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3HaMmeTo Ha JleToHuja

Latvijas valsts karogs

Ce unnu nieka EcTonimre HaoraarmocebHo
MECTO BO MCTOpHjaTa KaKo MHCTIUpAIHja 3a ’
3HAMUbATa Ha OKOJIHHUTE Hapoau. He camo
IITO THE ce bopea npoTHB J{aHIiTe BO TEKOT |
Ha JISTEHIAPHOTO CO3/IaBAkhE (WJIH IIOTOYHO,
JIONIEITYBabET0) Ha HUBHOTO 3HaMe, TYKY U |
HHBHUTE COCeH, JISTOHIMTE, IMAar CITIHA ?‘S‘x
JIET€H/Ia 32 CBOETO 3HAME. ‘Eéf'; :

Jlerenpara: EneH neTOHCKM 3aMOK
Oellre ONKpY)KeH OJ €CTOHCKUTE BOjJHHUIIH.
Omncanara Tpaemie HEKOJKY HEIeIu U
DTaJHATE JKATEIN Ce cIpeMaa 3a TpernaBame. EnMHCTBeHA
asiTepHaTHBa Oellle Ja ce MpoOujaT HelpUjaTeNICKUTE JIMHUH.
3Haejku 10O OBa, cTap cBupauy Ha kokle (JeToHcka nejTa),
MPEUIOKH KpaTka MOJIMTBA M HaIaJl BO MOJIH o0eM. Eien oBen
Oellre )XKpPTBYBaH M CTApEIIOT ja coOeue KOITysaTa v ja HaToIH
BO prBeHara KpB. Komrynara Gere 1e7I0CHO KpBaBa OCBECH
Ha MECTOTO Ha Koe 1To Oemie apykera. CTaperor ja 3akaqu Ha
BPAaTWIIO U MABTAjKH ja KaKo CTaHIap/l, BONHUTE HAMA[HAA U TO
ncTepaa HUBHUOT HEMpHjaTen maieky. OTToram JeTOHCKUTE
©OopIIM IO KOPUCTAT OBa 3HAME.

Peasnnocra: Bo noraute 186011 eneH netoncku cryaeHT, La-
utenbach-Jusmins, Ha YaHuBep3utetot Bo Tapty, Bo PumyBannTe
Xponuku Ha JInBoHMja (XpOHUKATA Of penoT Ha JInBoHHUja BO
JIBa TOMA HAMUIIAHU BO PUMH, 3a4yBYBajKU ja Ha MCTOpHUjaTa
Ha OaJTWYKHUTE 3eMjU TOUHYBajKku ox 1290 u Benmu4ajku TH
TrepMaHCKUTE KPCTOHOCLHM) Ha JuHuuTe 9219 no 9223 Hajne
nH(OPMAIH 32 JETOHCKO 3HAME:

“Enen Opar u cto Maxku nouuie on Bengen 3a Pura na ja
OpaHar 3eMjara, Kako IIIT0 UMaM CIyIHaTo. Tre Oea u3BeCTeHU.
Tue nojmoa Ha TBOPCKU HAYMH, CO LPBEHOTO 3HAME IITO Oelre
mpecedeHo co 0eslo, Ha HaYMHOT Ha BeHnaute. Benyen e nvero
HA 3aMOKOT I10 KOj OBa 3HaMe CTaHa MO3HATO, M CEe Haora BO
3emjara Ha JleTuTe, KaJie ITo KCHUTE jaBaat Ha NUCT HAYWH KaKo
MaxkuTe. MoxkaM J1a BU TO KaykaM OBa BO CETa BUCTHHA, TOA €
3HameTo Ha Jleture.”

TexoBHHOT IM3ajH Ha JIETOHCKOTO 3HaMe Oellie 0100peH BO Maj
1917 ronuHa, Ha COCTAHOKOT Ha Acolldjarpjara 3a IpoMOIIrja
Ha ymeTHocTa. Hekonky npemsiosu 6ea pasmienanu. KonedHuor
JIM3ajH CO IIPBEHO-0ETIO-I[PBEHO 3HAME CO COOTHOC Ha GonTe 2:1:2
oewe npudaren. Juzajuepor Oeme Ansis Cirulis. Toj auzaju
Oerre odurMjaTHO TIPUQATEH KaKo JICTOHCKO 3Hame. 3a BpeMe
HAa COBETCKATA epa KOPUCTEHHETO U UyBAHECTO HA 0BA 3HAME Oelle
3abpanero. Bo mponerra 1990 ronuHa npBeH0-0e0-1pBEHOTO
3HAME CE BPATU KAaKO O(HIHjAITHO JISTOHCKO 3HAME.

Enna MozepHa jereH/ia Besu ieka 1o 3abpaHara Ha JISTOHCKOTO
3HAME OJ CTPaHa Ha COBETCKHOT PEXuM, JIETOHIUTE cTaHaje
(aHaTHYHM TOAIPKYBadl Ha Qymodoanckuor kiryd Craprak
Mockaa, caMmo 3atoa ITo OoHTe Ha 0BOj KiTyO OHJie IipBeHO-0eso-
[PBEHO M HATIpeBapuTe Ouile 100pa MOXKHOCT JIa CE U3JIOKYH
3abpaneroto 3Hame. Cemnak, BIacTUTe o cdaruie OBOj TPUK
0p30, 1 Om10 HapeaeHo CriapTak Ja ri IPOMEHH CBOUTE OOH.

JleToHCKOTO 3HaMe, pa3BUEHO Ha jap6on
The Latvian flag, flying on a flagpole

Aleksandar Gizarovski

Flag of Latvia

It seems that the Estonians find a
special place in history as an inspiration
| for other nations’ flags. Not only that
they fought against the Danish during
the legendary creation (or should we
| say, granting) of their flag, but also their
 neighbors, the Latvians, have a similar

legend about their own flag.
| The Legend: A Latvian castle was
surrounded by Estonian troops. The sie-
ge lasted several weeks and the starving
residents considered surrender. The only
alternative was to charge over the battlements to break the
enemies lines. Knowing this, an old kokle (Latvian lute)
player, suggested a short prayer and full scale attack. A ram
was sacrificed and the old man took off his shirt and dipped
it in the sacrificial rams blood. The shirt was completely
soaked in blood except where it had been held. The old
man attached this red-white-red coloured material to a
shaft. Waving this as a standard the warriors attacked and
drove their enemy away. Ever since then Latvian fighters
have used this flag.

The Reality: In the late 1860’s one Latvian student, La-
utenbach-Jusmins at the University of Tartu, found in the
Rhyme Chronicle of Livonia (the chronicle of the Order
of Livonia in two volumes written in rhymes, recording
the history of Baltic’s from the 1290’s and glorifying the
German crusaders) at lines 9219 through to 9223 infor-
mation on the Latvian flag:

“A Brother and a hundred men had come from Wenden
to Riga to defend the land, as I have heard. They had been
notified. They came in a courtly manner, with a red banner
which was crossed by white, in the manner of the Wen-
ds. Wenden is the name of a castle from which this flag
bacame known, and it is located in the land of the Letts,
where women ride in the same fashion as men do. I can
tell you this in all truth, this is the banner of the Letts.

The current design of Latvian flag was approved in
May 1917, at a meeting of the Art Promotion Association.
Several proposals were reviewed. Finally the design with
red-white- red flag having colour ratio 2:1:2 was accepted.
The designer was Ansis Cirulis. The design was officially
adopted as the Latvian flag. During the Soviet era the use
and keeping of this flag was prohibited. Only in the spring
of 1990 was the red-white-red flag restored as the official
Latvian flag.

A modern legend says that after the prohibition of the
Latvian flag by the Soviet regime, Latvians became fanatic
supporters of the football club Spartak Moscow, because
its colour were red-white-red and matches were a good
opportunity to expose the prohibited flag.

However, the authorities understood the trick quickly,
and Spartak was ordered to change its colours.
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