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AIICTPAKT

CratujaTa pa3pa0d0oTyBa KaKO KOHKPETHU
XPHUCTHjaHCKH ICHOMUHAILIUH CE TIPETCTaBe-
HU BO TpOOBUTE HA YHTapCKHUTE I'PaloBU H
cema. Mefy aHanM3WpaHUTE XepaTIUIKU
JIOCTHTHYBamha MMa MHOTY HPETCTaBU Ha
BUCTMHCKH I[PKOBHHM 3rpajgd (MM CTaH-
JApIU3UPaHH ), HO UCTO TaKa ce KOPHUCTAT U
JPYTH ariCTPaKTHU CHMOOJNH (MaKo CO Ma-
TepHjaTHu MPOTOTUIIOBH). Ha mpumep, en-
HOCTaBeH JIATHHCKU WU TBOCH KPCT (TIpeji-
MeTH OOWYHO TIPUITUIITYBAHN Ha PUMOKATOIHUIINTE),
WCTOYEH TPABOCIABEH KPCT (TJIAaBHO KOPUCTEH O]l
TPKOKATOJIMIINTE) M OKTarpaM TO3HAT KaKo ,,SBe3/a-
ta Ha KanBuu" miy ,,Butiaeemcka sBe3na“ (emaeH of
cuMbonute Ha YHrapckara peopMupaHa LPKBa).
Cenak, cuTe OBUC YKa)KyBamba HE CE CKCKITy3HBHHU;
camo JlyrepoBaTta po3a yHUKAaTHO TH UICHTU(HKY-
Ba JIyTepaHHUTe BO cute ciydan. OcoOeHO NHTEpECeH
ACIIEKT Ha HEKOH OJ1 TUCKYTUPAHHUTE aMOJIEMH € YIIO-

Q,
9&4
D

Tpebara Ha XUOPUIHU (TIPETIOJIOBSHH) aMOJIEMH, KO-
HHITO MPETCTaByBaaT ABC pPa3iMdHUA JCHOMUHAUU
OJIe/THAIL.

KiryuyHu 300poBHM: OIIIITHHCKA XEPATIUKA, pPe-
JIMTHO3HW CHMOOJIM, JIEHOMUHAIUCKA CHMOOJIH,
YHrapuja, pUMOKaTOINYKa, TPUYKOKATONMUIKA, JIy-
TepaHcKa, peopMupaHa, HCTOYHA ITPaBOCIIaBHA.
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ABSTRACT

The paper discusses how particular
Christian denominations are represented
in the coats of arms of Hungarian towns
and villages. Among the heraldic charges
analyzed there are many depictions of ac-
tual churches (or standardized ones), but
also other, more abstract symbols are in
use (although with material prototypes),
for example a simple Latin or two-barred
cross (items usually ascribed to Roman
Catholics), an Eastern Orthodox cross (used
mostly by Greek Catholics) and an octagram
known as the ,,Calvin star or the ,,Star of Beth-
lehem* (one of the symbols of the Hungarian
Reformed Church). However, all these assign-
ments are not exclusive; only the Luther rose
uniquely identifies Lutherans in all instances.
A particularly interesting aspect of some of the
emblems discussed is the use of hybrid (dimidi-
ated) charges representing two different denom-
inations at once.

3

Keywords: municipal heraldry, civic herald-
ry, religious symbols, denominational symbols,
Hungary, Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic, Lu-
theran, Reformed, Eastern Orthodox
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Ha mommcot 012011 (KSH 2014a,15),27,16% on
HaceJeHHETO Ha YHrapuja oJJ0WII0 Ja /1ajie OATOBOP
Ha TIpaIiameTo 3a Bepckara ompenenda, a 18,18%
OJ1 HACEJICHUETO CE€ M3jacHUIIE KaKO HEePEIUTHO3HH,
nonexa: puMokaronmuim (38,96%), pedopmupanu
MIPOTECTaHTH (OAHOCHO KaBUHUCTH, 11,61%), myTe-
pann (2,16%) u rproxaronumy (1,80%) ce mojaBuie
KaKO YeTHUpHUTE HajOpOojHN NeMHOMHHAIMHA. OcTaHa-
ture 1,94% oxn HaceneHueTo mpuIlaraie Ha JIpyru
BEPCKH I'PyNH, BKIyuyBajku ynurapujanuu (0,07%),
Espen (0,11%) u pa3nuuny HAIMOHAIHU jyPUCAUK-
uuu Ha [IpaBocnaBHara npksa (0,14%).

OBaa Bepcka pa3HOBHIHOCT € MPECIHKaHa U BO
HEKOM NPIMEPH Ha YHrapckaTa MECHa Xepasiu-
ka. 3083 ox 3155 ynrapcku cena (kOzség wam
nagykozség) u rpamosu (varos) (KSH 2016)
(97, 72%) wmaar rpOoBu. Hajcrapuot ynrap-
CKH TepHUTOpHjaJicH Ip0 MOTeKHYBa 0 13 Bek
(Bertényi 1983, 94), noneka mak TpaauIujaTa,
YHTapCKHTE cela Jia KOPHCTAT TMevyaT co HUBEH
cumOor, 3armounana Bo 14 Bek (Bertényi 1983,
100). 3akonoT KOjIITO OMIT MOHEceH Bo 1990 ro-
muaa (MK 1990,1637 — 1664) M naim MOXHOCT
Ha TejlaTa Ha JIOKaJTHaTa caMoytpasa (ypOaHu u
PYpaJiHM) 72 CO3/1aBaaT U J1a KOPUCTAT HUBHU CHUM-
6o (Onkormanyzati jelképek), a mpyr 3akon (MK
2011, 41084 — 41094), nonecen Bo 2011, ru oOBp3a
J1a ce KOHCYNTHpaaT 3a HOB Ip0 (MM MPOMEHH Ha I10-
cToeukuTe) co HalmoHamHUOT Xepananiky KOMUTET
(Nemzeti Cimer Bizottsag), mrro Ouit oCHOBaH 5 ro/u-
HU mojo1Ha, Bo 2016 (MK 2016, 6308).

Cure yHTrapcKd MECHH TPOOBH ce NMPUKaKaHW Ha
HWHTEpHEeT-CTpaHunara www.magyarcimerek.hu co
rpaduuKy MprKas ¥ TeKcTyaleH omnuc. Bo ronem 6poj
cllyyau, ,,0J1a30HUTE" Ce MPUIPYKEHU CO O00jacHy-
Barba KOMIITO I'M pa3riie/lyBaaT 3HaueHaTa Ha Ofpe-
JICHH €JIEMEHTH ¥ CIIMYHO. PelaTuBHO vecTo craHyBa
300p 3a 00jacHyBama IITO CE OJIHECYBAAT 32 BEPCKU-
OT COCTaB Ha OJpeNIcHOTO MecTo. [loHekoramn The
CE jaCHO aHAXpPOHH, HO I'M 3eMaMe NPEIBH TAKBHUTE
VHTEpIIpeTaIN ON/IejKH MPETIIOCTaByBaMe JeKa Taa
cuMOOJIMKa HUKOIall HE € 3a71a/IeHa eIHall 1 3a ce-
KOTaul M JIeKa HacJeAHUTEe TeHepalud MOXeE Jla TH
MIPOTOJIKYBAAaT HUBHUTE CUMOOJM HAa HAYMH KOJIITO €
3HaYaeH 3a HUB.

Bo ciydaj kora Hema crioMeHyBame Ha Koja OmiIo
BepcKa CUMOOJIMKa BO 00jaCHYBamETO, HO JIaJICHHOT
rp0 BKITydyBa CHMOOJIHM KOUIIITO BOOOMYAEHO Ce CMe-
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In the 2011 census (KSH 2014a,15), 27.16%
of the population of Hungary refused to answer
the question of religious affiliation, and 18.18%
declared themselves irreligious. Roman Catho-
lics (38.96%), Reformed Protestants (aka Cal-
vinists, 11.61%), Lutherans (2.16%), and Greek
Catholics (1.80%) were the four most numerous
religious groups. The remaining 1.94% of the
population belonged to other denominations, in-
cluding Unitarians (0.07%), Jews (0.11%), and
different national jurisdictions of the Eastern Or-
thodox Church (0.14%).

This religious diversity is reflected in some
examples of Hungarian territorial
heraldry. Out of 3,155 Hungarian
villages (kozség or nagykodzség),
towns, or cities (varos) 3,083
(97.72%) have a coat of arms
(KSH 2016). The oldest Hun-
garian civic arms come from the
13th century (Bertényi 1983, 94),
while the practice of Hungarian
villages using seals with their
own symbols started in the 14th
century (Bertényi 1983, 100). A law passed in
1990 (MK 1990, 1637-1664) entitled local gov-
ernment bodies (both urban and rural) to create
and use their symbols (6nkormanyzati jelképek),
and another law, passed in 2011 (MK 2011,
41084-41094), obliged them to consult on new
coats of arms (or alternations to existing ones)
with the National Heraldic Committee (Nemze-
ti Cimer Bizottsag), which was established only
five years later (MK 2016, 6308).

All Hungarian local coats of arms are shown
on the website www.magyarcimerek.hu as both
graphic files and verbal descriptions. In many
cases, the “blazons” are accompanied by expla-
nations discussing the meanings of particular
charges, etc. These explanations often refer to
the denominational composition of a particular
locality. Sometimes they are clearly anachronis-
tic, but I do take such over-interpretations into
consideration because I assume that symbolism
is never given once and for all and that succes-
sive generations may reinterpret their symbols in
a way that is meaningful to them.

In cases when there is no mention of any de-
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TaaT 32 BEPCKH, C€ OCBPHYBaMe KOH NPOICHYBAbC
Ha HUBHOTO MOKHO 3HAUCH-E CO MOMOII Ha CTaTHC-
THYKHTE TOJATOIX BO OJIHOC Ha BEPCKHUOT COCTAB Ha
naneHuoT rpan wim ceno (OGyK, n.d.) u undopma-
[IUUTE 32 CBETUTE O0jEKTH IITO CE M3IUTHATH TaMy
(Gydmr6-Molnar 1996 —2019).

CoOpannuTe MarepHjaidi Ce aHAIM3UPaHH BO
MorfiaBja INTO CE€ COBMaraaT co Bepcka Tpyma, a
TIOTJIaBjaTa ce MOJIeJIeHN Ha CEKIIMH, KOUIITO Ce TI0C-
BETCHH Ha OJpEJeHN CHMOOIH IITO C€ BOOOMYACHO
TIOBP3aHM CO OBHE JieHOMHMHaImu. Ha kpajot Ha ce-
KOja CEeKIlHja, UCTO Taka CIIOMEHyBaMe BOOOWYacHU
yrnoTpeOu Ha OBHUE CUMOOITH, OMJIEjKU BO TOJeM Opoj
Cllydad, Ha HUCTHOT CUMOOJ MOXKE J]a My ce 3ajaajatr
pa3IMYHK 3HaYeHa Ha pa3indHu rpOoBH. Bo kpajHo-
TO TIOTJIaBje OIMHIITyBaMe IPOOBHU Kafie ITO ¢JMHCTBE-
Harta JCHOMHHALICKa HH(OpMaIHja ITo € TOCTaITHa
€ 32 CUTE BEPCKHU TPYIH, IPUCYTHU BO JaJCHOTO Me-
CTO WJTH KaJIe €/ICH XEPAJIMUKH eJIeMEeHT (KpPCT, SBe3-
J1a, IPKBA, UTH.) € OIUILIaH JICKa ' IPETCTaByBa CHTE
(HabpoeHH) JICHOMUHAIIMY YHUTAPHU]aHIIM KOHMIITO CE
AKTUBH BO PETHOHOT.

I'm 3emMame TIpeBUJI CHTE PENICBAHTHH CHMOOJIH,
0e3 pasnyka Jajii THE ce IOCTABeHH BHATPE MJIN HaJl-
BOP OJf IITHTOT.

1. PAMOKATOJINYKA IIPKBA

Hajronemara Bepcka rpyna Kojamro € akTHBHA
BO YHrapuja e mpercraBeHa Ha HEKOJIKY CTOTHIIN
rpOOBH, HO TIOpPAIH TOJIEM OpOj MPUYUHU, TEIIKO €
HEIBOCMHUCIICHO J1a c€ IOCOYM HMBHHOT Opoj. Bo
rojeM Opoj cilydau, ,,KaTOIMYKHU eIeMEeHT (KpCT,
Ke3Jl0, MUTpa, OMCKYyIICKa Kara, UTH.), HE ja CHM-
Oonn3upa A0 TOJNKY JEHOMHUHAILMCKATa orpenenda
Ha HACEJIEHUETO Ha JaJIEHOTO MECTO KOJKY IITO TO
MPETCTaByBa MCTOPUCKHOT (PAaKT JIeKa TOa MECTO
OWII0 JIeJT OJ1 IIPKOBHUOT MOCE].

Jpyr npo0iieM € BO OJJHOC Ha 3a4ecTeHara Ipak-
THKa Jla Ce KOPUCTHU CIIMKa Ha CBeTell (WM HUBHH
CBOjCTBA) KaKO Xepalaumduku eneMeHTH. OBaa mpak-
THKa MOKE€ WHJMPEKTHO Jia mHanuImpa Ha Katommy-
Kara TpkBa (OWIEjKM HMCKAKYBAIHETO TIOYUT KOH
CBETIIM € BO OCHOBA HECBOjCTBEHO 3a [IpoTecranTtu-
T€), HO BO ToJieM Opoj ciIydan BpcKara IoMery efeH
CBETEI M I'PaJiOT WIN CEJIOTO, BUIINB Ha TPOOT WiH
nMmeTo, Oma ocHoBaHa mipen Pedopmanmjata u ne-
HOMHHAJIM3alMjaTa MTo npousieria. JlonoiaHuren-
HO, TOJIeM Opoj CBETIM C€ UCTO TaKa M UCTOPUCKH
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nominational symbolism in the explanation but
a coat of arms includes symbols that are usual-
ly considered denominational, when evaluating
their possible meaning I resort to the statistical
data concerning religious composition of a given
town or village (OGyK, n.d.) and to the infor-
mation about the sacral buildings erected there
(Gyomro-Molnar 1996-2019).

The collected material is analyzed in chapters
corresponding to particular denominations, and
the chapters are divided into sections devoted
to particular symbols that are usually associated
with these denominations. I also mention unusu-
al uses of particular symbols, for in many cases
the same symbol may have different meanings in
different coats of arms. In the last chapter, I de-
scribe the coats of arms where the only denomi-
national information provided concerns the mere
number of religious groups present in a given
locality, or where one charge (a cross, a star, a
church, etc.) is described as standing for all the
(enumerated) denominations active in the area.

I take into account all relevant symbols, re-
gardless of whether they are placed inside or out-
side the shield.

1. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

The largest religious group active in Hungary
is represented on several hundred coats of arms,
but due to many reasons it is hard to unequiv-
ocally specify their number. In many cases a
“Catholic” charge (a cross, a crosier, a mitre,
bishop’s hat, etc.) symbolizes not so much the
denominational affiliation of the inhabitants of a
given place, but rather the historical fact that the
place was part of a church estate.

Another issue concerns the very frequent
practice of using the images of saints (or their
attributes) as heraldic charges. This practice
may indirectly indicate the Catholic church (as
the veneration of saints is fundamentally for-
eign to Protestant practice), but in many cases
the connection between a given saint and a town
or village, visible in its coat of arms or name,
was established before the Reformation and the
resulting denominationalization. Furthermore,
many saints are also historical figures (e.g., Hun-
garian kings) and thus important to Hungarians
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JIMYHOCTH (Ha MpPHUMEp YHTApCKH KpaJieBH) U TakKa
THE ce BaKHH 32 YHrapiure 0e3 pa3inka Ha HUBHATa
BEpCKa ompenenoa.

Ha xpaj, mopa na ce 3armoMHe jaeka rojem 0poj
O]l XpPHUCTHjaHCKUTE CHUMOOJH INTO Ce HaoraaT Ha
aHAJM3MPaHUTE IPOOBU CE€ MOIYIAPHU YMETHUYKH
MOTHUBHU BO TOJIeM OpOj pa3lIWYHU IPKBH, Ta Taka
YEeCTO € HEBO3MOJKHO Jla C€ KaXKe Jajli THE IO CUM-
Oonn3npaaT XPUCTHjAaHCTBOTO KAaKO LEJMHA WIIH
camo PumokaronnukaTa IpKBa WM HEKOja Apyra
upksa. [loHekoram BakBaTa ABOCMUCICHOCT OJH U
Ha/IBOP O[] ICHOMHHAIICcKaTa chepa.

1.1. /IBoen kpcr, kettds kereszt

Ha npumep, nomynapHHOT MOTHB Ha ABOEH KPCT
(moBeke o 160 mpukazn) MOXKe /1a HE TO MPETCTaBY-
Ba CaMO XPHCTHjaHCTBOTO, TYKY M camara yHrapcka
eTHHYKa rpyna (Ha npumep bakomjako). [Ipuunnata
3a OBaa MHTEpIIpeTalrja € CeKako (PakToT, JeKa yITe
0] BPEMETO Ha BIIAJICCHETO Ha KpajoT bena
HI (1172 — 1196), oBoj cuMOOT OHIT TTIABHHOT
eneMeHT Ha rpOoT Ha YHrapuja. HeroBoto mo-
Tekno € ox Bmzantuja (Bertényi 1983, 67), HO
pacmipocTpareTro € BepyBamero (Laszlovsky
1989, 15) mexa T0j My OWJI mMafeH Ha KPajioT
Credan I (1001 — 1038) ox manara Cuisectep
II (Ivanfi 1869,16).

Bo Bepcku KOHTEKCT, 0BOj CMMOOII € TOBp3aH
U CO XPUCTHjaHCKUOT VCTOK M co XpucTHjaH-
ckroT 3aman. OBaa JABOCMHCICHOCT OWila KOpHUCTe-
Ha Mpu o0jacHyBamara 3a HEKOU Of] aHAIU3UpPAHHUTE
rpOOBH BO KOMIUTO JBOJHUOT KPCT TM CHMOOIM3Upa
JIBETE HACOKH Ha CPEJHOBEKOBHATA XPUCTHjaHM3aLHja
(Kumzom60p) mim, ocobeHo, IBeTe M PUMOKATONH-
30T U TpKokarommumsMoT (bepermypam u Brokoj).
Bo 14 ciyyan (BKIy4UTETHO M KOTa € Jies O[] IpHKa3
Ha I[PKBA), TOj TO CUMOOJIU3UPA TPKOKATOIUIM3MOT,
HO BO TMOBEKETO ciydau (Bo moBeke ox 60 ciydan, Ha
nip. [Tanxaza)(ci. 1), Toj To CHMOOIM3Upa PUMOKATOIH-
LM3MOT, €IHOCTABHO IOpaJd HEroBara HCTaKHATOCT
BO YHrapuja. HeBoobuuaeHo, Tpu rp0a mpHKaKyBaaT
JIBOCH KPCT KOJIIITO YKPacyBa IPKBH Ha JIPYTH JCHOMH-
HaIWu, OMHOCHO JiyTepaHcka (Kummropmar, Bamoia)
1 nipaBociaBHa (MeuHa).

1.2. Ipyru puMOKaTOJIUYKHA KPCTOBU U LPK-
BHU

EnnocraBen kpct € HajuecT cuMOON Ha
XPUCTHjaHCTBOTO, HO BO YHTrapHja HajyecTo ce
KOPHCTH 3a Jia TH NPETCTaByBa caMO KaTOJIMLHTE,
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regardless of their confession.

Last but not least, it must be remembered that
a lot of the Christian symbols found in the coats
of arms analyzed are popular art motifs in many
different churches, so it is often impossible to
tell if they symbolize Christianity as a whole,
or only Roman Catholicism or another church.
Sometimes this ambiguity even goes beyond the
denominational sphere.

1.1. Two-barred cross (“double cross”,
kettos kereszt)

For example, the popular motif of a two-
barred cross (more than 160 appearances) may
represent not only Christianity, but also Hun-
garian ethnicity (e.g., Bakonyjako). The reason
for the latter interpretation is, of course, that
ever since the rule of King Béla III (1172-96)
this symbol has been the main charge of the coat
of arms of Hungary. Its origins lie
in the Byzantine Empire (Bertényi
1983, 67), but it is widely believed
(Laszlovsky 1989, 15) that it was
given to Stephen I (1001-38) by
Pope Sylvester II (Ivanfi 1869, 16).

In the religious context, this
symbol is thus associated with both
the Christian East and West. This
ambiguity has been used in the ex-
planations of some of the coats of arms analyzed
in which the two-barred cross symbolizes the
two directions of the medieval Christianization
(Kiszombor) or, explicitly, both Roman and
Greek Catholics (Beregsurany and Vizsoly). In
14 cases (including when part of a depiction of
a church) it symbolizes only Greek Catholics,
but mostly (in more than 60 cases, e.g., Palha-
za) (fig.1) it stands for Roman Catholics, sim-
ply because of their predominance in Hungary.
Unusually, three coats of arms feature a double
cross adorning a church of another denomina-
tion, namely Lutheran (Kistormés, Vanyola) or
Eastern Orthodox (Medina).

1.2. Other Roman Catholic crosses and
churches

A simple cross is the most common sym-
bol of Christianity, but in Hungary it is usually
meant to represent only Catholics, as contrast-
ed with Calvinists, the second largest religious
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3a pa3nuKa O] KaJBHHUCTHUTE, BTOpara
HajrojieMa BepcKa rpyra, Koja € cuM00-
nusupana of see3aa (cf. 4.1.3.). Kpcrosu-
T€ HE CaMO IITO T YKPACyBaaT KyIOJINUTE
Ha IPKBUTE WJIM MPETCTaByBaar JIUTYp-
THCKH TIPEJIMETH, THE MOXE UCTO TaKa Jia
OMIaT CaMOCTOJHHM CITOMEHHITH, KaKO TOj
IITO € MOJUTHAT Ha OPJI0TO 32 BpeMe Ha

group, usully symbolized by a star
(cf. 4.1.3). Crosses do not only adorn
church spires or are liturgical objects,
but they may also be free-standing
monuments, like the one erected on a
hill during the Counter-Reformation
and shown in the coat of arms of Up-

pony.

KonTpapedopmanmjara u Kojimiro e mpu-
Ka)kaH Ha rpOOT Ha YPIO.

PumokaTonnuky IpKBU WM KamOaHa-
puu ce npukaxanu Ha ckopo 300 rpOa, u moBeke
o1 230 oz oBUE MPHUKA3U CE YKPACEHHU CO €THOCTA-
BeH natuHcku Kpet (np. Kummomberxas). Toj ucrto
Taka ¢ HajuecT BuA (okomy 150 mpukasu, Ha Tp.
[TeuneBeuep) (cn1.2) momery ciydanTe KajJie KpCTo-
BUTE CE CaMU MTpUKaxxaHu (0e3 KaKBU OHUJIIO MPHUKa3H
Ha 1pkBu). Kako u na e, uma ucto taka JApyru, mo-
coBpeMeHH (OpMHU Ha JIATUHCKH KPCT, KOHIITO CE
KOpHCTaT KaKO PUMOKATOJIMYKH CUMOOJTH, 0COOEHO
tposnucteH (oxoity 30 mpukasu, Ha np. Kajapmerr),
nmunjanect (Uepre), Tomuect (Kenebuja), ma gypu u
6ommkas (TammancenTkepect), KOJIITO € CIHYEH
CO KpCT co crpenu. Pacnernero ce KOpUCTH caMo
nBartaty (borocno, Kemenemnrxerec).

1.3. Ipyru puMoKaToJIN4YKU cuMO00J11

Bo wuzonupanu ciydau, pUMOKATOIHLUTE CE
MIPETCTaBEHH CO APYTH E€JIEMEHTH, Ha IIp. SBOHO
(Centnierepdenne), cpue (bukkapamormn), posa
(Dekeerepne), xoctuja co (Marap6oj) wim 6e3 my-
tup (UnojBene) wim main Kpet mro GopmMupa el 0O
map (Muke). Hajuyaen npumep Ha KapaKTEPUCTHKH
Ha KPCT MOJKe J1a ce IPOHAj/Ic BO 00jaCHYBambETO HA
rpOoT Ha bummm, kajge oBaa rpymna e nmpercraBeHa
O]l JIaB IITO ro 3a00jyBa CBOETO cpiie co calja —
OIMC TIPE3eMEH 0J1 TPOOT Ha 0J1aropoAHUYKOTO Ce-
mejcrro I'ynaj Tam, Koe ja (pHHAHCHPAITO TOKATHATA
PUMOKATOIMYKA [IPKBA.

2. TPROKATOJINYKA IIPKBA

Oxkouy 40 rpba coapskat eTeMEeHT ITO UCKITydHr-
BO ja cumOomm3upa [ prokaTonnyakara mpksa. Bo 10
npumepu (rip. Eadendy, Baja), Toa e m1BoeH KpCT, BO
11 mpuMepu — TPOEH KPCT, KaJie ITO TOJTHUOT KpaK
€ HaKOCeH, TaKaHapEeYeHHWOT ,,pyCKH KpcT (TIp.
Hebpere (cn.3), Kaw) unm ,,ipaBOCIaBHUOT KPCT™
(JankmajTHn), ¥ BO ceayM MPUMEPH — TPOCH KPCT,
KaJle MTO CHTe Kpamu ce mapanenHu (mp. Hbup-
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Roman Catholic churches or bel-
fries are depicted on nearly 300 coats
of arms, and more than 230 of these
depictions are adorned with a simple Latin cross
(e.g., Kisdombegyhaz). It is also the most com-
mon type (about 150 occurrences, e.g., Pécsde-
vecser) (Fig.2) among those cases where cross-
es are shown alone (without any depiction of a
church tower). However, there are also other,
more sophisticated forms of the Latin cross used
as Roman Catholic symbols, namely trefly (about
30 occurrences, e.g., Kajarpéc), fleury (Csertd),
pommy (Kelebia), or even barby (Taplanszent-
kereszt), which is similar to the arrow cross. The
crucifix is used only twice (Bogyoszlo, Kemene-
shogyész).

1.3. Other Roman Catholic symbols

In isolated cases, Roman Catholics are rep-
resented by other charges, e.g., a bell (Szentpé-
terfolde), a heart (Biikkaranyos), a rose (Feke-
teerdd), the Host with (Magyarboly) or without
the chalice (Ipolyvece), or a small cross forming
part of the globus cruciger (Inke). The strang-
est example of such an attribution may be found
in the explanation of the coat of arms of Biissii,
where this group is represented by a lion stab-
bing his throat with a sword—a depiction tak-
en from the coat of arms of the noble family of
Gyulai Gaal, who funded the local Roman Cath-
olic church.

2. GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH

About 40 coats of arms contain an eclement
symbolizing exclusively the Greek Catholic
Church. In 10 instances (e.g., Encsencs, Vaja)
it is a two-barred cross; in 11, a three-barred
cross with the lower crossbeam slanted, called
the “Russian cross” (orosz kereszt, e.g., Debréte
(Fig.3), Kany) or the “Orthodox cross” (orto-
dox kereszt, Jankmajtis); and in seven—a three-
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tamm, [lamxaza). Ocym rpba mpu-
KaXyBaaT TI'PKOKATOJIMYKW HPKBU CO
nBoeH (1ip. Kamomemjen) uiu tpoeH
(mp. ®unkexaza) kpct. Kaj rpdor Ha
XayacTtenek MMa WHAWPEKTHA WH]U-
Kallija Ha TPKOKATOJIMIU3aM — CIIHKa
Ha Cg. Jlagucnag, maTpoH Ha MecHaTa
IPKOKATOJINYKA TTapOXHja.

3. ITIPABOCJIABHA IIPKBA

[IpaBociaBHaTa IpKBa € MPETCTaBeHA Ha JIEBET
rp6a. Tpu on HMB UMaar MpUKa3 Ha CPIICKH IPK-
BU, NpuKaxaHu co obuueH (leck, YjceHTuBaH)
nnu aBoeH (Meanna) kpeT. Bo gononHuTtenHu tpu
MIPUMEPOKa, TPAaBOCIABHOTO HACEJICHUE OJ CPICKa
(JIurmo) wmm pomancka (Kererxasa, Illapkanke-
pecTyp) HAMOHAIHOCT € MPETCTAaBEeHO OJ1 JIATHH-
CKH TPOJIMCTEH KPCT, KAKO KOHTPACT Ha JIATHHCKH-
OT KPCT IITO 'O CUMOOJIM3UPa PUMOKATOIUIA3MOT.
Pycku mpaBociaBeH KpCT ce I0jaByBa JBaraTH
BO BakBa (pyHKIHMja: TOj T mpercraByBa CpOute
(XeprercanTo) wiv Kameinara Ha TojemMara BOjBOT-
ka Anekcanzapa [laBmoBHa Ha Pycmja (Mpem). Kaj
rpooT Ha Marap060Jb, TIPaBOCIABHOTO HACEIICHHUE €
MIPETCTAaBEHO OJT BU3AHTUCKH KPCT.

3.1. Ipyru ynorpedu Ha NpaBoCIaBHUTE Kp-
CTOBH

BaxxHo e na ce HamoMHe Jieka BO YHTapckara
XepalInKa, PyCKHOT TPaBOCIABEH KPCT IMOYECTO
Ce KOPHUCTH 3a J]a C€ MPETCTaBaT I'PKOKATOIHIINTE
OTKOJIKY TIPaBOCJIaBHUTE, JOJCKA MaK, TPOJIUCHUOT
KPCT ¥ KPCTOT CO €IHAaKBHU Kpalll BOOONYaeHO CHM-
Oonuzupa pumokaTonuiy (Ha oxony 20 rpba, mp.
Kenunkunuiax).

Hajkapakrepuctuyna ocoOuHa Ha pyCKHOT Ipa-
BOCJIaBeH KPCT € KOCHOT JI0JIeH Kpak. Bo ananuzu-
panute TpOOBH, UMa CKOPO €JIHaKBa AUCTPUOYIHja
noMery JIBeTe MOXXKHU OPUEHTAIMH HA OBOj EIIEMEHT
(0e3 pasnuka Ha Toa Jajid TOj] CE KOPUCTH 3a Jia TH
CUMOOJNHM3Hpa TPKOKATOIHIIUTE WM TIPABOCIIaBHU-
Te): ,,JOUHaTa* Bep3uja‘“‘ (mpeses, \) ce 1mojaByna ce-
JIYMITaTH U € HeUITO MaJIKy I0YecTa OTKOJIKY ,,He-
ToUHaTa Bepamja (IIpeBe3 Ha JIEBO, /), KOJjaIlIToO Ce
10jaByBa Ha IIecT rpoa.

4. PEOOPMHUPAHA ITPKBA

4.1. SBe3na
4.1.1. IlojaByBame Ha SBe3/1aTa
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barred cross with all its beams parallel
(e.g., Nyirtass, Palhaza). Eight coats of
arms show Greek Catholic churches with
two-barred (e.g., Kallésemjen) or three-
barred (e.g., Filkehéza) crosses. In the
coat of arms of Halasztelek, there is an in-
direct indication of Greek Catholicism—
an image of St Ladislaus, the patron saint
of the local Greek Catholic parish.

3. EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH

The Eastern Orthodox Church is represent-
ed on nine coats of arms. Three of them fea-
ture Serbian churches, shown with one-barred
(Deszk, Ujszentivan) or two-barred (Medina)
crosses. In further three instances, the Eastern
Orthodox population of Serbian (Lipp6) or Ro-
manian (Kétegyhaza, Sarkadkeresztur) ethnicity
is represented by a Latin cross trefly, contrasted
with a simple Latin cross symbolizing Roman
Catholics. A Russian Orthodox cross occurs
twice in this function: it represents Serbians
(Hercegszanto) or the burial chapel of the Grand
Duchess Alexandra Pavlovna of Russia (Urém).
In the coat of arms of Magyarboly, the Eastern
Orthodox population is represented by a Byzan-
tine cross.

3.1. Other uses of Eastern Orthodox cross-
es

It is worth noting that in Hungarian herald-
ry the Russian Orthodox cross is used to repre-
sent Greek Catholics more often than Orthodox
Christians, while the cross trefly and a cross with
equal arms usually indicate Roman Catholics
(the latter represents them on about 20 coats of
arms, e.g., Zselickislak).

The most characteristic feature of the Russian
Orthodox cross is the slanting lower beam. In
the coats of arms analyzed, there is an almost
equal distribution between the two possible ori-
entations of this element (regardless of wheth-
er it is used to represent Greek Catholicism or
Eastern Orthodoxy): the “correct” version (bend,
\) occurs seven times and is only slightly more
frequent than the “incorrect” one (bend sinister,
/), which appears on six coats of arms.

4. REFORMED CHURCH
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Hajuect cum6bon Ha Pedopmupanara npksa Bo
yHrapcKaTa Xepaljinka e sBe3jiata. Taa ce KOpUCTH
3a BakBara QyHknuja Ha okoiy 170 rpba (Ha He-
KoM, Ha TpuMep Artam, MmoBeke o efHam). Taa e
BOOOHMYACHO MPHKa)KaHa CO OCYM HMJCHTUYHU 3pa-
11, GOPMHUPAHU CO OCTPU ariil U € OPUCHTUpPaHA
Ha TAKOB HAYMH IITO HAJMKYBA JIeKa CTOM Ha €JIcH
on Hej3uHUTE 3pary (np. Tucauepmej). Ho npyru
BEP3UH CE UCTO TaKa MOXKHH, HA IP. SBE3JU CO MET
(np. Bbupnapacmwa), mecr (Menuna), cenym (Tu-
caurap), neset (MarapxoMopor) WiH OBeKe 3paIu
(Cabomubaka). Ha moseke oy 40 rpba, Taa e nerasb
OJ1 IPKOBHA KYIIOJIa, U BO MET CIy4yau € MpUKaKaHa
caMo co MaJika, KOjalTo BOOONYaeHO ce KOpUCTEna
3a Ja ce MPHULBPCTU sBe3fara Ha Kynara. [lopagu
HEJ3UHUOT OOJIHK, MOCIEIHUOT MOTHB ITOHEKOTall
ce HapekyBa 0o3zoran (buzdigan), oHOCHO ,,SBE3-
Ja eHuIa’ (BU Ha opyxKje).

4.1.2. Ipyru (BepcKH U CeKyJapHH) 3HAYEHA
Ha sBe3jaTa

SBe3na co mecT 3pamny MOXe Jja CHMOOTH3HUpa jy-
nman3aMm (Hamkop) wim katommmmzam (Cadann). Ses-
Jlata Moke Jia Oujie M HaJIZICHOMHHAIIMCKA CUMOOIT
(cf. 7.2.) mwm (TTOHEKOTAI TPUKaKaHa TIOBEKE TTATH)
BEPCKH CHMOOI IITO HE MPETCTaByBa HEKOja ofpe-
neHa Bepcka rpyna. Kaj rpoot Ha Jacmoxa, sBe3fara
CO MIECT 3palli IO MPETCTABYBa a3MCKOTO MOTEKIIO
Ha HApOJOT Jac U ce OfiHeCyBa HA HUBHOTO JPEBHO
OorociyskeHne Ha coHnero. JIpyr conapen cumood,
HO 0e3 Bepcka KOHOTAIH]a, € SBE3/1aTa CO OCYM Kpaka
mTo ce Haora Ha rpbot Ha Harfnomn. LlpHa sBe3na co
OCYyM Kpaka MOXe Ja cHUMOOJHM3HMpa CPEeIHOBEKOB-
Ha neuka (Comordajc), kage cpeOpeHNOT IBOjHHK
MOXe Jia ja cuMOOJIM3Kpa HEIPOMEHJIMBOCTA Ha Ha-
cenbara (ILlonT). SBe3auTe MCTO Taka MOXKe Jia To 03~
HauyBaat OpojoT Ha aenoBute of cenoto (KenebOuja)
WM €JHOCTaBHO, MOXKE J]a CIIy)KAaT KaKo JeKOpaTH-
BeH enemenT (1ip. [Topporcentkupaj).

4.1.3. SBe31aTa KaK0 KAJIBUHUCTHYKU CUMOO0]

@DaKTOT MTO yHTapCKUTE pePOpMHUPAHU I[PKBU
HEMaaT KPCTOBH MOJXE Jla Ce CMeTa KaKo HEeIITO
mrTo HeMa mapanena (Paladi-Kovacs 1988, 466),
OuIejK1 KaJIBUHUCTHUTE HAaceKaIe ro KOPUCTAT dec-
TO 0BOj cumbou (Oapem aenec). [IpnunHanTE 32 OBa
BO3JIP)KYBambE JISKAT BO CTPOraTta MHTEPIpeTaInja
Ha 3aMoBe/Ta, KOjamTo 3a0paHyBa WAOJH U BO
CTPOTHOT MEPUOJT Ha KOHTpapehopMHTe, KOra Mpo-
TECTaHTHUTE OWJIC TOHETH ¥ OWJIe MPUCUIICHH Ja CJTe-
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4.1. Star

4.1.1. Appearance of the star

The most common symbol of the Reformed
Church in Hungarian heraldry is the star. It is
used in this function on about 170 coats of arms
(on some more than once, e.g., Atany). It is usu-
ally shown with eight identical rays formed by
acute angles and is oriented in such a way that
it appears to be standing on one of its rays (e.g.,
Tiszacsermely). However, other variations are
also possible, e.g., stars with five (Nyirparasz-
nya), six (Medina), seven (Tiszaigar), nine (Ma-
gyarhomorog), or more (Szabolcsbaka) rays. On
more than 40 coats of arms, it forms a detail of a
church spire, and in about five cases it is shown
only with a rod, which was usually used to fix
the star to the tower. Because of its shape, the
latter motif'is sometimes called buzdigan, that is,
a morning star (a type of a weapon).

4.1.2. Other (religious and secular) mean-
ings of the star

A six-pointed star may symbolize Judaism
(Napkor) or Catholicism (Szabadi). A star may
also be a supradenominational symbol (cf. 7.2)
or (sometimes multiplied) a religious symbol
which does not identify any particular denom-
ination. In the coat of arms of Jaszddzsa, the
six-pointed star stands for the Asiatic origin of
Jasz people and refers to their ancient sun wor-
ship. Another solar symbol, but without religious
connotations, is the eight-pointed star in the coat
of arms of Nagyloc. A black eight-pointed star
may symbolize a medieval furnace (Somogy-
fajsz), whereas its silver counterpart may stand
for the permanence of settlement (Solt). Stars
may also indicate the number of parts of a vil-
lage (e.g., Kelebia), or they may just serve as
decorative elements (e.g., Porrogszentkiraly).

4.1.3. Star as a Calvinist symbol

The fact that Hungarian Reformed church-
es lack crosses may be perceived as something
unparalleled (Paladi-Kovacs 1988, 466), for
Calvinists elsewhere do use this symbol com-
monly (at least nowadays). The reasons for this
Hungarian reluctance lies both in the restrictive
interpretation of the commandment prohibiting
idolatry and in the harsh period of the Count-
er-Reformation, when Protestants were perse-
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JIaT KaTOJIMYKHU MPAKTUKH, KAKO IITO € OaKHYBambe
Ha pacueruero (Hegedls 2012).

Hexou on ynrapckure pedopMUpaHU IPKBU
HEMaaT HEKOW OJIpeJICHH BEPCKU CHUMOOIH, HO BO
MTOBEKETO CIydad, OBa PEIICHHE Ce TOKaKaIo KaKko
HeepukacHo. Taka mocTemeHo, sBe3aTa cTaHala
OCHOBEH CHUMOOJI 3a J]a ce JEKOpHpaaT KyJIuTe Ha
pedopmupanute 1pkBu (Takacs 2009). Teomomku
TJIeJ]aHo, OBOj peOpMHUpaH €KBUBAJICHT HA ,,KATO-
JIUIKUOT KPCT € UCTO TaKa XPUCTHjaHCKU CUMOOIT:
Taa rmocovysa koH Mcyc kako Burieemckara sBes-
na. Hexon o ncnuranurte ,,001a30HU TO KOPUCTAT
OBOj TIOUM KaKO UM€ 32 CUMOOJIOT, I0JIeKa IPYTH TO
HapeKyBaar ,,[(POTECTaHTCKa SBe3/1a’ WM ,,KaJIBH-
HUCTUYKA SBE31a.

4.2. I'poot Ha 7Kan Kaasun

[Moumor ,,See3nata Ha KanBuH“ e HajuecTOTO
HMe IITO Ce KOPHCTH 3a SBE3Jara CO OCYM Kpaka.
busa HajBepojaTHO cO3/a/ieHa BP3 UCTUOT IIPUHIIUIL
KaKo " ,,sBe3naTa Ha JlyTep*, HO oBa UMe MOKeOH
HE € COOJIBETHO, OMICjKM HeMa moka3 neka JKan
KanBun Hexoram ro kopucren oBoj cum6boi. Hero-
BHOT JIMUEH TIeYat OWII pa3jinieH; TOj COJIPIKEIT paKa
mTo ApKu cpite. OBOj MOTHB € pEJIaTUBHO PEIOK BO
[IPKOBHATA XEpaJNKa, HO KaKO U J1a €, TOj € prKa-
JKaH BO JOJHOTO ToJie Ha rpOOT Ha YHrapckara pe-
(hopmupana npxBa Bo Xpsarcka (Dudzinski 2007,
356) u Ha rpOoOT Ha bemene — ceno mTo € BO OJu-
3WHA Ha XpBaTCKaTa I'paHulla, KaJie MTO eIUHCTBE-
HaTa 1pkBa ¢ Peopmupanara.

4.3. Ileten

Tpu rpba mmaar mpuka3 Ha Pedop-
MHUpaHa SBe3/ia, MPUAPYKEHA O] MOBEKe
(Amormrar) wiu noMaiky (JaHkmajTwuin,
Cabomubaka) crwimsupan neren. Jlo-
MOJIHUTENIHU JiBa rpba (Abayjkep(ci. 4),
Boamep) ja mpukaxyBaaT nruiara Kako
eJIMHCTBEHA JieKopalldja Ha Kynata. [p-
60T Ha Xapka € MCKIIY4OK, Oujejku me-
TEJIOT (3a€THO CO KPCTOT) € MPE3eMEH O]
KyJiaTa Ha MeCHaTa JIyTepaHCKa IPKBa.

4.4. IlyTup

Ha nosexke oz 20 rp6a, Pedhopmupana-
Ta IPKBa € TpeTcTaBeHa co mytup. OBoj
caJi ce KOPUCTH BO CHTE XPUCTHjaHCKH
LI[PKBU, HO Kako CUMOOII CO KOjIITO ce uaeHTH(]H-
KyBa OJlpe/ieHa JIEHOMHUHAIMja. 3a TIPBMIAT C€ KO-
pucten ox XyCUTHTE, KO TIOBUKYBAJIE Ha CITY)KEHE
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cuted and forced to observe Catholic practices
such as the kissing of a crucifix (Hegedis 2012).

Some of the Hungarian Reformed church-
es do not have any particular denominational
symbol, but in most cases this solution proved
inefficient. Eventually the star became the de-
fault symbol to decorate the towers of Reformed
churches (Takacs 2009). Theologically speak-
ing, this Reformed equivalent of the “Catholic”
cross is likewise a Christological symbol: it
points to Jesus like the Star of Bethlehem. N.B.
some of the examined “blazons” use this term
as the name of this symbol (betlehemi csillag),
while others call it “Protestant star” (protestans
csillag), “Reformed star” (reformatus csillag), or
“Calvin star”.

4.2. John Calvin’s coat of arms

The term “Calvin star” (Kalvin-csillag), the
most common name applied to the eight-pointed
star, was probably coined on the same princi-
ple as the “Luther rose” (Luther-rdzsa), but this
name may be misleading as there is no evidence
that John Calvin ever used this symbol. His per-
sonal seal was different: it featured a hand hold-
ing a heart. This motif is relatively rare in eccle-
siastical heraldry, but it is nevertheless shown in
the lower field of the coat of arms of the Hun-
garian Reformed Christian Church in Croatia,
(Dudzinski 2007, 356) and in the coat of arms
of Besence—a village near the Croatian border
where the only church is a Reformed
one.

4.3. Rooster

Three coats of arms feature a Re-
formed star accompanied by a more
(Apostag) or less (Jankmajtis, Sza-
bolcsbaka) stylized rooster; two other
coats of arms (Abaujkér (Fig.4), Bod-
mér) show the bird as the only deco-
ration of the tower. The coat of arms
of Harka is an exception, as its rooster
(together with a cross) is taken from
the tower of the local Lutheran church.

4.4. Chalice

On more than 20 coats of arms, the
Reformed church is represented by a chalice.
This vessel is used in all Christian churches, but
as a symbol identifying a particular denomina-
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MPUYECT CO JBaTa eJIeMEeHTa Ha MHupja-
HUTE — TPAKTHKa KOjallTO JICHEC € BO
CUTE TIPOTECTaHTCKH LpKBH. [lyTHp €
YeCcTO EJUHCTBEHHOT MpeaMeT (OCBEeH
bubnujata) mTo ce KOPUCTH BO €THOC-
TaBHUTE JUTYpruu Ha Pedopmupana-
Ta IpPKBa, I1a Taka, HEToBaTa yrmorpeda
KaKo CUMOOJ CO KOJIITO c€ MACHTU(H-
KyBa OBaa rpaHKa Ha MPOTECTaHTCTBOTO
€ pa3OupiuBa.

[lytupor Kako 3HaK Ha 3aBET BO
XpucroBata kpB (JIyka, 22:20) moxe na ce BUAA
KaKo CHHOHUM Ha KpcToT. /IBara cum0Oosia moctojat
3aeHO Ha HEKOJIKY rp0a (mp. MmTBanan), kajae mro
THE TW NMPETCTaByBaaT KaJBUHUCTUTE U KaTOJIUIH-
te. 'pobor Ha Komy (cn. 5) e wHTEpeceH npumep
Ounejku CUMOOJIUTE IITO Ce MPHUKAKAHU TyKa Ce
00jeKTH HAJIMK Ha CIIOMEHHUK, TIOCTAaBESHH Ha 3eJICHA
OCHOBa — COCEM TPHUPOJICH KOHTEKCT Ha KPCTOT, HO
HE 3a MyTHUPOT (MaKo BaXKHO € J1a ce HarloMeHe JieKa
IyTUPOT € €JICH OJ CUMOOJHTE IITO Ce yHoTpeOy-
BaaT O] YHTapCKUTE MPOTECTAHTH 3a Oeekeme Ha
HuBHHUTE HaarpoOHu mioun) (Paladi-Kovacs 1988,
466).

Hako camuoT myTHp cHMOOTU3Upa MPOTECTAHTH
(BOOOMYAEHO KAJIBUHUCTH W TOPETKO, JIyTepaHH),
MyTHP W XOCTHja TPETCTaByBaaT PHUMOKATOIHIIN
(xako mTo e rpoot Ha Marap6oj). Tpu rpoa (byua,
Pamommanbepery u EpMemKkyT) ro mpukaKyBaat
KOMOMHHUPAHHOT MOTHUB O] ITyTHP, KPCT U KPYT IITO
HIMKyBa Ha xocTHja. OBHE KOMOMHAIMM IIPET-
CTaByBaaT MHpHA KOET3UCTCHLHUja HA KaTOJUIH CO
KaJBUHUCTH (MJIM BO MOCJIEIHHUOT CIIy4aj, CO JIyTe-
paHn), nako o0jacHyBameTO HE ja OCHOBA TOYHATA
KOpECIOH/ICHIIMja Mel'y OBHE TpU cuMOoJia U JABETe
JICHOMHHAIIHH.

4.5. I'p6 na Pedopmupanara upksa Bo YH-
rapuja

I'pbot Ha Pedopmupanara npkea Bo YHrapuja
oun ycsoeH Bo 1933 romuna (Millisits 2013) u e
cKopo ucT co rpbot Ha Jlebperen (ci. 6) (GOmbos
1993, 157), xojmto motekHyBa ox 17 Bek. [Ipuun-
HaTa 3a OBaa CIIMYHOCT € J0OpO OCHOBaHA: TPajioT,
[O3HAT Kako ,,yHrapcka JKenea® wiM ,,KaJBUHHC-
THaKku Pum*, 0w ieHTap Ha yHrapckarta pedopma-
nuja.

I'maBHMOT amOniem Ha nBaTa rpda e JarHero ['oc-
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tion it was used for the first time by the
Hussites, who called for serving Com-
munion under both kinds to the laity—a
practice now ubiquitous in all Protes-
tant churches. The chalice is also often
the only object (apart from the Bible)
used in the simple liturgy of the Re-
formed church, so its use as the symbol
identifying this branch of Protestantism
is understandable.

A chalice as a sign of the covenant in
Christ’s blood (Luke 22:20) may be seen as syn-
onymous to the cross. The symbols coexist on
several coats of arms (e.g., Istvandi) where they
represent Calvinists and Catholics respectively.
The coat of arms of Kosd (Fig.5) is an inter-
esting example because the symbols are shown
here as monument-like objects placed on a green
ground—a context quite natural to a cross, but
not so for a chalice (although it is worth noting
that chalice is one of the symbols employed by
Hungarian Protestants to mark their gravestones)
(Paladi-Kovacs 1988, 466).

Although a lone chalice symbolizes Protes-
tants (usually Calvinists and, more rarely, Lu-
therans), a chalice with the addition of Com-
munion bread stands for Roman Catholics (as
in the coat of arms of Magyarboly). Three
coats of arms (Bucsa, Rasonysapberencs, and
Orménykt) show the combined motif of chal-
ice, cross, and a circle resembling the Host. This
combination represents a peaceful coexistence
of Catholics with Calvinists (or, in the last case,
with Lutherans), although the explanation does
not establish an exact correspondence between
those three symbols and the two denominations.

4.5. Coat of arms of the Reformed Church
in Hungary

The coat of arms of the Reformed Church in
Hungary was adopted in 1933 (Millisits 2013),
and it is almost identical to the coat of arms of
Debrecen (Fig. 6) (Gombos 1993, 157), which
dates to the 17th century. The reason for this con-
vergence is well founded: the city, known as “the
Geneva of Hungary” or “the Calvinist Rome”, has
been the center of the Hungarian Reformation.

The main charge in both coats of arms is the
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MOJIOBO LITO CTOW MpEJ NaJIMHHO IPBO,
rasu Ha aBe oTBopenu kuuru (Crtap 3a-
BeT 1 HoB 3aBeT) u ApKuU KPCT CO 3HAME,
KOEIITO € MPHUIBPCTEHO 32 HEro. 3HAMETO
KOEMITO nMa 0el KPCT Ha IpBEHA M03a/I1-
Ha, CIIOpe]] OTMHCOT IITO € JOCTarlleH Ha
cIyxOeHaTa cTpaHWIa Ha IpkBata (Az
MRE, n.d.), ce umenyBa kako Bropa xein-
BeTCKa KOH(ecHja — JOKYMEHT KOjIITO
r'0 HCKa)XyBa BEPYBAKETO HA rojieM Opoj
pedopMupaHu IPKBH, ME'y KOWINTO U Y Hrapckara
pedopmupana npksa. [IpuunHaTa 3a TakBata WH-
TepIpeTanyja € HaBUAyM CIMYHA TIOMely OBa 3Ha-
M€ H IIBajapCKOTO 3HaME.

Jpyr BakeH €JIEeMEHT € YelieHKa, COCTaBeHa O
(heHmKC mTO riiea KOH COHIIETO M HOCH MTOOeAHNY-
ku JIoBopoB BeHenl Ha Bpator (Hoppal 1994, 71).
OBaa MHUTCKa NTHIIA € aleropuja Ha BOCKPECHY-
BameTO Ha Mcyc, HO MCTO Taka MOXKeE J1a ce OCBPHE
KOH MHHAaTaTa JTUCKpUMHHAIM]a Ha KAJIBUHUCTUTE
u HuBHaTa uctpajuoct (Dudzinski 2007, 355).

4.5.1. Jarne I'ocrioioBo

Jarnero I'ocriogoBO € MPUCYTHO BO YMETHOC-
Ta HAa MHOTY Pa3IUYHH XPHUCTHjaHCKH IPKBU (CO
WCKITy4OK Ha TpaBOCIIaBHATa, Kaje IITO 300MOp-
(HuTe TpercraByBama Ha lcyc ce 3a0paHeTH)
¥ MOXe J1a ce Hajae Ha okoxy 40 rpda Ha yHTap-
CKUTE TPAJIOBH W Cella, KaJie TO CHMOONIU3upa Ha
npumep JoBan Kpcrturen mnm ommTo XpUCTHjaH-
ctBoto. Ha oxomy 10 rp6a (mip. Fbupbarop), Toa e
OIMHUINaHO Kako cuMOoi Ha Pepopmupanara 1pksa.
Bapem ennam (Bo ciyuyajot co Harpossar), Toa ja
WCIIOJIHYBA JIBOjHATA YJIOra Ha NPETCTaBYBaWmE U
Ha Pedopmupanara npkBa (mOoToYHO (PaKTOT AeKa
MeCHaTa KaJlBUHHCTHYKA KOHTperaluja umMa cBoja
napoxuja) ¥ TPaJUIHOHAITHOTO OBYAPCTBO.

4.5.2. ®eHnkc

Murtckara ntuna (EeHHKC € HEIBOCMHCICHO
KJIBHHUCTHYKH CUMOOJ Bo Oapem Tpu rpda (ba-
pamaxuaser, Yamocpo, Kataada). Kaj rpbor Ha
Hebpenien (ci. 6), Toj ja cuMOOIM3Npa MOMKHOC-
Ta Ja ce pereHepupa, a kaj Harmamm — conueBara
eHepTrHja.

4.6. Ileruxkan

[lenmkan mTo ce paHyBa cebecu Ha TpaanTe 3a
Jla TW HaXpaHHW CBOUTE MMUJINEHA € TMOIMyIapeH MO-
TUB BO YHTapcKaTa XepaJauka (IIPUCYTeH Kaj Mo-
Beke o1 30 rpba). Mcto xako Jaraero ['ocnionoso,

MAKEJIOHCKI XEPAJI]] 12

34

Lamb of God standing in front of a
palm tree, standing on two open books
(the Old and the New Testament) and
holding a cross with a flag affixed.
The flag comprises a white cross on
red background, which, according to
the description available on the offi-
cial website of the church (Az MRE,
n.d.), refers to the 2nd Helvetic Con-
fession—a document expressing the
belief of many Reformed churches, including
the Hungarian Reformed Church. The reason
for such a reinterpretation is apparently the simi-
larity between this flag and the Swiss flag.

Another important element is the crest, con-
sisting of a phoenix looking at the Sun and wear-
ing a victorious laurel wreath on its neck (Hop-
pal 1994, 71). This mythical bird is an allegory
of the resurrected Christ, but it may also evoke
past discrimination against Calvinists as well as
their perseverance (Dudzinski 2007, 355).

4.5.1. Lamb of God

The Lamb of God motif is present in the art of
many different Christian churches (with the excep-
tion of the Eastern Orthodox Church, in which zoo-
morphic representations of Christ are prohibited),
and it may be found in about 40 coats of arms of
Hungarian towns or villages, where it symbolizes,
e.g., John the Baptist or Christianity in general. In
about 10 coats of arms (e.g., Nyirbator), it is nev-
ertheless described as a symbol of the Reformed
Church. At least once (in the case of Nagyroz-
vagy), it fulfills the double role of representing both
the Reformed Church (more precisely the fact that
the local Calvinist congregation has its own parish)
and the traditional activity of sheep farming.

4.5.2. Phoenix

The mythical phoenix bird is an unequivocal-
ly Calvinist symbol in at least three coats of arms
(Baranyahidvég, Csanyoszro, Katadfa). In the
coat of arms of Debrecen (Fig. 6), it symbolizes
the ability to regenerate and in that of Nagypa-
li—the solar energy.

4.6. Pelican

A pelican wounding its breast to feed its
chicks is a popular motif in Hungarian heraldry
(present on more than 30 coats of arms). Just
like the Lamb of God, it is a Christological sym-
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TOj € XPUCTOJIOIIKH CUMOOII, TO3HAT BO YMETHOCTA
Kaj pa3JInyHu [[PKBH, HO OCOOCHO € TIOMyJIapeH Kaj
pedopMupaHuTe HPKBU, KaJie ITO HEroBaTa ClIMKa
€ 4ecTo cMecTeHa HaJl mponosenanauiaTta (Hoppal
1994, 177). Toj ro cumOonmmM3upa KaTBUHACTUIKOTO
Hacesnenue Ha okoy 10 rp6a (ip. Jlamade, Mapda).

4.7. Ipyru KaJIBUHUCTHYKHA CUMOO/IH

KanBuHucTuTe ce UCTO Taka IMOHEKOIaml MpeT-
CTaBEHH O] IPYId aJ XOK CHMOOJIN, KaKo IITO Ce
nBe puom (Marap6oj) wim dama (Maraperpern).
I'pboBuTe Ha npyru nBe cena ce 6a3upaHu BP3 CUM-
0onnTe Ha TEpUTOpPHjATHUTE eauHHUI Ha Pedop-
MHUpaHaTa [pPKBa: COHLETO Ha rpOoT Ha Tucaramn
MOTEKHYBa O] IeYaTOT Ha MEcHaTa KOHIperaiuja,
a ¢popmara Ha WTHTOT Ha TpOOT Ha Buxkoj, ciopex
OIMCOT € MHCUMUpHpPaH o1 (opmara Ha rpOOBUTE
Ha peOpMUPaHUTE TAPOXHUH U CTIAPXHU.

4.8. Pepopmupanu npkBu

Cunyerute Ha pedopMHpaHHTE LPKBH (HIIH
kamOaHapuu) ce npukaxanu Ha okoxny 100 rpoa.
Kako mTo e Beke mamomenato (4.1.1.), oxomy 40
O]l HUB Ce€ CO SBe3la Ha BpBoT (Ha mp. Kewmem),
HO 3Ha4yacH Opoj HeMaaT HUKAKoB cuMmboi. [pyru
OIMM BKJIyYyBaaT €IHOCTaBHM TOINKH, 3HAMHHA
nmu e, Tlet rp6a (Iam, bormanan, Kummanan,
Typpude u Coprajamaroin) ce 3Ha4ajHU OWICjKU
THE NPHUKAKyBaaT JIOKAIHU peOPMHUPAHU LPKBU
(4njamro IeHOMHHAITMCKA TIPUTIAIHOCT € jJaCHO Ha-

bol known in the art of different churches, but it
is especially popular in Reformed churches, where
its image is often placed over the pulpit (Hoppal
1994, 177). It symbolizes the Calvinist population
on about 10 coats of arms (e.g., Lapafo, Marfa).

4.7. Other Calvinist symbols

Calvinists are also occasionally represented
by other ad hoc symbols, such as two fish (Ma-
gyarboly) or a cup (Magyaregres). Coats of arms
of two other villages are based on the symbols of
territorial units of the Reformed Church: the Sun
in the coat of arms of Tiszasas comes from the
seal of a local congregation, and the shape of the
shield of the coat of arms of Vizsoly is, accord-
ing to the description, inspired by the shape of the
coats of arms of Reformed parishes and dioceses.

4.8. Reformed churches

Silhouettes of the Reformed churches (or bel-
fries) are shown on about 100 coats of arms. As
already mentioned (4.1.1), about 40 of them are
topped with stars (e.g., Kémes), but a consider-
able number lack any symbol. Other options in-
clude simple orbs, vanes (flags), or roosters. Five
coats of arms (Pap, Botpalad, Kispalad, Turricse,
and Szorgalmatos) are remarkable because they
show local Reformed churches (whose denomi-
national affiliation is explicitly given in the de-
scription) erroneously crowned with crosses. It

co kpyHa co kpct. HajBepojaTHo rpadud-
KHOT AM3ajHep OWl OATOBOpPEH 3a OBaa
HETOYHOCT, OMIejK1 HEMa CIIOMEHYBabE
KaKoB OMJIO KPCT BO ,,051a30HOT . ClidHa
rpelKa MOKe Jia ce BUJIM BO HEKOU ITpeT-

BE€ACHA BO OHI/ICOT), KOHMIITO IO I'peIIKa

O)
CTaByBama Ha TrpOOT Ha Bamormopocw, (]

¥

was responsible for this inaccuracy be-
cause there is no mention of crosses in
any of the “blazons”. A similar mistake
can be seen in some depictions of the
coat of arms of Vamosoroszi, where the
ﬁ church vanes are replaced by crosses.

was probably the graphic designer who

KaJie IPKOBHHUTE BETPOMOKAKYBAaul Ce 1
3aMEHETH CO KPCTOBH.

4.9. KaroJnyko-KaJBHHHCTHYKHU
XUOPUAHU CUMOOTHU

Tpu rpba mpukaxxyBaaT JBOJIECHOMHU-
HAIMCKY [PKBH IITO HE MOCTOjaT BO PEaNHOCTA M
ce o0ene)kaHd M CO KaTOJMMYKH KPCT M CO KaJlBHU-
muctruka see3na (bapuar (cim. 7), Iape, Ilandwu-
cer). ima MHOTY TpOOBHM KOHUINTO TH MPUKAXKYyBaaT
oBHE J1Ba cMMOoIa (4ecTo 3aeHO CO IPYTH JeHO-
MUHAIUCKH CUMOOJIM) U TH CMECTYBaaT HHB CJICH
IO JIpyT, HO 4eTupu rpba ce CrenujaHu Oujejku
THE T'M MPUKAXKYBAaT Kako OJHCKY croeHu. ['pooT
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1 4.9. Catholic-Calvinist hybrid
symbols

Three coats of arms show bidenom-
inational churches which do not exist
in reality and are marked with both
the Catholic cross and the Calvinist star (Bar-
nag (Fig. 7), Garé, Pélfiszeg). There are a lot of
coats of arms that show both these symbols (of-
ten together with other denominational symbols)
and place them next to each other, but four coats
of arms are special as they feature them closely
connected. The coat of arms of Tapszentmiklos
(Fig. 8) with its hybrid symbol of half-cross, half-
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Ha TancenTmukion (ci. 8) cO HETOBHOT
xuOpuaeH cuMO0J Ha ToJsia KPCT U Toja
SBe3Jla € HajjaceH NpUMep, HO CUMOOJIH-
T€ MOXKE MCTO TaKa Ja OujgaT mpuKaKaH!
BKpcTeHn (Pagonkenken), eneH Bp3 OpyT
(buxapkepecTen) WiId APKEHU OJ MHT-
ckara ntuna Typynt (Mapoxkden).

5. JIYTEPAHCKA IIPKBA

5.1. JIyrepaHcka po3a

Jlyrepanckute cMMOOIHM MOXKe Jla OUJIaT HajaeHU
Ha ckopo 70 rp6a. Bo monoBuHa o1 HUB, OBaa QyHK-
uuja e ucrnonneta ox Jlyreposara poza. Toj e HajHe-
COMHEHHOT cUMOOJI 0J] aHATM3UPAHUTE, HO HCTO TaKa
1 HajciokeH. Bo Heromara nenocHa ¢opma, Toj ce
nojaByBa Ha aBa rpba (besu, Llapcentnepunn (ci.
9)). HeroBuoT 1ieHTpaieH eIeMEeHT ¢ COCTOH O Jia-
THHCKH KPCT Ha I[PBEHO CPIIE U ja cMMOOIHM3Hpa cria-
cUTellHaTa Bepa BO MMe Ha PacrmHaThor.
Cprero nexxn Ha Oenma (cpedpeHa) posa
(Hajuecrara Bep3uja € OPHEHTUPAHA HA TOj
HAYWH IITO €JIeH O]] EeTTe JIMCTOBU € Ha-
COUYCH HArope), KOjaIlTo MaK € MOCTaBeHa
Ha CHMHA I03aJlMHA U OIIKOJIEHA O] 3/1aTeH
IIPCTEH IITO CUMOOJIN3Upa BEYHOCT.

5.1.1. Bapujauuu Ha JlyrepoBara
po3a

Maptus JlyTep, BO HETOBHOT OIUC Ha
OBOj ,,cHMOOJT Ha HETOBaTa TEOJIOTHja™ O]
1530, nan noceOeH HArIaCOK Ha 3HAYEH-€-
TO Ha OouTe (Ha MpUMEp, TOj HAIMILIAI
JieKa po3ara — cuMOOJI Ha PagocCT, CIOKO]
u Mup — ,, Tpeda na Ouze Oena, a He pBeHa, OUICjKH
Oenara e 0ojara Ha ayxoBuTe U aHrenute (Knaake
934, 445)). Cenak, BO TOBEKETO O/ aHATM3UPAHUTE
ornucH, OpojoT Ha OouTe € HamalieH (IITo € pa3oup-

JIMBO BO XEpaJlIMKATa) JI0 TOj CTEIEH IITO
BO uetupu ciaydau (mp. Menne), Jlyrte-
paHckara po3a CTaHalla MOHOXPOMATCKa.
Bo ananusupanute rpOOBH, KPCTOT HE €
CEeKOoTall MpH, TyKy TOHeKoram ¢ e (Tp.
Mopunxuaa) wim xonT (mp. Kamkanky);
Mo3aJHaTa ce MojaByBa BO CYIITHHA BO
cekoja 0oja (Bo cmydajor co Bamomida,
kane JlytepoBata po3a (Gopmupa KpyHa,
HEMa BOOIIIITO MMO3a/IMHA), a PO3aTa MOXKE
na Oune xonta (Pabacenranapamr). Camo
e/IHA TPETHHA OJ1 AHATM3UPAHUTE OMTUCH Ce
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star is the clearest example, but the
symbols may also be shown crossed
(Radockolked), put on each other (Bi-
harkeresztes) or held by the mythical
turul bird (Marokfold).

5. LUTHERAN CHURCH

5.1. Luther’s rose

Lutheran symbols may be found on
almost 70 coats of arms; in half of the
cases, this function is fulfilled by the Luther rose.
It is the most unequivocal among the symbols
analyzed, but also the most complex. In its full
form, it occurs only on two coats of arms (Bezi,
Sarszentldrinc (Fig. 9)). Its central element con-
sists of a black Latin cross on a red heart and
symbolizes the saving faith in the Crucified.
The heart lies on a white (silver) rose (the most
common version is oriented in such a
way that one of the five petals points
upwards), which in turn is placed on a
blue background and surrounded by a
golden ring symbolizing eternity.

5.1.1. Variations of the Luther
rose

Martin Luther, in his 1530 descrip-
tion of the rose as a “‘symbol of his the-
ology”, put a special emphasis on the
meaning of its colors (for example, he
wrote that the rose—a symbol of joy,
comfort and peace—‘should be white
and not red, for white is the color of the
spirits and the angels” (Knaake 934, 445)). How-
ever, in the majority of the depictions analyzed, the
number of colors is reduced (which is understand-
able in heraldry) to the extent that in four cases
(e.g., Mende) the Luther rose became
monochromatic. In the coats of arms
analyzed, the cross is not always black,
but sometimes white (e.g., Morichida)
or yellow (e.g., Kaskantyt), the back-
ground occurs basically in any col-
or (in the case of Vadosfa, where the
Luther rose forms a crest, there is no
background at all); and the rose may be
yellow (Rébaszentandras). Only one-
third of the depictions analyzed stick to
the color scheme prescribed by Luther.
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MpUApKyBaar Ha memMata Ha Oou Ha JlyTep.

JloroHUTeNNHO, HA CKOPO CUTE OMHCH UM He-
nocracyBa 3maTHHOT npcteH. Kaj rpbot Ha Ketue,
ja npezeMa ¢opmaTa Ha IITHUT, a Kaj TpooT Ha [llap-
CEHTJIEPHHLI, PO3aTa € ONKPYKEHA CO 3J1aTHO COHIIE,
LITO HaK ro cuMOoau3upa MadyeHUIUTBOTO Ha CB.
JlaBpeHTH], CBETEII 110 KOj € UMEHYBaHO cenoTo. Kaj
rp6ot Ha Pabmakanm, camaTa po3a HEIOCTacyBa O]l
OBOj JIyTepaHCKH CUMOOIT 1 BO ci1y4ajoT co Cakom,
JlyTepaHnuTe ce IPETCTaBEeHHU cO Oela po3a KojariTo
Hema cpue u kper. Cau4yHo, BO €AHa cTaTuja, obja-
BeHa BO ci1yOeH BecHUK Ha EBanrenucruukara iy-
TepaHCKa LPKBa BO YHrapHja, eqHOCTaBHATa 371aT-
Ha po3a o rpOoT Ha Adva OWia MHTEpIpEeTUpaHa
KaKo ,,CTHIIN3UpaHa yTepancka posa“ (Ittzés 2016,
16 — 17). OpgnmyunBMe Ja T BKIyYUME CUTE OBHUE
TPH €KCTPEMHH CIIydau Kako JyTepaHcKa po3a, Ou-
JICjKU Ha JIpyT HAYWH OU T UCKIIYYHJIC CUTE OIHUCU
0e3 3J1aTeH MPCTEeH U JypU CUTE BapHjaliuu Ha OOH.

JlyrepoBaTa po3a HHKOTaml HE € MpHUKakaHa
nBanatu Ha eneH rp0. Kako u ga, Ha rpOoBuTe Ha
TpH cejia BO ceBeposamnaana Y arapuja (ManxoMImoxk,
Marapkepectyp (ci. 10), LLloGop), Taa e mpecedeHa
Ha II0JIOBHHA U CIIOEHA CO CJIMYHO IIPECEUeH JIaTUH-
CKH KPCT, KOJIUTO ' IPETCTaByBa PUMOKATOIHLIH-
T€.

5.2. JIyrepaHcKu UPKBH

Hpyr nomyiapeH €JIeMeHT IITO ' NPETCTaBy-
Ba JyTEpaHUTE € LPKBa (IOHEKOraml camo Kyia),
BO moBekeTo o ciayuyaute (22 ox 32) co kper. Bo-
00MYaeHo € eHOCTAaBeH JaTHHCKH KpeT (mp. Har-
Yyepkec), HO MOXKE Jla UMa HEKOH JONOJHUTEIHH
0CcOOMHH, KaKo IITO ce 3panu Mery kpauute (Har-
XajMar), KOHUEHTPUYHH KpYyTOBH U ieTen (Xapka)
nnu pononHuTenHu Kpanu (Kumropmam, Bamo-
na). Jpyru MOXHH ACKOpaluu Ha Jy-
TEpaHCKUTE I[PKBU BKIIy4yBaaT SBE31U
(Anomrrar, Yoman) u tonku. Ha rpbot

Furthermore, almost all depictions lack the
golden ring. In the coat of arms of Kétcse it takes
the form of a shield, and in the coat of arms of
Sarszentldrinc it is conflated with the golden sun
symbolizing the martyrdom of St. Laurentius, the
eponym of the village. In the coat of arms of Rab-
cakapi, the rose itself is missing from this Luther-
an symbol, and in the case of Szakony, Lutherans
are represented by a white rose lacking the heart
and the cross. Similarly in an article published in
the official newspaper of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Hungary, the simple golden rose from
the coat of arms of Acsa has been interpreted as a
“stylized Luther rose” (Ittzés 2016, 16—-17). I have
decided to count all these three extreme cases as
Luther roses because otherwise I should have ex-
cluded all the depictions without the golden ring
and even all the coloristic variations.

The Luther rose is never shown twice on a coat
of arms. However, on the coats of arms of three
villages of North-Western Hungary (Malomsok,
Magyarkeresztar (Fig.10), Sobor), it is cut in half
and coupled with a similarly halved Latin cross tre-
fly representing Roman Catholics.

5.2. Lutheran churches

Another popular charge representing Luther-
ans is a church (sometimes only a tower), in the
majority of cases (22 out of 32) with a cross. Itis
usually a simple Latin cross (e.g., Nagycserkesz),
but it may have some additional features, such as
rays between its arms (Nagyhajmas), concentric
circles and a rooster (Harka), or an addition-
al beam (Kistormas, Vanyola). Other possible
decorations of Lutheran churches include stars
(Apostag, Csomad) and orbs.

In the coat of arms of Nagygyimot
(Fig. 11), three denominational sym-
bols (the Luther rose, the cross, and

Ha Harrumor (cit. 11), Tpu seHoMuHanu-
cku cuMmbOonn (JryTepaHcKa po3a, KPCT U
KaJIBUCHUCTHYKA SBE3/1a) CE€ MOCTABEHHU
HaJ TPU MJICHTUYHHU LPKBU CO ,,roju‘
kymu. Kaj Toj na Jlajomkomapom, Kyiu-
T€ Ha TPUTE IPKBHU (CO KATOIMYKH JIBO-
€H KPCT, JIYyTePaHCKH OOWYEeH JIATHHCKHU
kpct u Pedopmupana sBe3ma) HE caMo
IITO C€ BUCOKOCTWIIM3UPAHH U UACHTHY-

HU, TYKY U CIIOCHHU €/IHa CO JpyTa.
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the Calvin star) are placed above three
identical churches with “bare” towers.
In that of Lajoskomarom, the towers
of three churches (with a Catholic
two-barred cross, a Lutheran single
Latin cross, and a Reformed star) are
not only highly stylized and identical,
but also connected to each other.

5.3. Crosses and other Lutheran
symbols

JULY + 2019

XEPAJIIVKA « HERALDRY



AMATVYIH » VINTIVdIX

5.3. KpcToBM M Ipyru JyTePaHCKU CUMO0IU

CaMo KpcT (KpCT KOJIITO HE € Ha BPBOT Ha IPKBa
HUTY € IICHTPaJIeH eJIEMEHT Ha JIyTepaHCcKa po3a) €
PENaTHBHO PETKO KOPUCTEH CHMOOI 3a uaeHTH -
KaIija Ha JyTepaHuTe, OMIejKu BO yHTapcKara xe-
pajanKa TOj ce TTIOBP3yBa CO MOOPOJHUTE KATOIHUIIH.
Cemak, Ha enen rpo (Illomorco6), myTepanute ce
MIPEeTCTaBEHU Ha UCT HAa4YMH Kako u Karomuiure (co
TpoJHMCHU KpcToBH) U Ha npyr (Edu), THe ce mpet-
CTaBEHH CO JIATHMHCKU KPCT CO YETUPH JTUjar OHAITHU
3pary, 3a KOHTPAcT Ha KaTOJIMYKH JATHHCKH TPO-
JMCTEH KPCT.

JlyTepaHCKOTO HacelleHHe MOXKE HCTO Taka Ja
Owuie MPETCTaBEHO CO CMMOOJIM KOUIIITO Ce BOOOHUYa-
€HO TIOBP3aHH CO KaJBUHHCTUTE, OCOOCHO SBE3ZaTa
(BecnipemBapiuas) niu mytupot (Todu, EpmemkyT).

6. JIPYTH JEHOMUHAIIUN

6.1. Ipyru XpucTHjaHCKH T€HOMUHAIINU

Cure 4eTHpH TJIaBHU JCHOMHUHANNH (TIOJT ,,TTIaB-
HUA JCHOMHHAIUA® CE€ MOApa3OompaaT THE YHHIITO
YJICHOBH COYMHYBaaT moBeke o1 1% o1 BKyITHOTO
HaceJIeHHe) ce TPETCTaBeHH BO YHTapcKaTa MecHa
XepajauKa U cpa3sMepOT Ha HUBHHUTE XEPAJANYKH
IIPETCTaByBamba € CKOPO CINYEH, KAKO ¥ HUBHATa
rojieMuHa. PenaTMBHO TroneMoTO NPHUCYCTBO Ha
mpaBociaBueTo (nako Toa counnysa 0,14% on Ha-
CEJICHUETO) NPOU3JIETyBa O HEroBaTa J10Jra UcTo-
puja Bo YHrapuja u (pakToT JeKa MpaBOCIABHHUTE
Ouje TpagulMOHAIHO CMECTEHHM 3aeOHO BO Mall
Opoj Mecta. O Apyra cTpaHa nak, HoOpOjHUTE HOBH
MPOTECTAHTCKU ACHOMUHAIINH, TIP. TICHTAKOCTAIIH
(0,28%) wnmu Gantuctu (0,18%), HE ce BoOMIITO
CIIOMEHATH BO aHain3upaHuTe omucH. Kaj Hekom
rpOOBH, THE MOXKE /1a Ce TPETCTaBeHH, Ha MPUMEP
kaj Hafnopor, kaze nMa Tpu CHIM3HPaHd HPKOBHH
KYyJIM, KOHILTO C€ pa3IuKyBaaT caMo I10 IEHOMHHA-
UcKuTe cUMOOIH (SBe3a co MoBeke 3paly, KPCT)
ninu 6e3 MPUCYCTBO HA CUMOOJI, IITO MaK MOXKEOH
COO/IBETCTBYBA CO TpUTE pearHu upksu: Pedopmu-
panara, Pumokaronuuka u bantuctuuka. CiamaHo
Ha TOa, Ha TPOOT Ha Me3euoKoma, TPH SBE3IHU ja
IIPETCTaByBaaT BepcKaTa onpezaesda Ha HaceIeHHe-
TO, KO€ IIaK € IOJEJICHO Ha TPH JACHOMUHALIUU: Pe-
(opMupaHa, pUMOKATOINYKA U TIEHTAKOCTAJIHA.

6.2. Ipyru peauruu

[IITo ce ogHecyBa 3a APYTrUTE PEUTUHU, HEKOH
rpOOBM MMaaT NMpPHKa3 Ha TypcKa MOJIyMECECUHMHA.
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A lone cross (one that neither tops a church
tower nor forms the central element of the Luther
rose) is relatively rarely used to identify Luther-
ans because in Hungarian heraldry it has come
to be associated mainly with the more numerous
Catholicism. Nevertheless, in one coat of arms
(Somogyszob) Lutherans are represented in ex-
actly the same way as Catholics (by one of two
Greek crosses trefly), and in another (Ocs) they
are symbolized by a Latin cross with four diag-
onal rays, which is contrasted with the Catholic
Latin cross trefly.

The Lutheran population may also be rep-
resented by symbols that are usually associat-
ed with Calvinists, namely a star (Veszprém-
varsany) or a chalice (Tofi, Orménykut).

6. OTHER DENOMINATIONS

6.1. Other Christian denominations

All four major denominations (those whose
members constitute more than 1% of the overall
population) are represented in Hungarian local
heraldry and the ratio of their heraldic repre-
sentations is roughly similar to their sizes. The
relatively high presence of Eastern Orthodoxy
(despite it constituting 0.14% of the population)
results from its long history in Hungary and
the fact that Orthodox people have been tradi-
tionally clustered together in a small number of
places. On the other hand, the more numerous
new Protestant denominations, e.g., Pentecostals
(0.28%) or Baptists (0.18%), are not mentioned
at all in the descriptions analyzed. In some coats
of arms, they may be represented nonetheless,
for instance in that of Nagydorog, where three
stylized church towers, differentiated only by
denominational symbols (a multi-rayed star, a
cross) or lack thereof, probably correspond to
three actual churches: Reformed, Roman Cath-
olic, and Baptist. Similarly, in the coat of arms
of Mezdcsokonya, three stars represent the reli-
giosity (vallasos érziilet) of its inhabitants, who
happen to belong mainly to three denominations:
Reformed, Roman Catholic, and Pentecostal.

6.2. Other religions

As far as other religions are concerned, some
coats of arms feature a Turkish crescent. This
charge is usually associated with Islam, but in Hun-
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OBoj eneMeHT € BOOOMYacHO MOBpP3aH
CO HCJIaMOT, HO BO yYHTapcKara Xepalju-
Ka TOj ja cumOomu3upa Oopdara MpPOTUB
Oromanckata Mwmmepuja, Kako ImTO €
ciaydajot co rpoot Ha Ilycramarapon (ci.
12), xage mMa IpruKa3 Ha KPCT U TIOTyMe-
CEeYMHa IITO Topar.

Hexkowu o6jacHyBama UCTO Taka crioMe-
HyBaar jyJaan3am (WM HeroBata HCTOPH-
cka npucytHocT). Kaj rpoéot Ha Hamkop,
SBE3/1a CO IIECT KpaKa CIY)KU HCKIyYHBO KaKO €B-
pejcku cumO0I, ToJIeKa rak kaj Toj Ha TonHa sBe3ia
CO OCYM Kpaka ja CUMOOJIHM3Hpa BepaTa Kako Lelu-
Ha, U TIOKOHKTPETHO ,,KaTOJIULU3MOT, pedopmaTo-
panute u jynam3smot™. Kaj rpbot Ha Vi
(ci. 13), neHoMUHAIMCKUTE UH(OPMAITUH
ce KOAMpaHU He caMo MPEKy eJIeMEHTHTE
(menmukaH mTo TM cuMOosM3upa pedop-
MHUpPaHUTE XPUCTHjaHH), TYKYy H TPEKY
OouTe: MOKpaj CHMHATA T03aUHA IITO '
CUMOOJNH3Hpa KAIBUHUCTUTE U 3eJieHaTa
OCHOBA KOjallTo TM CUMOOIM3Hpa Kato-
JIUIIATE, UMA ¥ JKOJITO THE3/I0 KOCIITO TH
cumbonmsupa EBpente ox V. I'pboT Ha
COJHOK € CITMYeH U My € 33/13/IeHa HCTaTa
WHTEpIIpeTalija, Ho Tyka (yHKIjaTa Ha
NPETCTaByBamke HA TPUTE BEPCKU I'PAHKU
(xaTonumM3aM, MPOTECTAHTU3aM H jyJlan3am) € Co-
ceMa jacHo, 3aJa/IeHa Ha TPUTE MWINEA Ha MeJTUKa-
HOT. Mcrara neHoranuja Moxe J1a ce laJie Ha TpUTe
nucrta Ha Tpoot Ha Kummrenek (Ittzés 2016, 16 —17).

7. EKYMEHCKHN CUMbBOJIN

7.1. YMHOKeHH eJleMeHTH

Kako mro 6Gerre nmpuka)kano morope, HeKou Ip-
0oBU HOcaT MH(OPMAIIMU 32 JICHOMUHAIU]aTa, HO
caMo BO OJIHOC Ha HUBHOT Opoj. Mery cumbonnte
LITO ce KOpUCTAT 3a Taa 11en ce 1BeToBu (bepsek),
sBe3qu  (JlajomiMmrke), CTHUIM3UpPAHU Kiacja Bp3
kpct (benen) u ci. I'pbot Ha Harou Moxxebu ja nma
JIATIeKOCe)KHATA MHTEpIpeTalja, TIIaBHUOT IITUT
CONIPKH APYT TIOMAJI M THE CUMOOIN3HMpaat, Mery
JPYrOTO, KOET3UCTECHINja Ha KATOJHIM W KaJIBHU-
HHCTH.

7.2. YHHMBep3aJIJHU XPUCTUjAaHCKU CHUMOOJIH
LITO ce KOPHCTAT 32 MHIAMKAIMja HA TeHOMHHA-
HUCKATA Pa3HOBHIHOCT

Hekon yHUBEp3aJIHH XpPUCTHjaHCKH CHMOO-
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garian heraldry it tends to commemorate
struggles against the Ottoman Empire,
as is the case with the coat of arms of
Pusztamagyarod (Fig. 12), which shows
a cross and a crescent, both burning.

Some explanations also mention
Judaism (or, rather, its historical pres-
ence). In the coat of arms of Napkor,
a six-pointed star serves as an exclu-
sively Jewish symbol, while in that of
Tolna, its eight-pointed counterpart symbolizes
religion in general and “Catholicism, Reforma-
tion, and Judaism” in particular. In the coat of
arms of Uny (Fig. 13), denominational informa-
tion is encoded not only in its charge (a
pelican symbolizing Reformed Chris-
tians), but also in its colors: besides
the blue background representing Cal-
vinists and the green base representing
Catholics, there is also a yellow nest
symbolizing Uny’s Jewish population.
The coat of arms Szolnok is similar,
and it has been given the same inter-
pretation, but here the function of rep-
resenting the three religious branches
(Catholicism, Protestantism, and Ju-
daism) is—quite cleverly—assigned to
three pelican chicks. The same denotation may
be given to the three leaves in the coat of arms of
Kistelek (Barna, n.d.).

7. ECUMENICAL SYMBOLS

7.1. Multiplied charges

As it has been shown above, some coats of
arms do carry information about denominations,
but only in respect of their number. Among the
symbols used for this purpose are flowers (Ber-
7€k), stars (Lajosmizse), stylized ears of wheat
topped with crosses (Beled), etc. The coat of
arms of Nagocs has probably the most far-
fetched interpretation; its main shield contains
another, smaller one and they symbolize, among
other things, the coexistence of Catholics and
Calvinists.

7.2. Universal Christian symbols used as
indication of denominational diversity

Some universal Christian symbols are used to
represent not only Christianity in general, as is
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JIM Ce KOPUCTaT HE caMo 3a Jia TO MPETCTaByBaar
XPUCTUJAHCTBOTO, KAKO IITO € CIy4ajoT CO ,,eKy-
MeHckara se3na“ (Llejje) wau pudarta uxtuc (Top-
mamr) (ci. 14), TyKy cute HaOpojaH! TEHOMUHAITUH
BO AaJieHoTo Mmecto. JarHeto I'ocnogoBo
MOJKE Jla TH TPETCTaByBa KaJBUHHCTHUTE,

the case with the “ecumenical star” (Sellye) or
the ichthys (Tordas) (Fig. 14), but rather all of
the enumerated denominations of a given local-
ity. The Lamb of God may represent Calvinists
as well as Roman and Greek Catho-
lics (Vizsoly); a cross may stand for

HO ¥ PUMOKATOJIHIUTE U TPKOKATOIHUIINTE
(Bwxoj); xpcT MOXKe 1a T CHMOOIH3Upa
PUMOKATOJHIUTE, JTyTePAHUTE, HO U Kall-
BuHHcTHTEe (Bamapir); 1BOEH KpCT MOXKe
Jia TH CUMOOJTU3HMPA M KATOJTMUKUTE [IPKBU
(Kumzom6bop); a HoeBHOT Tyn1ad (ApokTe)
nnu pubara (I'ectepen) Moxxe 1a TH MpeT-
CTaByBa KaTOJIMIUTE U KAJIBUHUCTHUTE.
[lonekoram oxpenenn cumOOIH ce
MOMaJIKy onuTH. Tre mpeTcraByBaart mo-
BeKe 0J1 €JlHa L[PKBA, HO HUBHATA YHUBEP3AJIHOCT €

OrpaHHueHa OJ] IPYTH JIEHOMHHAIUCKH CHUMOOIIH.
Ha npumep, 1BojHUOT KpeT Kaj TpooT Ha bepermry-
pam 1 Bikoj — kako criopeida co sBe3jiaTa co ocyM
3pany Ha KAJIBUHHUCTUTE — HEC ' IPETCTaByBa CUTEC
MCCHHU AC€HOMMUHAIIUN, TYKY CaMO IB€ O/ HUB, OI-
HOCHO pMMOKATOJHUIUTE U I'PKOKATOJIMIUTE.

I'p6oT Ha IlapkagkepecTyp € WHTEPECEH TPH-
Mep, OMnejku TpuKaxyBa Tpu cumbona (IyTup U
IIBA JIATHHCKH KPCTa, €eH O] HUB TPOJIUCTEH), HO
Ce TOJIKYyBa KaKo MPEeTCTaByBame Ha IyPH IET JIeHO-
MuHaIuu. JIecHo e z1a ce mpermo3HaaT CuMOOJIUTE Ha
pedopMupaHuTe, PUMOKATOIUIINTE W IPABOCIAB-
HUTE, HO HE € JIECHO 3a OAaNTHUCTUTE U JIyTePaHHUTE
3a Toa Jalii ce MPETCTaBeHU Of My THp (Oumejku ce
MIPOTECTAHTH) WU O] €AHOCTABEH KPCT (KaKo IITO
BOOOMYACHO C€ YKpacyBaaT HUBHUTE I[PKBH).

7.3. LIpkBUTE KAKO HAIEHOMUHAIIUCKUA CUM-
0oJ1n

Bo ceknujara 4.9. Beke omnmmaBme TpU rpda
KOMINTO IMPHUKaXyBaaT (UKTHBHU ,,KaJIBHHUCTHY-
KO-KaTONMYKK 1[pkBU. Hema na ru oOpaszinoxume
TyKa OM/IeJKH COOHOCOT IOMery JAEeHO-
MHUHalUUTEC U UHAWBUAYAJTHUTE KOMIIO-
HEHTHU CUMOOJIM Ha OBHE IPKBU € JIeC-
HO JIa C€ BOCTaHOBH.

Kako u nma e, moBekeaeHOMHHALIU-
CKWTE LPKBU HE CE€ CamoO MPOM3BOJI Ha
xepananikara 3amucia: Bo Carra (ci.
15) (1 HeroBuoT rp0d) MMa MOpaHEIIHA
MO’KapHUKapHa CTaHWIIA, ITPeHAMEHeTa
BO €KyMEHCKa Karleia W IOCBETeHa 3a-
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Roman Catholics, Lutherans but also
Calvinists (Vanyarc); a two-barred
cross may symbolize both Catholic
churches (Kiszombor), and the Noah’s
dove (Aroktd); or the fish (Geszteréd)
may represent Catholics and Calvin-
ists.

Sometimes certain symbols are
less general; they do stand for more
than one church, but their universali-
ty is confined by other denominational symbols.
For example, the two-barred cross in the coats of
arms of Beregsurany and Vizsoly—contrasted
with an eight-pointed star symbolizing Calvin-
ists—does not represent all local denominations,
but only two of them, namely the Roman and the
Greek Catholics.

The coat of arms of Sarkadkeresztur is an in-
teresting example, as it features three symbols (a
chalice and two Latin crosses, one of them tre-
fly) but is interpreted to represent as many as five
denominations. It is easy to identify the symbols
of Reformed, Roman Catholic, and Eastern Or-
thodox Christians, but it is not clear if Baptists
and Lutherans were to be represented by a chal-
ice (as they are Protestants) or by a simple cross
(as it usually adorns their churches).

7.3. Churches as supradenominational
symbols

In section 4.9, [ have already described three
coats of arms which show fictitious “Calvin-
ist-Catholic” churches. I do not discuss them
here because the correspondence be-
tween the denominations and the in-
dividual component symbols of these
churches is easy to establish.

However, multidenominational
churches are not only products of heral-
dists’ imagination: in Szatta (Fig. 15)
(and its coat of arms), there is a former
fire-station converted into an ecumen-
ical chapel and consecrated jointly by
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CJHUYKHU O] pe(pOPMHUPAHUTE, JIyTCPAHUTE U KaTO-
surute. CIMYHU HPKBU — 0€3 K0j OMJIo JeHOMUHA-
IIACKU CUMOOJHN, HO MCTO Taka 06€3 MPOTOTHIIH BO
peaylHOCTa — Ce MPUCYTHU HA HEKOU JApyru rpoo-
BH, KaJie THE IO CUMOOJU3MPaaT KOCT3UCTHPAHETO
Ha Pa3TUYHUTE XPUCTHjaHCKU JACHOMHHAIMH (TIp.
I'ypo, Cenranrainda).

Homomautenno, Pedopmupanara mpkBa Ha
[wnojyT e mpukaxaHa (3aeJHO CO jacHO
o0enexaHa sBe3/1a) Ha rpOOT Ha OBa Cello,
U T cuMmOonm3upa u pepopMHUpaHOTO U
KaTOJIMYKOTO HacelieHne Ha ceioTo. Of
Jpyrara CTpaHa IakK, Ha HEKOJKy rpOa
(ITycramo6omr, Canka (cit. 16), utH.), pu-
MOKATOJMYKHUTE [IPKBH T'O CUMOOIM3Upa-
aT XPUCTHUjaHCTBOTO, ,XPHCTHjaHCKATa

Sz
KynTypa“, Bepbarta Bo bor u cimuno. Ce-

MaK, TeUIKO € Jia ce Ka)e JJaJld aBTOPUTE
Ha OBHE 00jacHyBama Ha OBHE TPOOBH Ha-

BHUCTHHA CaKaJIC a BKIIy4YaT HCKATOJIMIW WJIMU IIaK,
THE T'0 TIOMelllaJie HUBOTO Ha JGHOMHUHAIIN]a CO TOa
Ha peluTHjaTa, Kako IITO € CIIy4ajoT co Pumayjnaxk,
gHjmTo rpd MMa MpUKa3 Ha SBe3Aa U KPCT KOUIITO,
criopen1 00jacHyBameTO, TH MIPETCTaByBaaT MpoTec-
TAHTHUTE U XPUCTHjaHUTE BO CEJIOTO.

KPAJHU 3ABEJIEIIIKHA

JIeHOMUHAIMCKUTE MOTHBU C€ NPHUCYTHU Ha
okony 35% on ananusupanure rpoosu. Ha Hexon
o]l TpOOBUTE, MOTHBHUTE OHIIE YIIOTPEOCHU CO jacHa
Hamepa Jia TH MPEeTCTaBaT OAJICIIHUTE BEPCKU IPYy-
[IU: TIPaBOCIaBHUOT KPCT CEKOrall € 3a TPKOKaTo-
JUINTE WM MPABOCIABHUTE; CI0KEHHOT MOTHB Ha
JMyTepaHCcKaTa po3a € HeJBOCMHUCICHO JIyTepaHCKa
U CWIYETHUTE Ha LPKBUTE (YECTO HAMAJICHU Ha HUBO
Ha KyJI 1 BOOOMYAaE€HO YKPACCHH CO BOOWJIUB CHM-
0oJ1, mpeTcTaByBaar, Kako MPaBUIIO OJpe]cHa Jie-
HOMMHAIIH]a.

Bo npyru ciydau, IeHOMHHAIIMCKUTE HHTEPITpe-
Tanuy Owiie J0Ja/IeH! MO/I0IHA, Ha BEKe IMOCTOeY-
KM TpOOBU, KOUIIITO MPUKAXKYBAAT ITOJIBOCMHUCIICHH
CUMOOJTH — KaKoO IIITO € SBe3/1aTa, KOjalllToO € MOIITHE
[OITyJIapeH MOTUB BO YHrapckara xepanauka. lako
IIPBUYHO [TOTEKHYBA O[] IPEAXEPATIUUKNATE [I€UATH
(Znamierowski 2017, 461), sBe3gaTa € 4ecTO WH-
TepIpeTHpaHa Kako KaIBUHUCTUUKK cuMO0:1. Kako
U Ja e, BA)KHO € Jla Ce HAallOMEHE JieKa BO MHOTY
cllyyad 0Baa acollijalyja € IeJOCHO ONpaBiaHa, Ha
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Reformed, Lutheran, and Catholic clergy.

Similar churches—without any denominational
symbols, but also without prototypes in reality—
are present on some other coats of arms, where
they represent the coexistence of different Chris-
tian denominations (e.g., Gyurd, Szentantalfa).

Furthermore, the Reformed church of Si6jut
is depicted (together with a clearly marked star)
in the coat of arms of this village, and
it represents both the Reformed and the
Catholic population of the village. On
the other hand, in several coats of arms
(Pusztadobos, Szalka (Fig. 16), etc.)
Roman Catholic churches symbolize
Christianity, “Christian culture”, belief
in God, etc. However, it is hard to tell
if authors of the explanations to these
coats of arms really wanted to include
non-Catholics, or if they confused the
level of denomination with that of religion, as in
the case of Rinyatjlak, whose coat of arms fea-
tures a star and a cross, which, according to the
explanation, represent respectively the Protestant
and the Christian [sic] parts of the village’s pop-
ulation.

FINAL REMARKS

Denominational motifs appear on about 35%
of the coats of arms of Hungarian cities, towns,
and villages. On some of the coats of arms, the
motifs were employed with a clear intention to
represent a particular religious group: the Eastern
Orthodox cross always stands for Greek Catho-
lic or Eastern Orthodox Christians, the complex
motif of the Luther rose is unequivocally Luther-
an, and church silhouettes (often reduced to their
steeples and usually adorned with a distinctive
symbol) as a rule represent particular denomina-
tions. In other cases, denominational interpreta-
tions were added later, to already existing coats
of arms featuring some more ambiguous sym-
bols, such as the star, which is a very popular
motif in Hungarian heraldry. Although original-
ly derived from pre-heraldic seals (Znamierows-
ki 2017, 461), the star is often interpreted as a
Calvinist symbol. However, it is worth noting
that in many instances this association is fully
justified, e.g., when the star is juxtaposed with
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Ip. KOTa SBe3/iaTa € IOCTaBeHa MapalielIHO CO APYTH
JCHOMUHAIIUCKN CI/IM6OJ'II/I, mTO € PCTKa
IIPaKTHKA.

Hajuecra xomOmHanuja Ha JEHOMHU-
HAIlMH, IPETCTABeHU Ha eJIeH Ipo ce coc-
TOM (IIITO HE € M3HEHAAYBAYKH) O JIBETE
HajrOJIeMH BEPCKU TPYIH BO YHTapwja.
Ha okomy 125 rpba Ha xoumTO ce mpet-
CTaBEHU M PUMOKATONHUIUTE U pedhOpMH-
paHHUTe MPOTECTaHTH. JlOMOJHUTETHO,
Hajyecta KOMOWHAIMja HA TPU JIEHOMH-
HAI[MHU, TPETCTABEHH Ha PO CE COCTOU OJT
TPHUTE HAJTOJIEMH JCHOMHHAIIUU: PUMO-
KaTOJIUIIUTE, KATBUHUCTUTE U JYTEPAHUTE KOU Ce
MIPETCTaBEHH 3aeJHO Ha OKOIy 25 rpba, Ha mpUMep
Ha Toj Ha Illomnoseue (cn. 17) — ceno, kajae mTO
no 1725 roguna, TpuTe rpynu Aeiene eaHa LPKBa
(Paladi-Kovacs 1988,465). Enen rp06 (Marap0oj
(cn.18)) mmMa cuMOOJIM KOUIITO IIPETCTaByBaaT
YCTUPHU ACHOMHHAIIUU (TI/IC CIIOMCHATU IIOTOpC U
nornojgHuTeNHO [IpaBociaBHaTa IpPKBa).
Cnydajot Ha lllapkankepecTyp, YHjIITO
rp0 HajBEpOjaTHO MPETCTaByBa TET Je-
HOMUWHAITIH, O€Ille OTHIIaH BO CEKIIHjaTa
7.2.

[omynanocta Ha JIGHOMUHAIUCKU-
TE€ MOTHMBU Ha TrpOOBUTE HAa YHTapCKUTE
IPaJIOBH U Cella MOXKE J1a € TIOPajl MHO-
ry npuunHd. EneH ox ¢akTtopuTe I1TO
BIIMjaaT Bp3 3aMaTyBambeTO HAa TPaHU-
LUTE I[OMEy BEpCKUTE M TIparaHCKUTE
WM ONIITHHCKUTE CUMOOJMKU MOXe Jia € (PakToT
JIeKa TJIABHUOT HAIMOHAJIeH cUMOOJI Ha YHrapuja
— JIBOJHUOT KPCT — € MCTO TaKa XPUCTUjAHCKU CUM-
00:1. JlomoNMHUTENHO, ACHOMUHAIIUCKATA OTpPEeI-
0a € 3a MHOTY YHrapiy BayKeH eJIeMEHT Ha JINYHaTa
uaentudukanuja. Ha kpaj, AeHOMUHAIMCKUTE CHM-
00JIM MOKe J1a CITy’)KaT Kako aTpakTHBEH M3BOp Ha
WHCIIpalFja 3a CO3/laBaunuTe Ha rPOOBU, OCOOCHO
BO CITy4aHWTe Ha MaJd ceJia [ITO MMaaT HeJIO0CTaTOK
on npyru coonBetHu npukasu. (Bo Yarapwmja, ce-
KOj TpaJl WM cello, 0e3 pa3iauka KOJIKY € MaJio, iMa
MIpaBo J1a Ma XepaAnIKu CUMOOJT. )
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other denominational symbols, a fairly frequent
practice.

The most common combination
of denominations represented in one
coat of arms consists, not surprisingly,
of the two largest religious groups in
Hungary: both Roman Catholics and
Reformed Protestants are represented
on about 125 coats of arms. Further-
more, the most common combination
of three denominations represented
in a single coat of arms consists of
the three largest denominations: Ro-
man Catholics, Calvinists, and Lutherans are
represented together on about 25 coats of arms,
e.g., on that of Somlévecse (Fig. 17)—a village,
where, up until 1725, the three groups shared
one church (Paladi-Kovacs 1988, 465). One
coat of arms (Magyarboly (Fig. 18)) features
symbols representing four denominations (those
mentioned above with the addition of
the Eastern Orthodox Church). The
case of Sarkadkeresztur, whose coat of
arms allegedly represents five denom-
inations, has been described in section
7.2.

The popularity of denominational
motifs in the coats of arms of Hun-
garian towns and villages may result
from many reasons. One of the factors
influencing the blurring of the borders
between religious and civic or communal sym-
bolism may be the fact that the main national
symbol of Hungary—the double cross—is si-
multaneously a Christian symbol. Furthermore,
denominational affiliation is for many Hungar-
ians an important element of personal identity.
Last, but not least, denominational symbols may
serve as an attractive source of inspiration for
creators of coat of arms, especially in the case
of small villages which lack any other suitable
imagery. (In Hungary, every town or village, no
matter how small, is entitled to have a heraldic
symbol.)
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