIIHA JJOJDKHHA HA CUTE

[IIECHAECET COHYEBH 3pAlld CE MOKIOMYBa CO HaJIBO-

petHara nepudepuja Ha coniero. Jlujamerapor Ha

COHYEBHOT JIUCK € e/[HA CeJIMHHA OJT IIIUPOYHHATA HA

3HaMeto. OJHOCOT Ha JMjaMeTapoT Ha COHYEBHOT
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had begun to use blue flag with the same type of
star for “Greek” Macedonia.

The European Union’s Lisbon Declaration
of 27 June 1992 conditioned recognition of the
independence of the Republic of Macedonia upon
having a name that would not contain the word
“Macedonia” (Mcropuja 2008, 331). This caused
great anger and protests among Macedonians,
which rose in defense of their country’s name
and in anger against Greece. These feelings
would be driving force to look to ancient
components in the construction of the
“new” symbolic identity. According to
Stojan Andov, then the President of the
Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia
and President of the Committee on
Constitutional Issues, the 16-rayed sun
=y of the flag was chosen because of the
population’s anger about the Lisbon
Declaration (Andov 2017).

The political parties reached an
agreement on the design of a flag with 16-rayed
sun. Then, at the urging of Todor Petrov, on 30
July 1992 they agreed on a coat of arms with the
same sun (Fig. 34) (I'pyma 1992c).

Apart from the process in the
Parliament, some flag enthusiasts
from around the world sent in their
proposals. Paul Wason, from the Flag
Institute in London, proposed a red
and black horizontal bicolor with a
black Byzantine eagle and three stars
(Fig. 35) (Round 1992, 6).

After much turmoil, the flag and the national
anthem, Today over Macedonia (a New Sun of
Freedom Rises), were finally adopted by the
National Assembly during its 41* session on 11
August 1992.

Article 2 of the flag Law states:

The flag of the Republic of Macedonia
is red with a golden yellow sun. The sun
has eight primary and eight secondary
rays, slightly thickened in the first half,
alternately and symmetrically arranged
around the solar disk. The primary solar
rays are directly separated from the solar
disk, and the ultimate outer length of all
sixteen solar rays coincides with the outer
periphery of the sun. The diameter of the
solar disk is one-seventh of the width of
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JIMCK CO JOJDKMHATA Ha OCHOBHHOT COH-
YeB 3paK € e/ICH CIIpeMa J1Ba, a OJJHOCOT Ha
JIOJDKWHATA HA CIIOPEIHUOT M OCHOBHHOT
3pak e ceiyM crpema ocyM. LleHTapot Ha
COHIIETO Ce COoBIara co TOYKara Bo Koja ce
ceyar [ujaroHanuTe Ha 3Hameto. OJHOCOT
Ha [IMPUHATA U JOJDKUHATA Ha 3HAMETO €
eneH cripema jpa (Ciryxxoen 1992) (cn. 36).
Kaxko oarosop, 3Hamero Oerie J0YeKaHO CO OT-

POMHO HeMpHjaTencTBo of cocemHa [ 'pruja, mro

JIOBeJle 10 TpUroauinHo emOapro. Kako u cekoja

HOBOHE3aBHCHa 3eMja, Makenonuja ce oOuzae aa

crane wieHka Ha O0enunerute Hauuu. HejzuHoTo

Oapame Oellle UCTIOYUTYBaHO CaMO OTKaKO Mery-

HApOJHHUOT MPUTHCOK ja npuHyau Pemy0nnka Ma-

KeJoHWja ga mpudaTd NPUBPEMEHO HME 3a BIIE3

Bo OH - IlopanemHa JyrocioBeHncka PemnyOmka

Makxkenonuja. [Tonaramy, aypu u kora MakejaoHuja

Oemie mpumena Bo OpraHuzanyjara Ha § ampui

1993 roauna, He ¥1 Oelle JO3BOJIEHO CBOETO 3HAME

Jla TO TMOJUTHE 3aeJJHO CO 3HAMHIbaTa Ha JPYyTH-

Te wieHku npexa 3rpagara Ha OH Bo bbyjopk. Toa

Oemre pBoaT Bo uctopujata Ha OH ma 6ume mpu-

MeHa HOBa YJIEHKa, HO HE U HEj3MHOTO 3HAME.
Ogaa curyanuja 3aBpmu co [IpuBpemena crio-

rogoa mery Makenonuja u ['pimja Bo koja Oeme

JIOTOBOPeHO Make/loHHja 1a TO CMEHH 3HaMeTo.’

JomomauTtenno, MaxkenoHHja co OBOj JTOTOBOP

Oemie oOBp3aHa Jia ja oOecxpadpu jaBHOCTA Jia IO

KOPUCTH CBOETO TIOPAHEIIHO 3HaMe.

HOBOTO 3HAME

[Ipennosure 3a nu3ajH Ha HOBO 3Hame Ha Permy-
Osmuka Makeionuja Oea paspadorenu oj npod. Mu-
pocinas I'pueB, apxurexkr. HoBoTO 3HaMe Mmopaiie
Ja Ouje pazinvHo, HO Jla MMa TeMaTCKH, BH3Yyell-
HO-CI/IM6OJ'II/I‘IKI/I U UICHTUTCTCKU KOHTUHYUTET CO
NP KaBHUTE M HAIIMOHAITHUTE 3HAMHIbA, CO COHIIETO
(¥ co meTokpaxa, COHIIETO € SBe3/a U CO OOHTE JKOJI-
Ta ¥ IJpBeHa. buiie pasrieiaHn OCHOBHUTE BEKCHIIO-
rpadcku GopMHU Ha COHIIETO, a OJf OUUTIICTHU TIPH-
9UHA OWII0 OT(PIIEHO COHIETO O TUIOT KyTiem
(Bumm Tabena Ha ctp. 21). Ilo uctpaxkyBameTro Ha
12 Bep3uu Ha COHIIETO, KOHLIENITOT

Cn./Fig. 36

the flag. The ratio of the
diameter of the solar disk
to the length of the primary
solar rays is one to two, and
the ratio of the length of
the secondary and primary
rays is seven to eight. The

center of the sun coincides with the point

at which the diagonals of the flag intersect.

The ratio of the width and length of the

flag is one to two (Cuyx6en 1992) (Fig. 36).

The flag was met with huge hostility by
neighboring Greece, leading to a three-year
embargo. But that was not the end of it. As with
every newly independent country, Macedonia
applied for membership in the United Nations.
Its request was only honored after international
pressure forced the Republic of Macedonia to
accept a temporary name: “the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia”. Furthermore, even
when Macedonia was admitted on 8 April 1993,
its flag wasn’t allowed in the member flag display
in front of the U.N. building in New York. It was
the first time in the U.N.’s history that a new
member was admitted, but not its flag.

This only ended with an Interim Accord
between Macedonia and Greece
Macedonia agreed to change its flag and
committed to discourage the public use of its
former flag.’

in  which

THE NEW FLAG

Proposals for the design of a new flag of the
Republic of Macedonia were undertaken by Prof.
Miroslav Grchev, an architect. The new flag
had to be distinct but retain a thematic, visual-
symbolic, and identity continuity with state and
national flags, with the sun (and the five-pointed
star, the sun is a star), and with the colors yellow
and red. The basic vexillographic forms of the
sun were considered, and for obvious reasons the
Kutlesh-type sun was discarded (see table on p.
21). After exploring 12 versions of the sun, the
concept materialized as a sun

. \
CC MaTcpHrjajin3rpa Kako COHLEC CO

OCYM JMBCPICHTHU 3palll KOU U3-

. with eight divergent rays that

JIETYBaatT JUPEKTHO OJT TUCKOT, Oe3
JIOTIONTHUTENTHU eneMeHTH (ci1. 37)
(I'pues 2011).

aNZ
PANN

without additional elements
(Fig. 37) (Grchev 2011).
However, the final proposal

P

emerge directly from the disk,

CCHaK, KOHCYHUOT Hpeajior
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was amended by Prof. Kostadin
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MPEOJIO3UN 3A MAKEOOHCKOTO 3HAME
PROPOSALS FOR THE MACEDONIAN FLAG

Tpute wndpun n3bpaHn of jaBHNOT KOHKYPC
N HABHUTE NpPeano3n 3a 3Hame, jyHn 1992

The 3 codenames chosen from the Public competition
and their proposal for flag, June 1992

(PekoHcTpykumja JoBaH JoHoBcku* /Reconstruction Jovan Jonovski*)

MAKO BENIKS o 5522

*3. 0. 1992, ,KoHeuHn npeanosu 3a gpxaBHuTe cumbonun”, Hoea MakedoHuja, 5.6.1992

[Mpennosu centemepun 1995 / Proposals September 1995

(Mvupocnas 'pyes / Miroslav Grchev)

MpBa casza / First phase

BTopa dhasa
Second phase
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oemie u3mener o mpod. Kocraauu Tanuer-/{unka-
Ta, TUKOBEH YMETHUK. OpUTHHAIHHOT ,,37aT€H"* 0/1-
Hoc (Grcev 201 1a) Gerre ucrersar Bo 1:2 u 3panure
0ea OTKa4eHH Off COHYEBHOT JHMCK CO UMILTUIIPAH
kpyr. OBa ja Hapymu wu30amaHCHpaHaTa Kpy>KHA
CUMETpHja Ha COHUYEBUTE 3palld, Koja Oerie cuMe-
TPUYHA U BO KBajapaTHa dopMma.

JlmHKaTa TBpIM JeKa TOj CaMHOT TO Jai TpeJyIo-
roT, 6e3 HuKakBa moBp3aHocT co ['puer (Bemmakos-
cku 2019, 181). On apyra ctpana, HoBuHapot Crace
[yrimHOBCKH TBpIEN JeKa COHIIETO Ha 3HAMETO €
HeroBa HJeja, MOAAPKaHa OJf TeHEPATHHOT CeKpe-
tap Ha OH Bytpoc Byrpoc ['anu, koj To mpunymn
npercenatenor Ha Makenonuja Kupo ['muropos na
ro npudatu. Criopen LLlynnmuaoBcky, mpod. I'pues ja
HAaIpaBH camo ,,KkomIjyTepckara rpaduka‘ (Llymmm-
HoBcku 2013).

I'menajku ro GUHATHUOT AM3ajH, TEIIKO € J1a ce
MOBEpyBa JieKa OPUTHHAIHOTO JIeo Ha ['pueB He e
BKIIyYEHO BO KOHEYHHTE JIU3ajHEPCKH M3MEHU Ha-
npaBenu of Jluakara. 3aToa, MU3ajHOT HA 3HAMETO
Tpeba na ce Hapede kako Am3ajH I 'pue-/uHKara.
Cmace lymmnHOBCKH BOOMIIITO HE padoTe Ha AH-
3ajHOT Ha 3HAMETO U BO HUKO] CITydaj HE MOKE 1a Ce
CMeTa 3a HETOB HJICOJIONIKN WM KaKOB OWJIO ApYyT
Buj TBOpert (JoHoBckm 2021).

Jlubepanmnata mapTHja mane CBOj
MPeJIoT 3a M3TJIeN0T Ha COHIIETO CO
OCYM 3palid, KaJie IITO THE Ce CO MCTa
neOenrHa, CIMYHO Ha OpPUTAHCKOTO
3HamMe - YHuoH [lek. (ci. 38).

Ha 22 cenremBpu 1995 ronuna 6ea
o0jaBeHHU JIBa MpEAJIora U TOCTUIHAT € KOHCEH3YC
3a MPEJJIOTr0T CO COHIIETO CO AUBEPreHTHH 3pally Ha

I'pues-/unkara. [Ipemioror Oeure npudateH ox 86
npatenuiy (Japxoscka 1995).

HuctutyToT 3a 3HamMuma oj JIOHIIOH, ucHpaTh
n3MeHeT npeasor ox ITon Barcon 1o makenoHckara
ambacaja. [Tpemiorot ,,ro KoprcTellle BU3aHTHCKHOT
opert, pBeHo-tpuute 6or Ha BMPO® 1
TpPH SBE3/IM 32 Ja TH IIPETCTaBH 3eMjHUTE
BO KoM kuBear MakenoHuute. Moxe-
01 OBOj J1e7T HeMa Jla UM Ce JOTIaIHe Ha
I'prmre™ (cit. 39) (Star 1995, 8). Tpure
SBE3/IM Ce HAOraaT W Ha Bep3HjaTa Ha
3HAMETO KOPHCTEHO Ha OCHOBAYKHOT
konrpec Ha BMPO-IIIMHE® Bo Mmaj
1990 roguna. Tue ru npercraByBaaTr
TpUTE Jel0BU HA MakeIoH1ja MoJeeHN 3a BpeMe Ha
Bankanckure Bojau 1912-1913: Bapaapcka (CpOuja),

Cn./Fig. 39
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Tanchev Dinkata, a fine artist. The original
“golden” ratio proportions (Grchev 2011a) were
changed to 1:2 and the rays were detached from
the solar disk by an implied circle. This broke the
balanced composition of the circular symmetry of
the sun and radial rays that was also symmetrical
in a square format.

Dinkata claimed he made the proposal himself,
without any connection to Grechev (BenmukoBcku
2019, 181). In another claim, journalist Spase
Shuplinovski asserted that the sun on the flag
is his idea and it was backed by U.N. General
Secretary Boutros Boutros Ghali, who forced the
president of Macedonia, Kiro Gligorov, to accept
it. According to Shuplinovski, Prof. Grechev only
did the “computer graphic” work (ILlynmuHos-
cku 2013).

Looking at the final design, it is difficult to
believe that the original work of Grchev did not
underlie the final design by Dinkata. Therefore,
the flag should be referred as the Grechev-Dinkata
design. Spase Shuplinovski did not work on the
design of the flag at all, and in no way can he be
considered the flag’s creator in his ideological or
other kind of creator (JomoBcku 2021).

The Liberal Party came up with
a proposal for an 8-rayed sun with
the same wirth rays, like those on
the British Union Jack (Fig. 38).

On 22 September 1995, two
proposals for the new flag were
published. Consensus was reached
on the Grchev-Dinkata proposal with the sun
with divergent rays. The proposal was accepted
by 86 MPs (J/lapkoBcka 1995).

The Flag Institute sent an amended proposal
by Paul Wason to the Macedonian Embassy
in London. The proposal “used the Byzantine
eagle, the red and black colors of VMRO,® and
three stars to represent the countries
where Macedonians The
Greeks may not have liked this part”
(Fig. 39), (Star 1995, 8). The three
stars also appear on a version of the
flag used at the founding congress
of VMRO-DPMNE’ in May 1990.
They represented the three parts
of Macedonia separated during
the Balkan Wars of 1912-13: Vardar (Serbia),
Aegean (Greece), and Pirin (Bulgaria)” and are

live.
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Erejcka (I'pumja) u [upuncka (Byrapuja)’, a ce cme-
Taar 3a CUMOOJI Ha CTPEMEXKOT 3a 00eTMHYBabE (CII.
27) (Star 1995, 8).

3a 7a ja MOATOTBY jaBHOCTA 3a MPOMEHATa Ha 3Ha-
METO, JCH TIpe 00jaByBamkeTO Ha HOBHOT JHM3ajH Ha
COHLIETO, IJIABHUOT JHEBeH BecHHMK HoBa Makeno-
HUja 00jaBH aHKETa CO Koja Ce TeCTHUpa IO IrOTBEHOC-
Ta Ha TpafaHnTe J1a To CMeHar 3HameTo. HacioBoT Ha
aHKeTaTa Ha BECHHUKOT Oellle MPWINYHO WHIUKATH-
BeH: ,,JIMeTo He MoJke 1a ce CMEHH — 3HaMEeTo MOoxke!
BceymHocr, 1ienaTa aHkeTa oBeKe ce OJlHeCyBallie Ha
Mpaliamara 3a UMETO Ha Jp)KaBaTa U MOKHHTE Ba-
pujaHTy Ha 3HaMeTo. Ha 56 oTcTo on ucruraHuimre
HE UM Mpeyesio IPOMeHa Ha 3HaMeTo, 26 0TcTo Ouie
npotus (apkocka 1995). OBa ja momapxa Teopuja-
Ta JieKa 3HaMETO € KPTBYBAHO 3a Jia Ce 3auyBa UMETO
Ha 3emjara (Petrov 2017).

Ha 27. cennuna Ha CoOpanuero Ha PeryOiuka
Makenonuja, Ha 5 oktomBpu 1995 rommna, Gemre
YCBOEH 3aKOHOT 3a 3HAMETO Kako W JeKiapalyjara
3a ocyza Ha OOHMJIOT 3a aTeHTaT BP3 MPETCeNaTesoT
Kupo I'muropos nBa nena nperxoano. Ha uckiryun-
TEITHO KpaTKa CeIHUIIA, 0e3 pacrpara (ITOKaKyBajKu
JIeKa CUTE TIPATeHUIKHY TPYITH BEKe Ce JIOTOBOPHIIE 3a
IpoMeHa Ha 3HameTo), co 110 rmaca ,,3a“, efeH mpo-
THUB U YETHPH BO3P KaHM, Oellie JOHeCeH 3aKOHOT 3a
3HameTo Ha PenyOnmka Maxenonwuja (ci. 40).

Bo unen 2 o 3aK0oHOT 3a 3HAMeE ce BENu:

3namero Ha PermyOnmka MakemoHuja € pBEHO

CO 3JIaTHO >XOJITO COHIIC. COHL[GTO € CO OCyM COHYEC-

BHU 3paliyi KOU C€ MPOCTUpaaT 04 COHUCBUOT AHUCK CO

MIPOLLIHPYBasE 10 paboBHTe HA 3HaMeTO. COHUEBUTE

3palu C€ BKpPCTyBaart 1o I[I/Ij aroHalia, XOpnu3oHTaJia 1

BepTHKana. J[jaMerapoT Ha COHYEBHOT JIHCK € e/THA

CeIMHUHA OJT IOJDKMHATa Ha 3HaMeto. LleHTapor Ha

COHIIETO CE MOKJIOITYBa CO TOYKATa BO KOja Ce cevar

JWjaroHanuTe Ha 3Hameto. OTHOCOT Ha IIMpUHATA |

JIOJDKHHATA Ha 3HAMETO € €JICH CIIpeMa JIBa.

Bo npurior e nasneH 1 TMKOBHO-TpapHIKH MPHU-

ka3 Ha 3HameTo (CiryxOen 1995).

HoBoTo 3Hame mpBmar Oe-

JMKOBHO-1 PAGHYKH ITPUKA3 HA SHAMETO

1€ TTIOCTaBEHO Ha 7 OKTOMBpH
BO 3rpanara Ha CoOpaHuero, a
Ha 22 OKTOMBpH IpeJ 3rpana-
ta Ha OOeanMHEeTUTE HALIMH BO
byjopk. 3namero Oemie mpe-
YeKaHo CO TojieMa pEe3UrHa-
1Mja, Kako cMMOOJI Ha Karu-
tynanuja. He Oeme pa3seano
Ipes ONIITHHUTE BO Makeso-
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considered a symbol of striving for unification
(Fig. 27) (Star 1995, 8).

To prepare the public for the change of the
flag, the day before announcing the new design
of the sun, the main daily newspaper Nova
Makedonija published a survey testing citizens’
willingness to change the flag. The title of the
paper’s poll was quite indicative: “The name
cannot be changed—the flag can!” Actually, the
entire survey addressed more on the question of
the country’s name and possible flag variants.
56% of the respondents did not mind changing
the flag, 26% were opposed (/lapxoBcka 1995).
This supported the theory that the flag was
sacrificed to preserve the country’s name (Petrov
2017).

On 5 October 1995, the 27% session of the
Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia adopted
the law on the flag as well as a declaration
condemning the assassination attempt on
President Kiro Gligorov two days earlier. In
an exceptionally short session, without debate
(showing that all parliamentary groups had
already agreed on changing the flag), the Law
on the Flag of the Republic of Macedonia was
adopted with 110 votes in favor, one against, and
four abstentions (Fig. 40).

Article 2 of the Law states:

The flag of the Republic of Macedonia is
red with the golden yellow sun. The sun has
eight sun rays that extend from the solar disk
by extension to the edges of the flag. The sun’s
rays cross the diagonal, horizontal, and vertical.
The diameter of the solar disk is one-seventh
of the length of the flag. The center of the sun
coincides with the point at which the diagonals
of the flag meet. The ratio of the width and length
of the flag is one to two.

In addition, a graphic representation of the flag
is provided (Ciyx06en 1995).

The new flag was first
hoisted on 7 October at the
Parliament Building of
the Assembly in Skopje,
and on 22 October in
front of the United Na-
tions headquarters in
New York. The flag was
welcomed with great
resignation, as a sym-
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HUja o1 KOHTpoJa Ha ono3uiuckara BMPO-/ITTM-
HE c¢ no cnennure nokamHu nu300pH.

Jlu3ajHOT Ha 3HAMETO € crieluduYeH, co IPBEHO
T0JIe ¥ AMBEPTeHTHO coHIle. Mlako HeKou o7 TMMEeH-
3UHUTE Ha ITU3aJHOT HAa COHIIETO C€ HABEICHHU BO 3a-
KOHOT, HEKOH Ce C¢ yIITe HeAehUHUPAHH, a HEKOU
oTCTamyBaaT oJ TpapUUKHOT MPHKA3 HAa 3HAMETO
MTO € JAeN OJf 3aKOHOT. 3paruTe Ha TpaduIKuoT
MpHKa3 Ha 3HAMETO He ce J0OMBaaT co €AHOCTABHO
cedeme Ha JUjaro-

bol of capitulation. It was not hoisted in front of
municipalities in Macedonia controlled by the
opposition VMRO DPMNE until the next local
elections.

The design of the flag is specific, with the
red field and divergent sun. Although some of
the dimensions of the sun’s design are specified
in the Law, some are still undefined and some
deviate from the graphic representation of the

flag that is part

HaJIUTE Ha INPaBo- e of the Law.
aroJHUKOT, KaKo = The rays of
IWTO € Halula- 9 the graphic
HO BO 3aKOHOT, - 3:4 § a representation
TyKy On ClIOXeHa | | % N of the flag are
CTPYKTypa Ha Io- i not obtained by
4eTouuTe Ha pa- T simply cutting
-

OoBUTE HA 3pallUTEe
(hopmupaar
KBajapaT coO COOJ-
HoC 3:4 (cm. 41).
3aameTo mma mporopiuu 1:2. Jujamerapor Ha
JUCKOT € 1/7 on mo/pKuHAaTa Ha 3HAMETO, OJHOCHO
HETOBHOT pamuyc ¢ 1/7 on BucuHara; Llemoro »xoiro
coHrie u 3par ce 33 % oj] IOBpIIMHATA Ha 3HAMETO;
npeoctaHature 67 % ce npBeHn. COHLIETO MMa JIBa XO-
PHU30HTAIIHH, JIBa BEPTHUKAJIHN U YETUPH JIHjarOHAITHH

KOoHu

3paly, CeKOj MOCTABeH CO PA3IMUHN KapaKTePHCTHKU
Y Pa3NIMYHU TI0jJJOBHH TOYKH, OJI KO CAMO XOPH30H-
TaJTHWUTE 3pally ce CpeKaBaaT BO IIEHTAPOT HAa 3HAMETO.
Hunata nomkuna e 1 equanna (E) (BucuHa Ha 3Ha-
MeTo), HuBHata mmmpuna e 0,2 E, a mox aron og 11,53°.

JHpxaBHOTO 3aMe ce JieprHrpa KaKo MpaBoaroi-
HUK cO ofiHOoC Ha ctpanute 1:2. Ho yecTto naru e no-
TpeOHO 3HAMETO Ja Ouje co apyru naumeH3uu. Ha
pUMep Pa3MepOT Ha 3HAMHMIbATA HA YUYCCHUUKHTE
Ha OJIUMITMCKUTE UTPU JIONTO BpeMe Ouiie Cropen
MPOTIOPLIMUTE HAa 3HAMETO Ha 3eMjaTta qoMakuH. Je-
HEC 3HAMHIATa CE CO MPOMOPLIUUTE HA OJMMIIHC-
KoTO 3Hame 2:3. Mnu mak 3HaMeTo Ha ApKaBUTE Ha
TUTIIOMATCKATE  aBTO-
MOOWIIH TIpH OHIIH]jasT-
HUTE TIOCETH, UCTOTaKa
Ce CO 3a/IaJIcHN JTNMEH-
3HH.

Nmm  mak,
Ce KOPUCTH KaKO JEN Off
MHOTY JIOT0A U Tpa(HKHy,
WIM Pa3HU JIOKYMEHTH,

3HaAMCTO

KaKO JIM4Ha KapTa I1a-
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the diagonals

Cn./Fig. 41 of the

rectangle, as
written in the law, but from a complex structure
of the beginnings of the edges of the rays that
form a square with a ratio of 3:4 (Fig. 41).

The flag has proportions of 1:2. The disk’s
diameter is 1/7 of the length of the flag, i.e., its
radius is 1/7 of the height; the entire yellow sun
with rays is 33% of the flag’s area; the remaining
67% is red. The sun has two horizontal, two
vertical, and four diagonal rays, each set with
differing characteristics and different starting
points; only the horizontal rays meet at the center
of the flag. Their length is 1 unit (E) (height of
the flag), their width is 0.2 E, and they subtend
an angle of 11.53°.

The state flag is defined as a rectangle with
sides 1: 2. But it is often necessary for the flag to
have other dimensions. For example, the size of
the flags of the participants of the Olympic Games
has long been according to the proportions of the
flag of the host country. Today the flags are in
the proportion of
the Olympic flag
2: 3. Or the flags
of the countries on
the diplomatic cars
during the official
visits are also with
given dimensions.

Or, the flag is
used as a part of
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COIII, KaJIe IITO AUMEH3HUTE CE TIOMAIH O/ TIPOTHIIIA-
HuTe 1:2, HO THE CE BCYIITHOCT HCEUYCHH O] OpUTHHAII-
HOTO 3HAMEHIIE CO OJIHOC, IIITO T'O MPABX 3HAMETO JIEI
HECHMETPUYHO KaKO J1a HEeIOCTUTaaT yIuTe 4 3paiu 3a
TIOTIONTHYBAlk¢ Ha CHMETpHjaTa Ha crieHorpadwujara.
(cm. 42).

bunejkn  nedunu-
IMjaTa 3a 3HAMETO BO
3aKOHOT BeJIH JIeKa 3pa-
IIUTE CE XOPU3OHTAIIHH,
BEPTUKAJIHU U JIUjaro-
HAJTHH, TOTaIll COHIIETO
Tpeba TMOBTOPHO Ja ce
HalpTa 3a ynorpeda Bo
KPYT, KBaJIpaT H JIPYTH
JMeH3uu. (c1. 43)

On  BeKcUIIONIOIIKA
IJIeJIHA TOYKA, AW3aJHEPCKUTE aTpHOYTH HAa 3HAMETO
Ce CMEHH]ja, HO MPETCTaBEHUTE CMMOOJIM He. 3Hame-
TO OCTaHa IIPBEHO CO XKONTO coHle. COHIETO CO KOH-
BEPreHTHH 3pally I'0 3aMEHU €THOTO CO TUBEPreHTHU
3paliy, Toa He TH U3ryOH CBOHTE aTpHOyTH HUTY 100U
ApyrHu.

Hogoto 3Hame MHOTY 6aBHO TIOYHA Ja ce Tiprdaka,
IITO MOXKEIIe /Ia C€ BUIM M JICHECKa Ha CIIOPTCKUTE
HACTaHM, KaJIe IITO Ha TIOBEKe OJT ITOJIOBIHA NCTAaKHA-
TO € HOBOTO 3HaMe.

Hacrann mro ro MOTIIOMOTHaa OBa ce IMOCTaBY-
BamkeTO Ha japOOJIM CO roJeMH 3HAMHEha Ha MHOTY
nokauuu Hu3 Makenonuja. Bo nexemspu 2008 roau-
Ha ce noctaBuja japoomu Bucoku 30 M Bo Ckormje Ha
rpajackuot twiommran, npex CoOpaHue, Ha CKOICKO-
1o Kane n Bo burona. 3namero e co quMmensuu 4 m
x 8 M. Bo cnenHuTe B rOIMHM Ce MOCTaBHja MHOTY
TaKBH japOOJIM ¥ 3HAMHEbA. A BPBOT Ha MPOMOIHjaTa
Ha 3HAMHUIbATa € BOCTAHOBYBAETO Ha [IEPEeMOHHMjaTa
Ha MCHYBame Ha
3HAMETO TIpOrpa-
TEHa CO HWHTO-
HUPAbETO Ha
Ip)KaBHATa XUM-
Ha mipen CoOpa-
Huero u Branata
Ha  PemyOmmka
Makenonuja, Kou
ce OTBOpEHH 3a
jaBHOCTa, KaKo U
Bo BuiaTta Boano
— KaOWHETOT Ha
IIpercenarenor,
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many logos and graphics,or in document like ID
or passports, where the dimensions are less than
the prescribed 1:2, but they are actually cut from
the original-ratio flag, which makes the flag part
asymmetrical as if four more rays are missing to
complete the set design symmetry (Fig. 42).

Since the
definition of the flag
in the Law states
that the rays are
horizontal, vertical,
and diagonal, then
the sun should be
redrawn for uses in
circle, square, and
other dimensions
(Fig. 43).

From a vexillographic point of view, the
flag’s design attributes changed but the symbols
represented did not. The flag remained red with
a yellow sun. The sun with convergent rays
replaced one with divergent rays, it did not lose
its attributes or gain others.

The new flag started to be accepted very
slowly. It can be seen today at sporting events,
where it is more than half of the flags displayed.

Events that have helped this are being set up on
flagpoles in many locations throughout Macedonia.
In December 2008, masts 30m high were set up in
Skopje on the city square, in front of the Parliament,
on the Skopje Fortress and in Bitola. The flag has
dimensions of 4m x 8m. In the next two years, many
such masts and flags are erected. And the peak of
the promotion of the celebrities is the establishment
of the flag-changing ceremony accompanied by
the intonation of the national anthem in front of the
Parliament and
the Government
of the Republic
of Macedonia,
which are open
to the public, as
well as in Vodno
- the President‘s
palace for invi-
ted groups
from different
backgrounds
from students
to retirees (Fig.
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KOE MOpaJTi 3aTBOPEHUOT KapaKTep ce OJIBUBA 3a TIOKa-
HETH TPYIH O] Pa3HH 3a]JHUHHU O] YUCHHIIN J0 TICH3H-
onepu (ci1. 44). IIpBoTO TIEpEMOHIjaITHO MEHYBaFhE Ha
3HaMeTO ¢ m3BeneHo npen Codpanuero Ha PemyOmika
Maxenonuja Ha 15 maj 2010 roauma, cabota, 3amrC-
JICHO J1a Ce BHKa ,,J][eH Ha 3HAMETO"".

Hu3 commjananTe Mpexu ToB-
TOPHO ce aKkTyenm3upa 15 maj - ne-
HOT Ha MaKEJOHCKOTO 3Hame Kora
ce MOBHUKYBAar JIyI'€To /1a [I0CTaBaT
CIIMKA CO MAaKEJIOHCKOTO 3HaMe,
IpU TOa HE NPELH3UpPajKU Ha KOe
3HaME C MHCJIH, HaKO BO JHjacmo-
para HajuecTo ce Mmoapazoupa aexa
craHyBa 300p 3a 3HameTo o 1992
rojauHa (ci. 45).

Ho, craporo 3Hame HuKorai
He Oelle HAMyIITEHO W CE YIITE
ce KOPUCTH 3a JIMYHa yrnorpeda, a JoOuBa roroyiemMa
MOITYJIAPHOCT OCOOCHO OTKAKO Ap)KaBaTa ro OCyIu
co Ilpecnanckuor noroBop mery I'puuja u Maxe-
nonrja ox 2018 roamHa m ce riega Kako cUMOOI
MIPOTHUB TIpOMEHaTa Ha MMEeTO Ha PemyOimka Ma-
KeIoHHja, co momaBame ,,CesepHa®. Co 0BOj IOTO-
Bop Makenonenor Oeiie MpUHYIEH Ja IO OTCTpa-
HU CEKOE jaBHO TI0jaByBame Ha CTAPOTO 3HAME OJI
Kytnem/Bepruna. Taka, coHiero 6emie n3opuiiaHo
Oypu U oX Kamanure Ha maxture. CTapoTo 3HaMe
HEKOH TO IJIe/1aaT KaKo HAlIHOHAITHO (€THUYKO) 3Ha-
Me, 10ZieKa HOBOTO € AP>KaBHO 3HaMe.

[loBekero MakeqOHCKM AJIOaHILM, KOU YKUBEAT
Bo Onm3mHa Ha rpanunara co Andanuja u Koco-
BO, HUKOTAIl HE TO TMpHUdaTHja HATY
€IHOTO HUTY JPYroTo 3Hame. Tue ro
BeaT caMo anbaHCKOTO 3Hame (1pBe-
HO CO JBOTJIAB I[PH Opel) U TO CMe-
Taar 3a €THHYKO 3Hame. Yrorpebara
Ha OBa 3HaMe e npudaTeHa co 3aKoH,
KOTa ce Bee CaMo ako € IMpHIpYKe-
HO CO MakeJIOHCKO 3Hame Koe e 1/3
rorosiemo (3akon 2005). Cenak, oBa
peTko ce 3adenexysa. [Ipumep e obe-
JIKYBaHbETO Ha JICHOT Ha ajl0aHCKOTO
3HaMe 28 HoeMBpH 2018, BO ontuHa
UYanp, Bo Ckomje co mpeTekHO anbaH-
CKO HaceleHHE, KOora JOMHHHUpAT aj-
0aHCKOTO PKaBHO M HAPOJHO 3HAME.
Kane ce npucyTHH 3ae1HO, TIOTOJIEMO
e 3HameTo Ha PemyOmuka AnGanuja
(cm. 46).

MAKEJIOHCKU XEPAJI/ 18

AEH HA MAKEAOHCKOTO 3HAME

Cn./Fig. 45
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44). The first ceremonial change of the known
was performed in front of the Parliament of the
Republic of Macedonia on Saturday, May 15,
2010, conceived to be called ,,Flag Day*.

May 15 again become relevant on social
networks - the day of
the  Macedonian  flag
when people are invited
to post pictures with the
Macedonian flag, without
specifying  which  flag
they mean, although in
the diaspora it is often
understood that it is the flag
from 1992(Fig. 45).

But the old flag was
never abandoned and is
still used by some people,
and it has gained in popularity especially after the
State had to denounce it under the 2018 Prespa
Agreement between Greece and Macedonia—
it can symbolize opposition to the change of the
name of the Republic of Macedonia to ‘“North
Macedonia”. Under that agreement Macedonia
was forced to remove any public appearance of
the old Kutlesh/Vergina flag—the sun was even
ground off of manholes covers. The old flag is seen
by some as a national (ethnic) flag, while the new
is seen as a state flag.

Most of the Macedonian Albanians, living
near the border with Albania and Kosovo, never
accepted either flag. They only fly the Albanian
flag (red with a double-headed
black eagle) and regard it as
an ethnic flag. The use of this
flag is accepted by the Law,
which requires that it be flown
only if accompanied with the
Macedonian flag (which is 1/3
larger) (3akon 2005), although
this requirement is rarely
honored. An example is the
marking of the Albanian flag
day on November 28, 2018, in
the Municipality of Chair, in,
Capital of Skopje mainly with
Albanian state and national
flags. Where put together, the
flag of the Republic of Albania
is larger (Fig. 46).
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3AKIYYOK

[TumranuTe M3BOPH yKaKyBaaT 3a ymoTrpeda Ha
KOHKPETHH 3HaMHUI-a B0 Makenonuja ox 10 Bek, kou
KOpHCTAT KPCT Ha IPBEHOTO 3Hame. Bo criienHuoT me-
pPHOZT ce ONHWITyBaHM 3HAMHEbA TOBpP3aHU co Make-
JIOHMja Ha TIOPTOJaHU KOM MPHUKaKyBaaT 3HAME HaJl
rpamor CKkorje, Kako ¥ MPUNHIIAHUTE XepaJINIKA
3HAMHI-a Ha AJsekcaHaap MakemoHCKH BO CpeIHO-
BEKOBHATa €BPOIICKA JINTEpaTypa, HajMHOTY BO pOMa-
HUTE 32 AnekcaHnap (aJleKCaHIpUAN) CO TIiejaia Ha
JIM3ajHH, TaKa IITO 3JIATHHOT JIaB Ha I[PBEHO 3HAME U
00paTHO MOBTOPHO ce MojaByBaar Bo 19 u 20 Bek Ha
BOCTaHUYKHU 3HAMHHHA.

[IpBoTO couyBaHO 3HaMe co HaTnuc MakenoHHja
e 3HaMe Ha MakeI0HCKOTO BOCTaHue 071 PazinoBiy oz
1876 roguna. Ilotoa e mpenyorot 3a 3Hame ox 1914
ronuHa Ha MakeoHckaTa kononuja Bo Cankr [Tetep-
Oypr, Pycuja.

[IpBOTO MaKeIOHCKO JpKaBHO 3HAME Ke ce Toja-
BU BO COTJIACHOCT cO ymarcrsata o 1941 roauHa Ha
[lItabot ma [10J 3a mapTU3aHCKOTO 3HAME Ha CEKOj
HapoJ: IpBEHa IMETOKpaka Bp3 HAIMOHAIHOTO 3Ha-
Mme. LlpBeHoTo 3HamMe Ha KpaTkoTpajHara KpymieBcka
PenyOimka 3a Bpeme Ha MITMHICHCKOTO BOCTaHHE
Bo 1903 romuna Oerre w3dpano Bo 1943 roawHa ma
ja mpudarty mapTu3aHcKaTa IpBeHa SBE3/1a CO JKOJITa
(bumOpwmjarja. 3HamMeTo Oerre yTBPSHO IypH co Y c-
taBoT 021 31 nexemBpu 1946 ronguna. Ilox oBa 3Hame e
3aBpIIIeHa I1e/laTa He3aBUCHOCT Ha PerryOrmka Make-
noHuja. beme morpebHa pedncu eiHa TO/MHA TI0 He-
3aBHCHOCTA 32 I CE JI0j 1€ 10 HOBOTO 3HaMe BO aBIyCT
1992 ronuna. LlpBeHoTo 3Hame co 16-3pauHO coHLe
oj turot KyTiienn Hausie Ha CUIICH OTIOp Ha COCEIHA
I'pumja, mwTo nOBee 10 MPOMEHa Ha THIIOT Ha COHIIe-
TO BO OKTOMBpH 1995 roauna. co mro Gerre nocrase-
HO HOBO OCYM3payuHO JTUBEPIreHTHO COHIIE.

BEJIEWWKHU - NOTES

CONCLUSION

Textual sources write about usage of specific
flags in Macedonia beginning in the 10™ century,
using a cross on the red flag. The next period saw
portolans describe flags connected to Macedonia,
placing a flag above the city of Skopje. It also
saw heraldic flags attributed to Alexander the
Great in medieval European literature, mostly
in the Alexander Romances (A4/exandrides) with
plethora of designs, generally a golden lion on a
red flag (and vice versa), which would reappear
in the 19" and 20™ centuries on the flags of
rebellion.

The first surviving flag with the inscription
“Macedonia” is the 1876 Macedonian Uprising
flag from Razlovci. The next is the 1914 proposal
for a flag advanced by the Macedonian colony in
St. Petersburg, Russia.

The first Macedonian national flag emerged
in accordance with the 1941 instructions of the
Headquarters of Partisan Units of Yugoslavia for
the partisan flag of its component nations: a red
five-pointed star on top of the national flag. In
1943 thered flagused by the short-lived “Republic
of Krushevo” during the Ilinden Uprising of
1903 was chosen, adding the partisan red star
with yellow fimbriation. The flag was included
in the Constitution of 31 December 1946. Then
in the 1990s the Republic of Macedonia gained
full independence under this flag. It took almost
a year after independence, August 1992, to come
up with the new flag: a red flag with a 16-rayed
Kutlesh sun. It was met by severe resistance
from neighboring Greece, which led in October
1995 to the change to a new 8-rayed divergent
sun.

1 St. Methodius, brother of St. Cyril, the Slavic
misioneries that translated the Bible into Church-
Slavonic.

2 Jlenec Hax MakenoHuja mpBraT Oeme WclieaHa Ha
HOBOrOAMITHATA HOK 1942 rommua. [le daxto Oerre
xumHa Ha HP/CP Makenonuja ox 1945 romuna, HO
LIEJIOCHO o(HIHMjaTHO Oelle 03akoHeTa aypH Bo 1989
rojJuHa co amMaHIMaHUTe Ha YcraBoT o 1974 ronu-
Ha. / Today over Macedonia was first sung on New
Year’s Eve, 31 December 1941. It was the de facto
anthem of the PR/SR Macedonia from 1945 but only
fully officially adopted in 1989 in an amendment to
the 1974 Constitution.

3 https://www.aigai.gr/en/explore/museum/royal/
grave/of/philip/aiges/vergina. Accessed on 26.6.2017.
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4 Tlomonna, I'pruja ke KOpUCTH CpedpeHO (a MmooIHa
1 3JIaTHO) COHIIC Ha CHHO 3HaMe 3a ,,cBojara“ Make-
JIOHWja, CO3[aBajKM coceMa IOMHAKBO 3HAME CIIO-
pen XepanauyKuTe U Bekcuiaorpadckure npasuia. /
Later, Greece would use the silver (and later golden)
sun on a blue flag for “its” Macedonia, creating a
completely different flag which is heraldically correct
and vexillographically successful.

5 Tlokpamnara Makenonuja Bo I'puuja (¥Me mTO Ce
kopuctu o1 1987 ronuHa, a IpeTXOJHO Ce HapeKy-
Bame CeBepHa ['primja) movHa 1a KOPUCTH CHHO 3HA-
M€ CO 3JIaTHO WJIM cpedpeHo 16-3payHo COHIIe KaKo
cumOoI Ha ,,rpuka Makenonuja“. Mlako, XepaaIndki,
TOoa HE ¢ mpobieM, OHuIejku 3HAMUEaTa ce CO pas-
JIMYHKM OOW, IpyKara Biiaja CMeTa Jieka yrnorpedara
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Ha 0BOj cuM0oi1 oJ1 ctpaHa Ha PernyOiika Makenonuja
€ Kpasieme Ha eieH of Hej3uauTe cumbomm. /The Greek
province of Macedonia (a name used only since 1987,
previously called “North Greece”) began using a blue
flag with a gold or silver 16-rayed sun as a symbol of
“Greek Macedonia”. Although this is not a problem
heraldically, since the flags have different colors, the
Greek government viewed the Republic of Macedonia’s
use of this symbol as stealing one of its symbols.

6 BMPO e enno ox umumara Ha MakegoHcKaTa pe-
BOJILIMOHEPHA OpraHH3alyja IITO CTaHA CHHOHHM
3a nenoro jBuwkewme (1893 — 1937) u cumbon Ha
MakesoHCKaTa Oopba 3a camocTojHa MakenoHuja.
BMPO ro opraamsupamie NnnHAEHCKOTO BOCTAaHHE
BO 1903 ronnHa Koe ce cMeTa 3a 3Ha4aeH HacCTaH BO
Oopbara 3a co3gaBame HE3aBHCHA MaKeJOHCKa Ap-
)KaBa LITO 3all04YHa Ja Ce WCIIONHyBa Ha VmHIeH
1944 roguna. / VMRO-Vnatreshna Makedonska
Revolucionerna Organizacija (Internal Macedonian
Revolutionary Organization) is one of the names
of Macedonian Revolutionary Organization that
became a synonym for the entire movement (1893—
1937) and the symbol of the Macedonian struggle
for independent Macedonia. VMRO organized the
Ilinden (St. Elijah’s Day) Uprising in 1903, which
is considered a landmark event in the struggle for
the creation of an independent Macedonian state,
a struggle that began to see its fulfillment on the
same day in 1944. However, in Bulgaria VMRO is

regarded as a pro-Bulgarian organization aiming
for the unification of Macedonia with Bulgaria. For
more details see https://www.britannica.com/topic/
Internal-Macedonian-Revolutionary-Organization.

7 Mammort aen mox Anbanuja He € oTcnukad Tyka/ The
little part under Albanian is not recognized in the
deisgn.

8 BMPO-JIIIMHE (Brarpemna MakeIo0HCKa pEBOITY-
LOHEpHA opraHu3alrja — JleMokparcka mapTuja 3a
MakeJOHCKO HAIIMOHAIHO €IUHCTBO) Perucrpupana
B0 JietoTo 1990 roauna, Kako ,,HaIlMOHAIHA TapTHja
HA MAaKEJOHCKHOT HAapoA™ €O aHTHKOMYHHCTHYKA
KOH3EepBATUBHA OpHUEHTAllMja, Mely MPBHUTE IOJIHU-
THUYKH MApTHH KOM C€ 3aJjlaraar 3a HE3aBUCHOCT Ha
MakenoHuja ox1 jyrocioBeHnckara dexnepamnuja. Kako
LITO K&XyBa U UMETO, JIeKJIapupa Jieka € MpoI0DKe-
Hue Ha ucropuckoro BMPO (Klimovski 2017, 294).
/" VMRO-DPMNE (Vnatreshna Makedonska Rev-
olucionerna Organizacija—Demokratska partija za
Makedonsko Nacionalno Edinstvo) Internal Mace-
donian Revolutionary Organization—Democratic
Party for Macedonian National Unity. Registered in
the summer of 1990 as a “national party of the Mace-
donian people” with an anti-communist conservative
orientation, it was among the first political parties
striving for the Independence of Macedonia from Yu-
goslav federation. It claimed, as the name indicates,
to be continuation of the historic VMRO (Klimovski
2017, 294).
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