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CUMBOJIOT HA COHIIETO
BO BEKCUJIOJIOT'UJATA

ITP! niporiecoT Ha co3jlaBaibe, IM3ajHUPaAbE U
TlOHecyBake Ha eJ[HO JIP;KaBHO 3HaMe ce 3eMaar
HpeJBUJ TI0T0JIeM OPOj HAL[OHATHY eJIeMEeHTH UJTH
cumbom. Cumbonikara Ha 3HaMeTo ja pediek-
THpa HCTOPHCKaTa, KYATYpHATa W TMOJMTHYKATa
OKOJIHOCT BO KOjallITO ce pa3BHBaja
HalijaTa, ¥ Ha Toa ce TeMeJll ejHa
Ol BpeJJHOCTHTe Ha HALMOHATHHOT
upeHturer. Yecto, MpauHOTO MUHA-
TO Ha HApPOJIUTe, HUBHUTE CTPajiarba
BO MMHATOTO U jKejidaTa 3a moo0po
yTpe JMPeKTHO ce pedieKTupaie,
He caMo BO (DOJIKJIOPOT M KY/ITYp-
HUOT UJIEHTUTET Ha HapOJUTe TYKY
U BO CaMuTe JIP)KaBHU 3HaMUHbA.
Kenbarta 3a momobpa UHKMHA ¥ HAJIMUHYBambe Ha
TeIIKUTe BpeMUba, MUHATH Kaj pa3uuHu Hapou
ce pa3/IMYHO U3Pa3eH! MpPeKy pa3TMdHu CUMOOIH,
HO, eJieH 0/ HMB e HajaoMuHaHTeH. Toa e COHIeTo.

CoHI1eTO KaKo eJieMeHT, OJJHOCHO KaKo eJieH o/
IJIaBHUTE eJleMeHTH, ce Haola Ha MeTHaeceT 3Ha-
MHHba Ha HE3aBMCHU CYBepeHH Jp:KaBH, WIEHKU
Ha OOH. Toa e mpucyTHO Ha 3HaAMMIbaTa O CUTe
KOHTUHEHTH ¥ Kaj JIP/KaBU KOMIITO ce pa3BHUBaje
BO Pa3/MUHKM HCTOPUCKO-TIOJIUTUYKU OKOJTHOCTH,
HO CellaK, Kaj CUTe HMB, CUMOOJIMKATa IITO COH-
IIeTO ja MPeTCTaByBa € CAMYHA M MHCITUPHPaHa off
C/TMYHY U3BOPHU. KyITOT KOH COHI[ETO Kaj HapoJu-
Te e PUCYTEeH Off laMHEeNIH! BPeMHIba, O] CaMUTe
MIOYeTOIM Ha CTapaTa eruIeTcKa IMBHIM3allyja,
ma cé 70 COBpeMeHHUTe Hallid, Mery KOUIITO e U
MakejjoHCKaTa. [[peTcTaBeHO KaKo IUCK Oe3 3palu
WU JIMCK CO 3pally, CTUTU3UPaHU UM He, COHIIETO
e eJJHO Of TPUTe HeOeCKH Tejla IITO ce IIPUCYTHHU Ha
Ip)KaBHUTE 3HAMUba, IPYTUTE [IBe ce MeceunHaTa
1 sBe3fiata. [leTHaeceTTe He3aBUCHU JIP3KaBU KO-
HUIITO IO MOCTaBKJIe COHIIETO Ha CBOMTE HAI[MOHAI-
HM 3HaMMmba ce: AHTUrBa u bapoyma, ApreHruHa,
banrnazen, Janonuja, Kasaxcran, Kupubaru, Kup-
rucrad, Makegonuja, ManaBu, HamuOuja, Heman,
Hurep, ®unununu, Pyanma u Ypyraaj.
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THE SUN SYMBOL
IN VEXILLOLOGY

IN the process of creation, design and adoption
of a national flag, it is essential to take into
account a greater number of national elements
or symbols. The symbolism of the flag reflects the
historical, cultural and political circumstances
in which a nation has developed
and thus is a foundation of one of
the values of a national identity.
Often, the dark past of the peoples,
their sufferings in the past and
the desire for a better tomorrow
is directly reflected not only in
folklore and cultural identity of
nations, but in the state flags as
well. The desire for a better future
and to overcome the difficult times of different
nations is expressed through a variety of different
symbols, but one of these is the most dominant.
That symbol is the sun.

The sun as an element, or one of the
main elements is found in fifteen flags of
independent sovereign states, members
of the United Nations. It is present on the
flags of countries on all continents, which
have developed in different historical and
political circumstances, but they all share the
symbolism which the sun represents and are
inspired by similar sources. The cult of the
sun is present in peoples since ancient times,
from the very beginnings of the old Egyptian
civilization, until modern nations, including
the Macedonian one. Presented as a disk with
or without rays, stylized or not, the sun is
one of the three celestial bodies present state
flags, the other two being the moon and a star.
The fifteen independent states which have set
the sun on their national flags are: Antigua
and Barbuda, Argentina, Bangladesh, Japan,
Kazakhstan, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, Macedonia,
Malawi, Namibia, Nepal, Niger, the Philippines,
Rwanda and Uruguay.
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Op uncTo rpaMUKU U WIYCTPATHBEH MOTTIe,
COHIIETO KAaKO BEKCHJIOJIOIIKM, T1a U XepasInuKu
eJleMeHT, MOJKe Jla Ce CpeTHe BO Pas3/IMuHU JIM3aj-
HU 1 o0, dopMarta Ha CaMOTO COHIIE, KaKo U
bouTe, Bapupaar off piKaBa JI0 ApiKaBa, BO 3aBHUC-
HOCT O HaI[MOHAIHKTe 00M Ha HallujaTa, HO U MC-
TopKCcKaTa rpaduuka mpeTcrTaBa Ha COHIIETO KaKoO
cum6bos. Cute GopMH Ha COHIETO
KaKO BEeKCHJIOJIOLIKK CUMOOJI, MOJKe
Ia OupaT mojeseHd Ha JIBe OCHOB-
HU TPYIH - JUCK U COHIE CO 3pally,
Kajle MaK BTOpara rpyIa ce JIejid Ha
COHIIE BO PACKoOLI, CBETEHe Ha COH-
1ie (M3rpeB WM 3aje3) U aMm0IeM Ha
contie. [Tokpaj Toa ITO JAUCKOT IO
IPeTCTaByBa COHLIETO Kaj OfIfe/IHU 3HAMMUba, Kaj
[IPYT¥ TMaK, HCTHOT CUMOOJI ja MmpeTcTaByBa Mece-
uiHaTa (3Hamumbata Ha Ilamay u Jlaoc), mTo yecto
moara J1o 3a0yHa.

JIp;kaBHM 3HAMKIba Kajie MMa YIIoTpeba Ha JMCK
IITO CHMOOJIM3MpA COHIIE Ce 3Ha-

Banrnagem / Bangladesh

From a purely graphic and illustrative view,
the sun as a vexillological, as well as a heraldic
element can be found in various designs and
shapes. The shape of the sun itself, and the colors
vary from state to state, depending on the national
colors of the nation, as well as the historical
graphical representation of the sun as a symbol.
All forms of the sun symbol in
vexillology can be divided into
two main groups: a disc; and sun
with rays, where again the second
group is subdivided in: the sun in
splendor, illumination of the sun
(sunrise or sunset) and the emblem
of the sun. Besides the fact that a
disc represents the sun in certain flags, in others
the same symbol represents the moon (the flags of
Palau and Laos), which often raises confusion.

State flags where there is use of a disc that
symbolizes the sun are the flags of Bangladesh,

Japan and Niger. The size of the

MMIbaTa Ha baHrnajein, Jamonuja
u Hurep. TonemuHaTta Ha JUCKOT,
KaKo M II0CTaBeHOCTa BO IOJIETO,
UCTO TaKa BapupaaT U He Ce eJHO-
nuuHy. Taka, JUCKOT 07 3HAMeTo Ha

disk and the position in the field
also vary and are not uniform.
Thus, the disc of the flag of Japan
has a red color which is set in the
center of a white basis. On the

JamoHuja uMa 1pBeHa 60ja 1 e IocTa-
BEeH BO CpeIMIIHUOT Jie/l Ha OestaTa
ocHoBa. Opf ipyra cTpaHa Mak, IMCKOT O] 3HAMeTO
Ha baHrnajen, nako HaBUYM CJIMYEeH T10 JIU3ajH, e
CO pa3MyHa HUjaHCa Ha I[pBeHa 0oja U e mobuc-
Ky /10 TIPUILIBPCTEHHMOT Jie/l Ha 3HameTo. Ha kpaj,
3HaMeTo Ha Hurep uMa iucK co mmoprokasoBa 0oja,
KOJjIIITO € TIOMaJI T10 TUMeH3UH BO O]
HOC Ha TMpeTXOfIHUTe JIBa JMCKa U e
THI0CTaBeH BO CpejiMIlHATa OeJia JieH-
Ta Ha 3HAMeTO.

BropaTa KaTeropuja Au3ajHu Ha
COHIIETO BK/IyUyBa MpPHKa3 Ha COH-
e co 3panu. Kako mro BeKe e Ha-
MIOMEHATo, OBaa Kareropuja Moxke
7la ce TOjie/TM Ha COHIle BO PacKolll,
CBeTeme Ha COHIIe (KOIITO € MHOTY CJIMUHO CO TIp-
BaTa KaTeropuja) u ambieMm Ha coHie. PasnmukaTa
roMery COHIIETO BO PACKOII U COHIIETO LITO CBETH
e BO CTWJIOT Ha 3parnuTe. Kaj coHIleTo Bo packoii,
3palyTe ce MOCAMKOBUTO U3BeJleHH, Kafle eJlHU ce
JIMHeapHH, a ipyruTe ce OpaHoBuaHuU. [Tokpaj Toa,
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Janonwuja / Japan

Hurep / Niger

other hand, the disc of the flag of
Bangladesh, although apparently
similar in design, is a different shade of red, and is
closer to the fly. Finally, the flag of Niger has a disc
in orange, which is smaller in size compared to the
previous two discs and is positioned in the central
white bar of the flag

The second category includes
designs of the sun with rays. As
already mentioned, this category
can be subdivided into the sun
in splendor, illumination of the
sun (which is very similar to the
first category) and the emblem
of the sun. The difference
between the sun in splendor and
the illumination of the sun is in the style of the
rays. With the sun in splendor, pictorial rays are
designed, where every odd ray is linear and every
even ray is wavy. In addition, the disc from the
sun can, but doesn‘t have to be stylishly designed
with given human traits. The sun in illumination
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CaMHOT JIMCK O]l COHIIETO MOKe, a ¥ He Mopa, Jja
e CTUJICKY M3BeJIeH CO JlaJieHH YOBEKOBH OCOOMHH.
CoHIIETO BO CBETEHE UeCTO e TOCTaBeHO KaKo BO
U3TpPeB, a IOPeTKO BO 3ajie3, U HeMa rojieMa CTHIU-
3allija Ha caMUTe 3paly Wik AuckoT. [lobap mpu-
Mep 3a COHIIe BO PacKoll e jy)KHoaMepUKaHCKOTO
»,MajCcKo CcoHIle“, IITO ce Haol'a Ha 3HAMUMbATa Ha
AprenTtuHa u Ypyraaj. Op gpyra cTpaHa IIaK, 1oopu
TPUMEpPH 3a COHIIe IITO CBETH (W3-
TPeB) ce 3HaMHUIbaTa Ha ADHTHUIBA U
bapoyga, Kupuoatu u Manasu. Ha
Kpaj, COHIIETO KaKo aMOjieM e TOUM
o KojuIto ce ondakaaT JU3ajHA Ha
COHIIETO IIITO He ce CTMKOBUTH TYKY
CTU/ICKU u3BefieHn. OBHe I13ajHu ce
MoeJHOCTaBHY 1 HeMa MPUCYCTBO Ha
TeTasM KaKo Kaj IuM3ajHuTe off IpeT-
XOJIHUTE JIBe MOTKaTeropuu. Tumm-
yeH ITpUMep 3a 0Ba Ce CTapoTo U HO-
BOTO MAaKeJIOHCKO 3HaMme, COHIIETO
o7l 3HaMeTo Ha DUIUTIMHU, KAaKO THE O] 3HAMUIba-
ta Ha: Pyanpa, Kasaxcran, Kuprucran, Hamuouja
u Heman.

Kako M Kaj [3ajHOT Taka ¥ BO CUMOOJIKATa Ha
COHIIETO, ¥Ma Pa3/MKU BO 3HAUeHeTO Of] Ip/KaBa
710 pKaBa U off pervoH o peruoH. Co mogieTanHa
aHajM3a Ha CUMOOJIMKATa Ha COHLIETO O OBUE TIeT-
HaeceT 3HaMMIba MOKe Jla ce YVBUAU JieKa, OIIIITO
I71eJlaHo, COHIIETO CUMOOJTM3MPa HOB MIOYETOK, HOBA
epa, cimobofa WIM OarococTojoa.

CoHIIeTO KaKo T0YeTOK Ha HOBa epa
WM pararme Ha HOBA Halllja, BO3IUT-

MajckoTo coHiie / As
The Sun of May

is often set as the sunrise, or rarely in sunset and
there is no great stylization of the disc or the rays
themselves. A good example of the sunin splendor
is the South American ,Sun of May“, which is
located on the flags of Argentina and Uruguay.
On the other hand, examples of a good sunrise
are the flags of Antigua and Barbuda, Kiribati
and Malawi. Finally, the sun as an emblem covers
designs that are not graphical, but
stylized. These designs are simpler
and do not contain details such as
the designs of the previous two
subcategories. A typical example
of this is the old and the new
Macedonian flag, the flag of the
sun from the Philippines, those of
the flags of Rwanda, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Namibia and Nepal.
with the design, the
symbolism of the sun has
differences in meaning from country to country
and from region to region. With detailed analysis
of the symbolism of the sun from these fifteen
flags, it can be seen that, generally speaking,
the sun symbolizes a new beginning, a new era,
freedom or prosperity. Sun as the beginning of a
new era or the birth of a new nation, ascended
from the dark past eras, is often a meaning that
is added to the symbol of the sun. The South
American ,Sun of May“, which is
the national symbol of Argentina
and Uruguay, dates from the

HaTa O MpayHHUTe MHHATU €II0XU,

time of the May Revolution,

YeCTo e 3HaUeHe IITO MY ce IPUJIofia- i which marked the beginning of
Ba Ha CMMOOJIOT Ha COHIIETO. JViKHO- the struggle against the Spanish
aMepHKaHCKoTo ,,MajcKo coHIle”, Koe Apresmiia Argentina colonization of the territories of
e HaIMOHa/IeH CMO0JT Ha ApreHTHHA Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay and
1 YpyrBaj, moTeKHyBa oji BpeMeTo Ha MajckaTa pe- Bolivia. The sun is considered the beginning of a
BOJIVIIMja, IITO O3HAUNM/IA TIOYETOK Ha OopbaTta mpo- new era in the history of these countries, and
TUB IINAaHCKaTa KOJIOHM3allija Ha TEPUTOPUUTE Ha this is often followed by the legend of Argentina
Aprenrtuna, YpyrBaj, [laparsaj u bonuBuja. CoHieto which says that while the new government was
ce cMeTa 3a TI0YETOK Ha HOBa epa BO UCTOpHjaTa Ha being established for an independent Argentina,
OBHeE JIPKaBHM, a 0BA € YeCTo MPOCTIeeHO CO JIeTeH- the sun has strongly illuminated the scene from
JaTa off ApreHTHHa, KOjallTo Be/H JieKa JojieKa ce behind the clouds. There are theories that the
OCHOBajIa HOBaTa BJIajla Ha He3aBMCHA ApreHTHHa, »sun of May“ originates from the symbol for
COHIIETO CHJIHO 3acBeTesio of 3af obOmanure. Io- the sun god, Inti, who was one of the supreme
CTOjaT ¥ TeOpUH JleKa MajcKOTO COHIe IIOTeKHYBa O] gods of the Incas. Similar symbols are assigned
cuMO0JIOT 3a OOroT Ha coHleTo, MIHTH, Koj OMn efieH to the sun of the flags of Antigua and Barbuda,
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oJ1 BpxoBHUTe OoroBu Ha MHKuTe. ClIMuHa CUMOOITH-
Ka ce TIPUIKIIYBA U Ha COHIIETO Off 3HAMUIATA Ha
AnrurBa u bapOyna, Kupubatu u ManaBu, Kazie 03-
HauyBa 3a30pyBake Ha HOBa epa (0c/1000/yBambe o]
KOJIOHMjaJIu3aM M OCHOBabe He3aBMCHA JIpikaBa) U
HaJleK 3a HOB MoveToK. He3aBucHOCTa Ha HaljaTa
e TeCHO TIOBP3aHa co c1000jjaTa Ha HApOZIOT U OBa
e eJleH of] TIaBHUTe MOTHUBHM 3a U300p Ha COHIIETO
Kako cuM6os. COHIIETO Off MAaKeJJOHCKOTO 3HaMme,
KaKo 1 coHIleTo off 3HameTo Ha Hurep u banrnageri,
IpeTCTaByBa CMMOOJ Ha He3aBMCHOCTa U C1000/a-
Ta, JOJrOBEKOBHATa jKej0a Ha HapoJOT 3a CBOja
He3aBMCHA JIp;KaBa M CAaMOCTOjHO VIIpaByBame Ha
cBojaTa Teputopuja. OBaa CUMOOJIMKA Ce TIPEIuIIy-
Ba 1 Ha 3HaMeTO Ha DUIUMHHKUTE, HO TIPUIPYKEHO
CO BPEeJJHOCTUTE Ha eJMHCTBOTO U JieMOKpaTHjaTa.
[Tokpaj oBKe 3Hauera, MOKe Jia ce 3abefeku JieKa
IPYTHUTe Hapogu BO CUMOOJIOT Ha COHIIETO Iyefia-
aT JKMBOT, eHepruja, Kako IITO U 4yecto ce caka
(byHKIMjaTa Ha COHIIETO Kako HebecKo Teto. TakBu
TIpUMepHU ce COHIIaTa oj] 3HaMHibaTa Ha KasaxcraH
1 HamubOwuja. Mako yecTo MEpOT ce CUMOOTHU3HUpa CO
yIoTpeba Ha rynad ¥ MacIMHOBY TpaHuMmba, Kup-
TUCTaH Ha COHLIETO MY TPeNuIyBa BPeJHOCTH Ha
MHUPOT, KaKo 1 0oraTcTBO MM n3oommue. Cryyaute
co coHIleTo ofi 3HameTo Ha Heman u Pyanpa ce masn-
Ky MOpa3/IMYHU Off OCTaHaTUTe, Oupejku Hemanmure
BO COHIIETO TJIeflaaT IIBPCTa OJIVKa (IpeiBojieHK
O]l TpaJMIMOHATHUTE BepyBama), a PyaHraHuTe
r7ieflaaT IPOCBET/IyBame (Mopajy MpayHaTa HOBa
ncTopuja, PyaHzia ro mpomeHuaIa 3HaMeTO BO TIO-
HeyTpajHO ¥ mocuMbomuHo). Ha Kpaj, uHTEpeceH
3a CIIOMeHYBame e CydajoT co JarnoHuja. CoHlleTo,
TI0KPaj Toa IITO e efieH 0] HajBasKHUTe HAI[MOHATHU
CUMOOJTM Ha JIp;KaBaTa, Toa IIPeTCTaByBa 1 M3BOP Ha
MMeTO Ha camara fipskaBa. [lomynmapHoTo riefuiiTe
e JIeKa MeTo Ha AipskaBata (B 4K, , Humon") o3Hauy-
Ba ,3eMja Ha U3rPeBOT HA COHIIETO", A TaKa COHIle-
TO CTaHa/l0 BeKOBeH CUMOOJT Ha JarloHMja U jarioH-
CcKaTa KyaTypa.

be3 pa3nmuka Ha [M3ajHOT, CMMOO/IMKaATa, OouTe
WM MeCTOIOJI0K0aTa, COHILIETO Off CeKorall ce Tiie-
Z1aJ10 KaKo BaskeH CUMO0JI Kaj ojie/THA Hapoyu. CKo-
PO BO CUTe CJTy4au, BO COHIIETO Ce Tiefjajio MO3UTHB-
HO, MHCIIMPUPAJIO 01arococTojoa U Mup, C1000/1a 1
He3aBUCHOCT. 3a rojieM 0poj Hapoyiu, COHIIETO He e
caMo M3BOP Ha eHepriuja, TYKY U HeIlITo MoBeKe, JieJt
ofi uyileHTUTeTOT. M
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Kiribati and Malawi which mark the daybreak
of a new era (liberation from colonialism and
a foundation of an independent state) and the
hope for a new beginning. The independence of
a nation is closely related to the freedom of the
people and as such is one of the main reasons
for the choice of the sun as a symbol. The sun of
the Macedonian flag, the sun on the flag of Niger
and the one of the flag of Bangladesh represent
a symbol of independence and freedom, the long
desire of the people for an independent state and
independent governance of its territory. This
symbolism is also
applied to the flag
of the Philippines,
but together with
the values of unity
and democracy. In
addition to these
meanings, it may
be noted that other nations see in the symbol
of the sun life, energy, which often signifies
the function of the sun as a celestial body. Such
examples are the suns on the flags of Kazakhstan
and Namibia. Although peace is often symbolized
using a dove and olive branches, the Kyrgyzstan
sun has also attributes of the values of peace and
wealth or abundance. The cases of the sun on the
flags of Nepal and Rwanda are slightly different
from the others because the Nepalese see in the
sun a firm decision (led by traditional beliefs) and
the Rwandans see enlightenment (due to the grim
newer history, Rwanda changed the flag to a more
neutral and symbolic one). Finally, it‘s interesting
to mention the case of Japan. The sun, although
being one of the most important national symbols
of the state, is also the source of the name of the
state. The popular view is that the name of the
state (A Z, ,Nippon“) means ,land of the rising
sun“, and so the sun has become a centuries-long
symbol of Japan and Japanese culture.

Regardless of design, symbolism, color or
position, the sun is always seen as an important
symbol in certain peoples. In almost all cases,
the sun is viewed positively, it inspires prosperity
and peace, freedom and independence. For many
peoples, the sun is not only a source of energy, but
also something more, a part of identity.

MajaBu / Malawi
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