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Coat of Arms of
City of Skopje

[POOT Ha
rpag Ckonje

I'p6boT Ha TIIaBHUOT rpajn Ha
Maxkenonuja, Cxorje, 1o Ap>KaBHAOT
rp6, ¢ HajymoTpeOyBaHUOT TPpO
Bo Pemybnmuka Makenonuja. Toj e
HajcTap rpaacku rpd Bo MakemoHuja.
Haxko npBoTO 1M0jaByBamke Ha CHMOOJT
Ha Tpan Ckolmje MOTEKHYBa Of
1339 romunHa, rpOOT HA TPAgOT, BO
BHCTHHCKA XepaJInyKa CMHCIIA, Ke
ce TI0jaBH 10 qypH 6 Beka.

The Coat of Arms of Skopje, the
capital of Macedonia, is after the
State Arms, the most widely used
Coat of Arms in the Republic of
Macedonia. It is the oldest example
of city Arms in Macedonia. Althou-
¢h the first appearance of a heraldic
symbol representing Skopje dates
from 1339, the city’s Arms, in real
heraldic terms, will only make its
appearance 6 centuries later.

Proposal by world renowned heraldic
artist, Aleksandar Kurov, Germany,
2006. fig. 14

Mpeanor cnopepn cBEeTCKU NO3HAaTUOT
Xepanguyiku ymeTHUK, AnekcaHaap
Kypos, lepmaHuja, 2006 roguHa. cn. 14
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KIpRIdY » BMurIredoy

JoBaH JOHOBCKU

[pboT Ha 'pag Ckonje

I'p6ot Ha rmaBamoT rpax Ckomje, Mo
Ip>KaBHHUOT PO, € HajynoTpeOyBaHUOT rpod
Bo PenyOnuka Makenonuja. Toj co ronuHu
€ MpHUCYTEeH Ha aBTOOycHTE Ha JaBHOTO
cooOpakajHo mpernpujarue — Ckomje (Ci.
1). IlpucyTen e oypu M Ha KamauuTe 3a
BOJOBOJ M KaHanuzauuja (Ciu. 2). Maory
KOMITAaHWH M IPUBATHU (PUPMH 'O KOPHCTAT
KaKo CBOj, Y€CTO CO Pa3HU HHTEPBEHIIHU.
Enen on ronemMuot 6poj mpruMepH € JIOTOTO
Ha JoKkajHaTta (upma 3a u3paboTKa Ha
Mmeben — Bapnap Mebern, koemro ce cocton
oz rpoot Ha rpaj Ckorje co Be BMETHATH
OykBu, nuaunyjanure ,,B“ u ,M*“ (Ci. 3).

Uctopujata Ha oBOj rpd € MHOT'Y MajKy Mo3Hara. 3a
rpoot Ha Ckomje nunryBa Munom KoHcTaHTHHOB, KOj
ce OCBpHYyBa Ha 7 rpaacku rpooBu Bo ColMjaarcTHUKa
Penybnuka Makenonuja.! KOHCTaHTHHOB CIIOMEHYBa JieKa
rp6ot Ha rpanot Ckormje e npBnat ycBoeH Bo 1941 roauHa,
07l cTpaHa Ha Oyrapckara BIacT, 0e3 IpUToa Ja faie Apyru
nerand. Jpyr xoj ja uctpaxyBai uctopujara Ha rpooT Ha
rpax Crorje e Onra CreroBcka, BpaboTeHa BO rpajcKara
aAMUHHCTpanyja. Taa UCTpaKyBajku HHU3 JOCTAIHUTE
MOAATOLM BO COTCTBEHOCT Ha rpagoT CKorje, Kako U cOo
HHTEPBjyHpame Ha MOCTApUTE KOJIETH, 3aKIydyBa JeKa
I'pag Cxomje HeMa OATOIM 32 UCTOPHjaTa Ha CBOjOT Ipo. 2

Hajcrapa xepannuuyka mperctaBa 3a cuMOos Ha
rpagot Cxomje ce cpeTHyBa Ha MOPEIJIOBHA KapTa OJ
UTANWjaHCKUOT Kaprorpad Anrenuno ne ymuepro, on
1339 roguna.’ Ha oBaa kapTa Ha KOjalITO Ce MPUKaKaHU
JIaBHO MpucTanuinTa, CKoIlje € MPETCTaBeHO CO HATIHCOT
,»CKOTHM*, HaJ KOJIITO € MpeTcTaBeHa TBPAWHA, Hal
KOjallITo mak ce Bee 3HaMe. OMUCOT IUTO € AaJCH 3a OBO]
’OaHep’ mpeTcTaByBa LPBEH IBOTJAB »
open Ha xonrta ocHoBa (Ciu. 4). OBoj
cUMOOJI YeCTO ce MPUIHUIIYBa Kako rpod
Ha CpOuja, Oe3 KpUTHYKa OIcepBalyja,
ounejku rpbotr Ha CpOuja e cpebpen
JBOTJIaB OpeJ Ha LpPBEHa OCHOBA, LITO |
XEpaNJHIKH € coceMa monHakoB rpo. Camo
MoJIOBMHA BeK noponHa, Ckomje moTrnara
nog OToMaHCcKaTa UMIEpHja, BO YHjIITO |-
cocTaB ce Haora c¢ a0 1912 roauna,
TIEPHOJ] BO KOJIITO PEATHO HEMA MOKHOCT i
rpajioT Aa UMa U Jja KOPUCTH Ipo. ot

Io 3aBpuryBameTo Ha IIpBara cBeTCKa S
BojHa, Cxomje e gen ox KpanctBoTo
JyrocnaBwuja, BO YMjIITO COCTaB BIIETyBaaT
U TEPUTOPHUH LITO HEKOraml OWiie el Of
ABcTpoO-YHrapuja, co BUCOKOpa3BHEHA

SCs)

CKONJE

cn. 1 fig. Ambnemot Ha JaBHOTO
coobpakajHo npeTnpujaTue
,»Ckonje“/ Emblem of the Public
Transportation Company
“Skopje”

cn. 2 Fig. Op kanauuTe Ha WaxTm

3a BogoBopg, / Form the covers of

the manholes of the public water
supply system

Jovan Jonovski

Coat of Arms of the City
of Skopje

The Coat of Arms of Skopje, the
capital of Macedonia, is after the
State Arms, the most widely used
Coat of Arms in the Republic of
Macedonia. For years it has been
displayed on the busses of the Public
Transportation Company “Skopje”
(Fig. 1). It’s even displayed on the
covers of the manholes of the public
water supply and sewage system
(Fig. 2). Many companies and private
firms use it as their own, often with
some variations. One of the many
examples is that of the logo of a local furniture man-
ufacturing company, Vardar Mebel, consisting of the
Arms of Skopje with two letters inserted, “V” and
“M” (Fig. 3).

Regrettably, very little is known of the history of
the Arms of the City of Skopje. Milos Konstantinov is
one writer who, in his description the Coats of Arms
of seven cities in the Socialist Republic of Macedonia,
writes about Skopje’s Arms.! Konstantinov mentions
that the Arms of the City of Skopje were first adopt-
ed in 1941 by the Bulgarian government, but does
not provide any further details. Another who has
researched the history of the Arms of Skopje is Olga
Stefkovska, an employee of the City Administration.
Exploring all available data at the City’s disposal, as
well as through interviews with older colleagues, she
concluded that Skopje has no information about the
history of its Coat of Arms.?

The oldest heraldic representation of a symbol of

the Clty of SkopJe is found on a naval map, dated

=@ 1339, by Italian cartographer An-

' gelino de Dulcherto.* On this map
. showing main ports, Skopje is de-
© picted with a banner over a fort and
the inscription “Scopi” next to it. On
. the banner is a double-headed eagle
5| Gules (red) on a yellow background
(Fig. 4). This symbol is often cred-
ited as the Arms of Serbia, with no
critical observation, since the Arms
' of Serbia is a double-headed eagle
Argent (silver) on a background
, Gules (red), which is a quite differ-
~ ent heraldic Coat of Arms. Just half
a century later, Skopje came under
the influence of the Ottoman Empire
and remained under its control until
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MecHa xepanauka. Bo andymor na Kasa Xar — , I'pboBu
Jyrocnaruje”, uznanen Bo 3arped oxony 1932 romuna,
BO KOjmTO ce HaofaaT 256 rpOOBU Ha HacelieHH
MecTa Bo JyrociaBuja, cute ce TpOOBH O BpPEMETO Ha
aBCTpPOYHTapcKaTa MOHApXHja, KaKo U CTAPHOT U HOBHOT
rp6 na benrpaza. Bo oBoj andym nema rp0 Ha rpan Ckorje.

[IpB ox rpamoBute ,,iox yHaB®, koj mobua rpod
e cronuuarta — benrpan. Ha jaBen xoHKkypc 3a u30o0p
Ha HajaoOpo JIMKOBHO pELIeHHE Ha BeKe 3aJaJeHH
eleMeHTH, 100e/TyBa XepaIuKaTa KOMIIo3uIija Ha [ 'opre
AmnppejeBuk-Kyn. ['pOoT e co 6rma3oH: Ha cuHO-cpebpeHa
suJaHa TBpIMHA CO OTBOPEHA MOPTa Ha LpBEH Oper; Ha
OperoT aBe cpeOpeHH OpaHOBHIHU PEMEHH, a HAJl HUB
3nmatHa aHThuka raiamja.* Toj e ycBoen Ha 10 nexemBpH
1931 roamna.’

I'p6 Ha rpan Cxomje 3a mpBIIaT ce CPETHYBA IPETCTABEH
Ha KopuIlaTa Ha anOyM BO MpHUBaTHATa 30MpKa Ha KPajoT
Anexcannap Kaparopresuk, otkpuen aypu Bo 2007
roguna.® Tyka rpoot Ha Ckomje e mpuKa)kaH 3aelHO CO
rp6ot Ha KpancrBoro Jyrocmasuja, KOMIITO ce JaleHH
BO ’3JIaTOTUCK® HA JMHHUCKH LPTEX Ha rpOOT, BTUCHAT
Ha Kopulara Ha anoymot. M3renor Ha rpOoT € ciuueH
Ha JEHEUIHHOT, CO TOAa WITO Ha OBOj
rp0, MOCTOT € MpHKa)kaH co 4 CBOJOBH.
LITUTOT € IMaHCKU U UCTHOT € OKPYHET
co ,,JlymanoBara kpyna* (Cin. 5). Kpanor
Anexcangap 3aruHyBa BO aTEHTaT BO
Mapcej Ha 9 oxromBpH 1934, mro ro na-
Tupa rpoot Ha rpaj CKolje He OOIHA O
oBoj matym. Mmajku npensua nexa rpoot
Ha ['pan benrpan e yrBpieH Ha KpajoT Ha
1931 roguHa, Toa 'l MOCTaByBa MPAHULINTE
3a MoTeKkJI0To Ha TpooT Ha ['pax Cxomje BO
nepuonot 1932 — 1934 ronuna.

OBO0j MOJATOK ' 3a4yIU U [T03HABAYUTE
Ha MecHaTa XepalJuKa Ha MOpaHelIHa
JyrocnaBuja. Ce mocraBu npamiame Jaiu
TOj rp0 HaBHCTHHA OMJI BO ynoTpeda Uit 01 caMo J1elT 0f
KaHIleIapruckara xepanauka.” CaMo HEKOJIKY MECELH ITPe
00jaByBamETO HA OBaa CTaTHja, BHUIMAaHUETO IO MPHUBJIeYE
eqHa numuioMa of 1937 roguHa Ha MPOTHUBIOKAPHOTO
JpylTBO Ha Bapnapcka 6aHOBHHA, Ha KOJaIlTO € MPHKAKaH
rosieMuoT rp0 Ha rpag Ckomje — Ha WITUT Ha IPaguTe
Ha JBOIJIaB Opell, Mej3akHara koMmnosunyja Ha Ckomje:
Kamenunot Moct Ha pekara Bapaap, Bo mo3auHa njiaHuHH,
a oz JieBo — TBpauHara Kane, IITUTOT OKPYHET co ApeBHA
kpyHa (Cxa. 6). OBa ru pa3du COMHEXHTE 3a peanHaTta
ynotpeba Ha rpooT Ha ['pag Crormje. JIBOrIaBUOT opet ce
jaByBa Kako IITUTOApa4 U Ha rpooBuTe Ha KpancTBoro
JyrocnaBuja, a mogouHa u Ha baHoBuHa XpBarcka, Ha
KOjIITO ce jaByBa No3Harara ‘maxoBHuua ‘. Co ynorpedara
Ha JIBOIVIaBHOT opelnl Ha Tpbot Ha Ckormje, Toj J0OHMBa U
koHTUHYUTET 01 1339 ronuna.

3a Bpeme Ha Oyrapckara aIMUHUCTpaLHja, MHOTY Opry Ha

cn. 3 fig. AMbnemot Ha Bapaap
Me6en / The Emblam of Vardar
Mebel

1912, a period in which there was no real possibility
for the city to have borne Arms.

After the First World War, Skopje became part of
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, which now included
territories that were once part of Austria-Hungary,
with highly-developed local heraldry. An album
holding a collection of Kava Hague (a coffee brand)
cards, “Coats of Arms of Yugoslavia,” published in
Zagreb around 1932 contains 256 cards with the Coats
of Arms of cities in Yugoslavia, all the coats from the
time of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy as well as
the old and new Arms of Belgrade. This album does
not contain the Arms of Skopje.

The first city “below the Danube” to receive Arms
was the capital - Belgrade. The public competition for
the best artistic composition of prescribed elements
was won by George Andrejevik-Kun who submitted
a heraldic composition. The Arms are blazoned as
follows: Azure (blue), a fortress Argent (silver) with
open gates on a base Gules (red), with two wavy strips
or lines Argent in base, over them a Roman galley
Or (gold).* It was adopted on 10" December 1931.

The Coat of Arms of the City of
Skopje was only discovered on the
book covers of volumes in the pri-
vate collection of King Alexander
Karadjordjevic, as recently as 2007.°
Here, the Arms of Skopje are shown
together with the Arms of the King-
dom of Yugoslavia, which are given
in line drawing, embossed in gold on
the cover of the albums. The appe-
arance of the Arms is similar to that
of today, with the bridge on the Arms
having 4 arches. The shield is in the
Spanish style and it is crowned with
“the crown of Tsar Dushan” (Fig.
5). King Alexander was assassinated in Marseilles
on 9th October 1934, which means that the Arms of
Skopje were established prior to that date. Given that
the Arms of the city of Belgrade were established at
the end of 1931, it establishes that the Arms of the
City of Skopje must have come into being between
1932 and 1934.

This finding has surprised even the experts on local
heraldry of the former Yugoslavia. The question arose
whether it really was a case of Arms in use or just
part of cabinet heraldry.” Just a few months before the
publication of this article, one of the 1937 diplomas
of the Vardar Banovina fire fighting organisation
attracted attention. The diploma shows the large
Arms of Skopje - the shield being borne on the breast
of a double-headed eagle, bearing the landscape
composition of the Arms of Skopje: a stone bridge

Cenremspu 2013
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KIp[eIoH » eyurredoy

JTHEBEH PeJl c€ MOCTAaBUIIO MPAIIakhETO
3a yTBpAyBame Ipo 3a rpaa Cxomje.
Kwmerot Janko MycradoB ro 3amon-

on the river Vardar, with mountains
in the background, and on the dexter
(left), the Kale fortress. The shield is

KU OMIITHHCKAOT YMETHHUK Aa J0-
CTaBH JIMKOBHHM pElIeHHU]a 3a TPOOT Ha
rpax Cxonje. Ha cpenbara na 12 jynu
1941 roguHa, TOHECEHO € pPEIICHHE

crowned (Fig. 6). This dispelled the
doubts about the real use of the Arms
of Skopje. The double-headed eagle
appears as supporter of the arms of the

3a rp6 Ha Ckorje 1a ce yTBpAH Npea-
JIOTOT KOjIITO TH COApKU: ,,Kanero,
JlaBYe IITO APKU 3HAME, KUTEH KIlac,
wianuHata [llap u MocToT Hax pekara
Bapnap, kako u nesusara 'biectu
n bnaronencreyBa‘“.* OBaa omnyka
e mpocieneHa 10 MUHUCTEPCTBOTO
3a BHATPEUIHU PabOTH M HAPOIHO
3npasje Bo Coduja. Ha 6 okromBpu
1941 ronuua ce noOuBa m03BOJIA 3a
KOpHCTEH-E Ha IpOOT, CO Majia H3MeHa
—3HaMeTO IITO IO Pa3BUOPYBa JaBOT A2
He Ouze upBeHo, TyKy Aa Ouae Oyrapckara Tpooojka.’
JBaTa JOKyMEHTa CIIOMHYBAar ieka rpadMuKHOT MpUKa3
€ BO MPUJIOT, HO U JiBaTa HE ce 3auyBaHU BO (POHIOT Ha
apxuBoT Ha rpan Ckorje. Ce ymre He € O3HAT HEKaKOB
mpuKa3 Ha ynorpeba Ha Toj rpo. Taka, BO HEAOCTaTOK
Ha MCTOPUCKM NPHKa3, OCTaHyBa MPETIOCTABKaTa
Kako M3IVeaal rpooT, U Jja HampaBUMe O0H]I 32 HEroBa
pEKOHCTpYKIHja 32 eMOna3oHHupame BpP3 OCHOBA Ha
nanenuot 6nazoH (Co. 7).

Hajcrapara npercrasa Ha rpooT Ha noBoeHo Ckorje,
LITO ycIieaBMe Jia ja MPOHajAeMe, € pOOT O TYpUCTHYKA
Mana oa 50-TUTe roAMHU Ha ABA€CETTHOT BeK. Tyka
rp6ot Ha rpax Ckormje e co ciuennuotr Omazon: LITur
pacedyeH Ha CHHO W 3€JIeHO, Tope Ha LpBeH Oper —
cpebpeHa TBpAMHA, A0y — CpeOpeH MOCT co 5 cBoza
(Cn.8).10

Cranvna ipeTcTaBa HaoraMe U BO KHUTaTa ,,| pagoBuTe
Ha Jyrocnasuja“ ox 1965 romuna." Tyka, oBoj rp0 e
npercraBeH Bo Tepakora (Cit. 9). Cocema uct rp0, 0BOj
maT BO JMHUCKH LPTEXK, € MPETCTaBeH

Cn. 7 fig. Mp6oT Ha Ckonje oa
1941, o6u1Aa 3a peKOHCTpPYyKUMja,
JJ / Arms of Skopje, from 1941,

attempted reconstruction, JJ

Kingdom of Yugoslavia and later, as
supporter of the Arms of the Banovina
Province of Croatia, being the now
famous white and red checkerboard.
The double-headed eagle on the Arms
of Skopje, linking it to the first one
appeared in 1339.

During the Bulgarian administration,
the issue of formally establishing the
Arms of Skopje soon emerged. The
Mayor Janko Mustafov commissioned
the municipal artist to provide visual
depictions of an Arms of Skopje. At the meeting of 12
July 1941, a decision was made to adopt the following
proposal for the Arms of Skopje: “Kale Fortress, lion
flying a red flag, with wheat class, and the Sharr Moun-
tains, Bridge over the river Vardar; for a motto, ‘Blesti
and Blagodenstvuva’ (Shines and Lives Well)$. This
decision was forwarded to the Ministry of the Interior
and National Health in Sofia. On 6" October 1941
permission was granted for the use of the Arms, with a
small modification, the flag which the lion was flying
had to be the Bulgarian tricolor and not red as originally
proposed.’ Both documents mentioned that the graphic
representation was attached, but this was not preserved
in the Skopje's archives. It is not yet known if the Arms
were ever displayed. Due to the absence of historical
accounts, the assumption of what these Arms looked like
is based on a reconstruction of the given blazon. (Fig. 7)

The oldest representation of the Arms of postwar
Skopje that we managed to find, is from a depiction
thereof on a 1950’s tourist map. These

o1 Muomr Kupuk Bo Heropara KHHUra

Arms of Skopje have the following
blazon: A shield divided per fess Azure

iJd_l
2 44 LAt 31

(blue) and Vert (green), upon the shield

A 1L ALK

TLILT

a base Gules (red) a fortress Argent (sil-

»Xepanauka 1“ on 1988 ronuna, sialy
KaJle IITO TO MPUKAXKYBa UCTHOT OBOj IL:E:
eM0Ona3oH Bo nuHHCKH LpTex (Ci. LT
10).12 o o
I'pOot ce Haora u Ha aruIMKanujaTa RAAL

Ha torambHa C®PJ Bo 6ter' 3a
peructpupame Ha rpboT Ha Ckorje,
on 1967 roguuna (Cn.11). Tyka
IpeTcTaBara € IOMHAKBA, CO TpauuKu
JIM3ajH U CO TroJieMa CTHJIM3alluja.
ITuTOT € HMONYyKpPYXEH H TOj
3aBpIlyBa CO TPajioOpaH Ha TOPHUOT
nen co 3 xkynu. MoCTOT e mpUKaKkaH
CUJIHO CTWIHM3UpaH, nojeka Kamero e

——
= g

7 O\

cn. 1() Fig. (p6oT o Xepanguka
1 - Kupuk/ Arms from Ciric’s
Heraldika 1

ver), and in base a bridge Argent with 5
.o  arches (Fig. 9).°

A similar representation is found
in the book “Cities of Yugoslavia”
of 1965". The Arms shown here are
depicted on a terracotta shield (Figure
10 - terracotta). Quite similar Arms are
depicted in a book “Heraldry 17 (1988)
by Milos Ciric, in the form of a line
drawing (Fig. 10)™.
The Arms of Skopje, as registered and
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MIPETCTaBEHO, TIOBTOPHO CTHIM3UPAHO, HO OYHIIIETHO BO
(dhopma Ha nipeazeMjorpecHoro Ckorje, co peyJaHuOT
JIBOPEII.

Bo eaunmjara Ha MOMITEHCKH MapKu cO rpOOBUTE Ha
[JIaBHUTE T'pajioBu Ha Jyrocnasuja, oa 1969 roauna,
rp6ot Ha CKoIIje € MPEeTCTaBEeH CO KOMITO3HUIHja HAJIUK
Ha jgeHemrHara. Ha Hero Moxe ja ce 3a0eseKu 0ol
HUTEJHA [[PBEHA SBe3/la METOKpaKa HaJ| IITHTOT, KaKo
LITO € CJIy4aj M CO CUTE OCTaHaTH IPOOBU Ha IIABHUTE
rpagoBu Ha penyonukute Bo COPJ (Cn. 12). Osa ke
OCTaHE HajJoJIr0 yrnoTpeOyBaHa MpeTcTaBa Ha OBO]
rp0, CO TOA IITO, [0 0OCAMOCTOjyBamkeTO Ha PemyOirka
Makej0HHja ce KOPUCTH COCeMa MUHIMATHO U3MEHETa
npercrasa Ha rp0oT, 1 6e3 sBe3aara rnerokpaka (Ci. 13).

Bo TeKoT Ha peKOHCTPYHPAETO Ha cajlaTa 3a COCTaHOIM
Ha ['pag Ckomje Bo 2006 rogmHa, MakegoHCKOTO
Xepananiko 3apyxenue (MX3) Oelre KOHTAaKTHPAHO O
KaOMHETOT Ha rpagoHavamHuKkoT TpudyH KocTtoBckwy,
3a J]a MOHYAH JPYTo pelieHue 3a rpooT
Ha I'pax Cxomje. MX3 3amouna na
HCTPaXXyBa KOU €JIEMEHTH O Tpebaiio
Jla ce HajiaT Ha HOBHOT I'p0, U Kako Ja
janpoydyBa McTopHjaTa Ha TpOOT, HO HE
ycriea Jia OTKpHUEe HHIITO MTOKOHKPETHO,
MopaJii Beke HaBe/IeHaTa CUTYaIja BO
TEKCTOT.

Bo Tekot Ha pa3roBopute co KAOUHETOT
Ha rpajoHadanHukor Ha ['paa Ckorje,
Oellie cTaBeH YCIOBOT HOBOTO pEIlICHHE
3a rp0 Ja He M3HMCKyBa MPOMEHA Ha
cTaryToT Ha rpaaor. OBoj MpeaycioB
MOTEKHA O TIOJIUTUYKUATE UMILTHKAIIIH
1ITO OM TH IIPETM3BUKAIIO PEBUIUPAHETO
Ha CTaTyTOT Ha rpafoT. OBa MpakTHYHO
3Hauele JeKka HOBOTO pelieHne Tpeda
Jla ce JIBMKU BO PAMKHTE Ha OIHCOT Ha
rpOOT OJ] CTATYTOT, KaJIe IITO WICHOT 6 BEJIH:

I'poom na I'paoom Ckonje uma ¢opma na wimum,
HA KOjWmo 2opHama cmpana e noayiax cepmen
BHAMpe, 1eGUOM U OeCHUOM 20PeH A20l HA WMUMOm
20 npasam 06e KOCU JNUHUU, d00eKad OOJHUme
CMpanu ce HA0BOPEUHO 3a001eHU 1aAKOBU, UMO
3a6puLysaam co 6pe no CpeouHama Ha OOIHAMA OCKdA.
Bo npocmopom na wimumom ce coopacanu.: Kavenuom
Mocm co pexama Bapoap, mepounama Kane u
cuexcrume epeosu Ha Lllap Ilnanuna.'

Onwcot Ha rpOOT HajMHOTY BHIMaHHUE TIOCBETYBA [TPU
o0jacHyBame Ha (opmara Ha IITUTOT, a CJICMCHTUTE
camo ru HaOpojyBa, 6e3 HIUBHATa 00ja M 3a€MEH OJIHOC.
Co apyru 300poBH, 1M0OAPaHO € PELICHHE BO KOECIITO
Ha IITUT CO UCTHOT OOJHMK K& CE COAPMKH: MOCT, PeKa,
TBpJWHA WM IUIAHWHA MMOKPHUEHA CO CHET, 0e3 ApYyru
OZIPEITHUIIN.

Bo MX3 ce co3mamoa aBa mpucTana Kako PEIICHHE

S

Cn. 11 Fog. I'p6oT Ha Ckonje,
perucTtpauumja 6ter, 1967, Arms of
Skopje, registration in

used in the former Yugoslavia in 6ter' registration Arms
in 1967 (Fig. 11), are different and highly stylized. The
shield is heater shaped with the top edge being embattled.
The bridge, as well as Kale are represented in a highly
stylised manner, the latter obviously in the form of a
(pre-earthquake) Skopje feudal castle.

In the stamp editions of the Arms of the capitals of
the Republics of Yugoslavia from 1969, the Arms to
Skopje are shown with the same composition that they
have today. There was however, the addition of a red
five-pointed star above the shield, as is the case with
all the other Arms in this stamp edition (Fig. 12). This
is the representation of the Arms longest in existence.
Since the independence of the Republic of Macedonia,
minimal changes have been made to the Arms. The
five-pointed star has been removed. (Fig. 13).

During the reconstruction of the City Hall of the City
of Skopje in 2006, the Macedonian Heraldry Society
(MHS) was approached by the office
of the mayor, Trifun Kostovski, to offer
another solution for the Arms of the
City. The MHS began to study the histo-
ry of Arms and explore which elements
should be included in the composition,
but failed to shed any new light on the
matter.

During the talks with the mayor of
the City of Skopje, a new requirement
for the design of Arms emerged, which
was that nothing should be done which
would require a change in the City Char-
ter. This new requirement was stated
because of political implications that
the revision of the City Charter would
cause. In practice, this meant that the
new solution or design must conform
to the description of the Arms in the Statutes, where
Article 6 states:

“The Coat of Arms of the City of Skopje shall be of
the form of a shield, which is as follows: the top is an
inverted semi-arch, theleft and right top cornersupper
corner of the shield form two oblique lines, while the
lower sides are curved towards the outside, slope down-
wards andthat ends with a peak in the points meet at the
base The field of the shield contains: a Stone Bridge
with the Vardar River below, the Kale Fortress and the
snow-capped peaks of the Shar Mountain.*'*

In the description on the Arms, much attention is given
to explaining the shape of the shield, and the elements
are only listed, without giving their tincture (color) and
position in relation to one another. In other words, a
design solution is required in which the shield is of the
same shape and will include: bridge, river, fortress, a
mountain covered with snow, with no further additions.
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AKIpTeIdH » exurredoy

Ha 0BOj mpobneM. MucnemeTo Ha
Jed OJ YJIEHCTBOTO Oelre aeka,
mopajay Toa IITO OMUCOT Ha TpOOT e
Tej3akeH, PaAKTUYHO OJ] TAKOB OIHC
€ HEBO3MOJKHO Jla c€ HampaBu Jo0pa
XepaJIuuka KOMIIO3UIH]ja, TYKy Tpeba
camMo YMETHHYKO ,,pa3y0aByBame’ co
MOMOIIl Ha XepaJAnvKaTra yMETHOCT.
Pesgynrar Ha 0BOj mpucTan e npeyiorot
Ha CBETCKH TO3HATHOT XepajAuyKu
ymetHuk Anexcanaap Kypos (Ci.
10). Bo oBaa u Taka mpeHarpynaHa
KOMIIO3UIIMja HE Ce Hajle MecTo 3a
CHETOT Ha BPBOBUTE.

HApyruor npucran Oemre, na ce
W3Hajle XepalguuyKud KOPEKTHO
pemenue o OapaHUTE €JIEMEHTH.
[Ipunoxen Oeme mpeasoroT Ha
JoBaH JoHOBCKH, KOj KOpHCTH Oen
LIeBpOHEN, Kako Mpe3eHTanuja Ha
cHexxHute BpoBM Ha Illap IImanuHa.
Tepounara Kaje, Tyka e npeTcraBeHa
CO Mpe3eHTalyja Ha MopTara Ha OBaa TBPAMHA, ILTO €
MOXEPaJINYKH MIPUCTAIL, 38 Pa3jinKa Ol TYPUCTHIKHOT
npucran Ha nejzaxanor rpo (Ci. 11). o romemuor
Opoj oOuM 3a KOHTAKT IITO CliAyBaa CoO KAOMHETOT Ha
rpagoHayanHuKoT, MX3 octana 6€3 KOHKPETEH OATOBOP.

I'p6ot Ha rpanor Cromje ox kpajot Ha 2006 ronuna
KOPHCTH MPETCTaBa Co MOyOIaKeHN HUjaHCH Ha OOUTe
(Cn. 12). Bo tekot Ha 80-ronuinHara TpaauLuja, Kako
LITO € U3JIOKEHO BO OBOj TPYI, KOPUCTEHHU CE HEKOJIKY
BEP3UH O] KOUIITO TIIABHU MPETHO3HATINBU €IIEMEHTH
npex ce ce Kamenuot moct u TBpauHara Kane. Baksa
KOMIIO3MIMja Ha MOCT M TBPJMHA € YECTO MPHCYTHA,
HO 3aTo0a MakK MJIaHWHATa BO T03aJMHA JaBa MoroiemMa
Pa3NIUYHOCT HAa CaMHOT Ipo.

Ce HazeBaM JeKa oBaa cTaTHja ke Jajie MOTTHK 3a
coOuparme MoBeke ynoTpeOeH! KOMIIO3UIMU Ha TpOOT
Ha rpaz Crormje.

1 Munow KoHcTaHTuHOB, ,Ceaym rpaacku rpb6osu”, MakedoHcku Apxusucm,
Cojy3 Ha apyLuTBaTa Ha apxmBckuTe paboTHnum 1 apxusute Bo CP MakenoHuja,
6p. 1, 1972, Ckonje. (Milos Konstantinov, "Sedum gradski grbovi’, Makedonski
Arhivist, Sojuz na drustvata na arhivskite rabotnici | arhivi na SR Makedonija,
br. 1, 1972, Skopje)

2 Onra CtedkoBcka, Cemuornowka aHanusa Ha cumbonume Ha epad Ckorije,
cemMuHapcka pabota, MHCTUTYT 3a eTHonoruwja n aHTpononoruja, Ckonje, 2006.
(Olga Stefkovska, Semiloloska analiza na simbolite na grad Skopje, Seminarska
rabota, isntitut za etnologija | antropologija, Skopje 2006.)

3 “ano MCCCXXXVIIII mense Augusto Angelino Dulcert in civitate Maioricarum
composuit’(B.696), BNP.

4 OdmumjanHmnoT 6nasoH e MHOry NOOMLWNPEeH, 1 TOj BO AeTanu ja onuilysa
TBpauHara. /Official blazon in more details explains the fortress.

5 Mapko Opaxuh, ,Mctopuja rpba Beorpaga“, Oyuso, 6poj 8, YCI' ,Munow
O6wunuh*, beorpaa, Janyap 2009. (Marko Drazic, “Istorija grba Beograda”, Ocilo,
#8, USG” Milos Obilic, Beograd, Januar 2009.)

6 [Oparomup AuoBuk, MpeTtcegaten Ha CprickoTo Xxepanauyko 34pyXeHue u
Xeparj Ha KpanckvoT oM Ha Jyrocrnaeuja, nofoLiHa objaBeH Bo HeroBaTa KHura:
Xepanduka u Cpbu, 3aBop 3a n3gasame yLberuka, beorpag 2008./ Dragomir
Acovic, President of the Serbian Heraldry Society and herald of the royal House
of Yugoslavia, later published in Heraldika i Srbi, Zavod za izdavanje udzbenika,

Cn. 15 Fig. MNpeanor JoHoBcku/
Proposal Jonovski

Within the MHS, two approaches
to solving this problem emerged. One
approach by the members was that,
due to the requirement for landscape
or pictorial Arms, the description
made it virtually impossible to create
a good heraldic composition, and that
the best approach would be give the
Arms an artistic “make-over” using
the skill of an heraldic artist. The result
of this approach was the proposal by
world-renowned heraldic artist Alex-
ander Kurov (Fig. 14). In this crowded
composition, no place was found for
the snow-covered peaks.

The other approach was to find a
correct heraldic solution which would
include the required charges or ele-
ments. A design proposal for the Arms
was then put forward by Jovan Jonov-

ski, where a white chevronel is used to
represent the snowy peaks of the Sharr
Mountains. Furthermore, Kale fortress is represented by
a fortress gate, which is more heraldic than the “tourism
related approach” or landscape Arms (Fig. 15). Despite
many attempts to communicate with the Mayor’s office,
the MHS is still waiting for a response.

Since the latter part of 2006, the City of Skopje uses
a Coat of Arms with lighter shades of colors (Fig. 16).
As outlined in this paper, in the 80 year-old tradition of
using Arms for the City of Skopje, a few versions have
been used, the main or primary recognizable elements
being a Stone Bridge and Kale Fortress. Compositions
containing a bridge and fortress are relatively common,
but a mountain in the background gives greater distinc-
tion and uniqueness to the Arms.

I do hope this article will create further interest in
the collection of further representations of the Arms of
Skopje which were actually used.

Beograd 2008.

7 TepMuH LITO YeCTO O3HadvyBa Aeka rpboT e KpevpaH 1 BepojaTHO MpaBHO
3aBefieH, HO apMUrepoT MHOTY PETKO UMK HUKoraLl He ro kopucten./ Term often
used when is devised and registered, but the armiger is using it very rear or
not at all.

8 lMpotokon Ne8, Ckoncka onwTtuHcka ynpasa, Ckonie, 12 tonn 1941.(Protokol
No.6, Skopska opstinska uprava, Skopje, 12 juli 1941.)

9 Aupekuuns 3a agmuHnctpaums Ne13,055, Codums, 6 oktomepu 1941. (Direkcija
za adminsitracija No 13,055, Sofija, 6 oktomvri 1941,)

10 http://www.skopjeodspomeni.com.mk/fotosi/1/t65040_Sema3.jpg 30-05-
2012.

11 REVIEW, Villes de Yougoslavie, revue ilustreé yougoslave, Graficki zavod
Hrvatske, Zagreb, 1965.

12 Milos Ciri¢, Heraldika | - Grb: llustrovani osnovni pojmovi - Univerzitet umet-
nosti u Beogradu, Beograd, 1988.

13 CeeTckara opraHv3auyja 3a 3alltuTa Ha MHTEneKTyanHa ConcTBeHOCT, AeNnoT
KOja ce 3aHMMaBa Co 3aluTuTaTa Ha permoHanHu mapku. Bugw http://www.wipo.
int/article6ter/en/general_info.htm. / WIPO section dealing with protection of
regional marks.

14 CratyT Ha rpag Ckonje, bpoj 07-5203/2, 9 dpeBpyapm 2012 rogmHa, Ckonje.
(Statut na grad Skopje, Broj 07/5203/2, 9-02-2012, Skopje).
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