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KpaTok BoBep BO BEKCHAOAOTHjaTa
A Brief Introduction to Vexillology

Bekcunonorujara e Hayka 3a 3Hamumara. OBaa
JUCHHUIIMHA BOOOMYAEGHO CE CMETa 3a IpaHKa Ha
XepaJIuKaTa, HaKo BEKCHIIOIOTHjaTa MOXKe J1a BKITyqyBa
1 UCTOPH]ja U TICUXOJIOTH]ja, METY JPYTUTE AUCLUILIHHE.
Toj mTo M mpoyuyBa 3HAMHUIbATa C€ HapeKyBa
BEKCHJIOJIOT, JI0ZIeKa HEKO] KOj AW3ajHUupa 3HaMHUIba €
Bekcuiorpad. Bekcunorpagure ce yecto 4ieHOBU
Ha XEpaJAUYKH OpPTaHU3aLMH, KOPUCTEJKH TO CBOETO
XEpaJINIKO NO3HABAE CO LeJT TU3ajHUPabe 3HAMUba
CO 3HaYCHE.

TepMuHOT Bekcuioioryuja € cozaaneH Bo 1950-ture
roguau of Bekcuinonoror Burau Cvut (Whitney Smi-
th), koj gortoram padoren 6e3 crenuduUeH TEPMUH 3a
HeroBaTa JejHOCT. JlepuBHpaH € O JaTHHCKHUOT 300D
vexillium. Vexillium e cneunduuen tTun Ha 3HamMe, U
3a pasjiMKa Ofl MOJIEPHHUTE 3HAMHIba, HAMEHET € Ja ce
3aKauu BEPTUKAIHO U J]a C€ HOCH Ha KOIIje, HAMECTO Ja
ce 3akaun Ha japOou. TepmuHOT vexillium Oun ucto Taka
KOPHCTEH BO PUMCKH BPEMHA [1a CE ONMLIE IPyrna Ha
nyfe coOpaHu OKOIly 3HaMe.

3HauaeH JeN1 0]l BEKCHJIOJIOTHjaTa € HCTPaKyBambeTo
HUCTOPUCKH 3HAMHUIbA U aHAllM3aTa Ha CUMOOIHTE H
OonTe KOPUCTEHH Kaj 3HAMUIbaTa. MHOTY 3HaMHba
nMaar 3HayaeH Opoj Ha CIMYHOCTH, KaKo LITO €
Cllyyaj co 3HaMMIbaTa Ha CKaHJMHABCKUTE HAIHH,
KaJie IITO CUTE HOCAT CBOM BEP3UH O] HOPAUUKHUOT
KpCT BO pa3Hu Oou. McTo Taka, KOPUCTEHETO
CJIMYHU KOMOMHAIMY Ha OOU OJ CTpaHa Ha CPOJHU
Hapoau e nocta yecto. Hajybas npumMep nmame BO
CIIOBEHCKUTE AP>KaBH, KaJIe IITO OTPOMEH MPOLICHT
nMaar UpBeHa, Oena u cuHa 0oja (pea ce nopaau
BJIMjaHMETO Ha pyckoTo 3Hame). LlpBenara, Oenara
U cuHaTa 0oja ce MojaByBaaT U BO 3HAMHUIbATA Ha
MHOTY TOpPaHEIIHN aHIIIUCKHU KOJIIOHWH, J0/EKa
3HAMUIbAaTa Ha MYCIMMaHCKUTE HAlUU YECTO
cozpikar 3eyieHa 0oja, 00ja acorpaHa co HCIaMoT.
AdpuKkaHCKUTE HAlMM, MAK, NPETIOYUTAAT
KOMOWHAIINY Of] 3eJIeHa, YKOJITa U IpBeHa 00ja.

HcTpaxkyBaunTe BO MOJIETO Ha BEKCHIIONOTHjaTa
I'M [IPOy4YyBaaT HAYMHUTE HA KOM 3HAMUMbATa Ce
KOPHCTAT OJI LIUBUJIN, BJIaJ1 U BOGHH OPTraHU3a1N
Ha 3eMja ¥ Ha Mope. 3HAMHIbaTa MOXeE Ja ce
KOpUCTAaT Aa MpeHecaT Mmopaka, Kako HITO €
cityyaj co cema)OpHUTE 3HAMHUIbAa HA OpPOIOBUTE,
a THe MOXKaT U Ja Oujar 3Ha4ajHU CUMOOJH Ha
HalMOHaTHa roprocT. Hexon Bexcmionosu ce
HHTEepecupaaT 3a ICUXOJIOIIKATa BpcKa Mery
nyfeTo U HUBHHUTE 3HAMHIbA, IPOYUyBajKH KaKO
nyfeTo pearupaar Ha CIMKU O HUBHOTO 3HaMme,
Kako W 3a IpaBujaTa 3a BHUMATEIHOCT NPH
paKyBame CO 3HaMe KOM ce KOPHCTAT Of] CTpaHa Ha
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Vexillology is
the study of flags.
This discipline is
usually considered
a branch of her-
aldry, although it
may include histo-
ry and psychology,
among other disciplines. A person who studies flags is
called a vexillologist, while the one designing flags is
a vexillographer. Vexillographers are often members
of heraldic organizations, using their knowledge in
order to design heraldic banners that have a meaning.

The term Vexillology was coined in the 1950s by
the vexillologist Whitney Smith who had worked
previously without a specific term for his activities. It
is derived from the Latin word vexillium. Vexillium
is a specific type of flag, and unlike modern flags de-
signed to hang vertically from a cross-piece carried on
a spear or pole.The term “vexillium” was also used in
Roman times to describe a group of people gathered
around a flag.

An important part of Vexillology is the re-
search of historic flags, and the analysis of
symbols and colors used in flags. Many flags
have a significant number of similarities, as is the
case with the flags of the Scandinavian nations,
which all carry their own versions of the Nordic
Cross in various colors. Also, the use of similar
combinations of colors by related nations is quite
frequent. We have a best example in the Slavic
countries, where a large percentage of them have
red, white and blue (due to the impact of the
Russian flag). Red, white and blue colors appear
in the flags of many former English colonies,
while the flags of Muslim nations often contain
the green colour associated with Islam. African
nations meanwhile, preferred combinations of
green, yellow and red.

Researchers in the field of vexillology exam-
ine the ways in which flags are used by civilian
governments and military organizations on the
ground and at sea. Flags can be used to convey a
message, as is the case with semaphore flags, and
they can also be important symbols of national

- pride. Some vexillologists are interested in the
psychological relationship between people and
their flags, studying how people react to images
of their flag and the cautious rules for handling
the flag used by many nations.

Vexillology may seem like a hidden, obscure
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MHOT'Y HaIlUH.

Bekcumonorujata Moxke Jia u3mnieaa Kako
MHOTY 3aTCKpHCHA, HejacHa Hayka, MeryToa
Taa ¢ MHOTY BaxkHa. Jlomo au3ajHHpaHo
3HaAMe MOJKE Ja UCTIPATH HejacHa Mopaka Win
Jla 3aCpaM¥ elleH YOBEK, OpTraHu3aIuja uin
JiprKaBa KOro/Koja Tpeba 11a ro/ja mpeTcTaByBa,
Joneka moOpo Mr3ajHUPAHO 3HAME ITBPCTO
IpeHecyBa MMopaka U 0OCTaHyBa BO CEKaBambe.

Kaxo ce nojaBuiie 3HaMmumara

[IpBuTte 3HamMumba, HajBEepOjaTHO, Ce
KOpHCTeJIe 3a oaodpa KoopauHaluja Mery
BOjHULIMTE Ha OojHUTe monuma. Co rojema
CUTYPHOCT MOXE Jla C€ Kake JIeKa HEKoja
¢opMma Ha Toa IUTO TO HapeKyBaMe 3Hame
(BexcuiOn I, mMapye TEKCTUJI MPUKAYCHO Ha
KoIje) 3a pB Mat Ousia kopucteHa Bo Muauja n
Bo Kuna. Hajpanu npumepn 3a BEeKCHIOUIN ce
THE Ha AXeMEHHJICKOTO IapCTBO, HAa PuMmckara
UMIIEpUja WK, MakK, 3MEjCKHOT CTaHIapl Kaj
Capmarure. 1 Anekcannap MakeqOHCKH TO
KOpHCTeN coHUeTo o KyTnemr Ha BEKCUIOMIH KOU TO
MpeTcTaByBajie HETOBOTO LIAPCTBO.

Bo Tekor Ha cpenHHOT BeK, 3HAMHIbaTa CTaHale ecH
BUJI Ha XepaJlIuKa ajlaTka BO OUTKUTE, OBO3MOXKYBajKH
MOJIECHO J1a c€ UICHTU(HKYBA €JICH BUTE3 CAMO IIIE/IajKH
0 JM3ajHOT Ha INTHTOT WK 3HAMETO LITO To Hocen. ypu
BO JJOLIHUOT CPE/ICH BEK, TPaIOBUTE AP’KaBH U KOMYHHTE,
kako mro e Crapara IlIBajuapcka Kondenepanuja, nucro
TaKa MOYHaJe Jla TH KOPUCTAT 3HAMHIbaTa KaKO BOCHH
cumOomu. [TonKoBCKUTE 3HAMHUIba 32 OJJICIHU BOCHU
CIMHULM TOYHAJe Ja Ce KOPUCTAT AYPH BO PaHUOT
MOZIEpEH MEPHOI.

[lounyBajku oxn 17 Bek, mpu BpBOT Ha eparta
Ha IUIOBEHETO, OMJIO BOOOMYAECHO, a MOAOLHA H
3aJJOJDKUTENIHO 32 OpOJOBUTE J1a 'O MCTAKHyBaaT
cBoeto 3Hame. [loyolHa, oBHe 3HaMKba €BOITYHPAJIC BO
Jp>KaBHUTE U IOMOPCKUTE 3HAMHUIbA Ha JICHEIIHULIATA.

Kopucremwero Ha 3HaMUb-aTa HAABOP O APIKAaBEH U
BOCH KOHTEKCT ITOYHYBa CO T10jaBaTa Ha HALMOHATMCTUYKH
JIBIDKEHa IpH KpajoT Ha 18 Bek. Hajpanute
Ip>KaBHHU 3HAMHIbA TIOTEKHYBaaT Of TOj MEPHOL,
a BO TEKOT Ha 19 Bek cTaHaio BOOOMYAaEeHO ceKoja
CyBEpeHa W He3aBHCHA J[pKaBa Jia BOBEJE CBOC
Jp>KaBHO 3HAME.

®e/bTOH

Bo monaramomtauTe OpOCBU ke aHATU3Upame
KOHKPETHH JIPYKABHH 3HAMUHbA (MITH CPOJTHH TPYITH
Ol 3HAMHUHa), HUBHATA UCTOPHja, CBOIYyIHja U
HaYMHA Ha KOPUCTEHHE. 3a ITOYETOK KE ¢ OCBPHEME
Ha HAjCTAPHTE M HAJIIO3HATH APYKaBHH 3HAMHIba. Ke
ja packaxeMe TprKa3Hara 3a 3HaMeTo Ha JlaHncka
(mpBmar koprcteHo Bo 1219 rogmna), 3a renesara
Ha OPUTAHCKOTO 3HAME U JPYTH.

science, but it is very important. A badly
designed flag may send unclear messages
or ashame a person, organization or coun-
try who/which it represents, while a well
designed flag firmly transmitts a message
and remains in memory.

How flags appeared

The first flags were probably used for
better coordination between troops on
the war fields. With great confidence we
can say that some form of what we call
flag (vexilloid, a cloth attached to a mast)
was first used in India and China. Earliest
examples are those of vexilloids in the
Achaemenid Empire, the Roman Empire,
or the dragon standard of the Sarmatians.
Alexander of Macedon used the Vergina
Sun on vexilloids which represented his
Empire.

During the Middle Ages, flags have
become a kind of heraldic tool in battles,
making it easier to identify a knight by just watching
the shield design or the flag he wore. Even in the late
Middle Ages, city states and communes, as in the old
Swiss Confederation, also began to use flags as war
symbols. Regimental flags for individual military
units began to be used in the early modern period.

Starting from the 17th century at the peak of the
era of sailing it was common, and later required, for
a ship to emphasize its flag. Later, these flags evolved
to the public and maritime flags of today.

The use of flags outside the government and mili-
tary context begins with the emergence of national-
ist movements in the late 18th century. The earliest
state flags come from that period and during the 19th
century it became common for every sovereign and
independent state to introduce its own national flag.

Feuilleton

In subsequent issues we will further analyse specif-
ic state flags (or related groups of flags), their history,
evolution and rules of
use. To begin with we
will address the old-
est and most famous
national flags. We
will tell the story of
the flag of Denmark
(first used in 1219),
we will discuss the
genesis of the British
flag, and more.
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